Mchorage must remember Native students in classrooms

By LINDA LORD-JENKINS
Tundra Times

Until the Anchorage School
District recognizes and changes
the fact that it 1eaches a school
program which only meets the
need of the dominant white
culture, it will continue to have
a high number of Alaska Na-
tive studenis drop out, the

school board was 1old last
week,
That message came from

James Patlan, chairman of the

Cook Inlet Native Association
Johnson O'Malley Program
who said that unless the school
board “takes consideration of
why and where we come from
this study will never work."”

In a first-time-ever invita.
tion from the School Board to
the Anchorage Nalive com-
munity, the board and repre-
sentatives of most Native o
ganizations in the borough dis-
cussed a report on the study
of high Native drop-out rate

among Natives.

Patlan told the group that
teachers should be more sensi
tive to the cultural differences
and needs of Native students
but he doesn’t believe they
can be until they receive ex-
tenstve training in the cultures

He said that any teacher
who wanls in the
school system should be re-
quired to take cross-cultural
education programs

MNative students coming to

[0 wiork

Anchorage schools from the
Bush “may not know about a
quasar but are able to go out
and survive in 60 degrees be-
low zero. That's important,”
said Patlan,

Joann Thorpe, a nurse and a
member of the Anchorage Ed-
ucational Coalition and wvice-
chairman of the Native Politi-
cal Action Commillee, told
the board that “those in aca-
demia musl recognize that be-
fore you are a student you are

a Native. We wan! 1o retamn
that.”

She questioned the school
district's willingness 1o teach
French or German as a foreign
language but not teach any of
the Alaska Native dialects

Lydia Hayes. speaking for
the Cook Inlet Region, Inc..
urged the board 10 establish a
schosn] orientation PrORIAMm funn
students and teachers, 10 offer

(Continued on Fage Eleven)
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two special classes in addition
to ‘his Tegulsr studies. Jones
found out too late that the boy
could take both dasses but
because the counstlor didn't
act, he only teck one.

The other experience was
the faflure of a counselor to
help a graduaie find out

the aid for college. Jones said

. she spent 30 minutes with the

girl and solved her problems
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* Give more information to
new students on how to cope
with classes. Such information
should include help on how to
take notes, what_kind of at-
tendance is required, use of the

library, and study skills, a
“buddy system” where an old-
er student would take another
younger student “under his
wing” to show him how
things are done, should also
be started,

One. . criticism in this re-

commendation, . was et . st

dents coming to Anchorage
from a village school often
arrive without their past school

records and ase placed in class
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who left school before graduat-

before anyonme knows if the
student can understand what
that class has to offer.

If a student can't under-
stand the course, he is more
to drop out, the study
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training and drops out, he is
more likely to not find work

tives such as a history of the
Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act or Native culture.

The recommendation also
said such classes should not be
scheduled to conflict with
clagses that are required for
graduation which has been the
case in the past.

* Offer Native sports and
games as a regular part of

uate.

*Improve the attendance
requirements to inform parents
about rules om student at-
tendance so that they are
aware of their child's statug
in school. Many parents found
that their children got in
trouble for missing school even
with a doctor’s verification
of the absence. )

The study suggested that
the school should follow up

patterns of skipping class_




