Hearings Scheduled Throughout the State
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Members of the AFN 1991 Steering Committee work on proposed amendments to ANCSA.

Alaska Natives are one step closer
to ensuring that ANCSA lands and
corporations stay in Native hands
with the introduction in early
Februar of identical bills in both the

ongress and House of
Representatives of proposed amend-
ments to the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act of 1971.

The introduction of the bills by the
Alaska delegation is the first step in
which Congress deals with the 1991
issues surrounding ANCSA.

The House version of the bill,
which was introduced by Con-
gressman Don Young, was referred

to the House Committee on Interior
and Insular Affairs, on which Young
is the ranking Republican member.
The Senate version, introduced by
Senators Frank Murkowski and Ted
Stevens, was referred to the Senate
Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, of which Murkowski is a

member
“We at the Alaska Federation of

delegation in hopes the legislation

will be approved this year.”

The bill amends several sections of
ANCSA. The major provisions of the
legislation include the following:

An automatic extension of restric-
tions preventing alienation of stock
by Native shareholders. Stock would
only become alienable if the
shareholders vote to remove the
restrictions.

The ability of corporations to have
their shareholders vote to:

a. add Natives born after Dec. 18,
1971 as shareholders;

b. give special benefits to Native
elders (those over 65);

c. add Natives who missed the
original enroliment deadline;

d. issue new classes of stock which
would carry certain economic
benefits;

e. transfer land and other assets to
other organizations such as non-
profit organizations and I[RA
Councils;

f. purchase stocks from
shareholders who wish to sell as
long as such a purchase does not
imperil the financial viability of the
corporation;

g. provide for dissenters’ rights in
certain circumstances and to limit
the value of those dissenters’

—

“We must make sure that the
federal government keeps the
promises it made to the Natives

in 1971.” —Sen. Ted Stevens

Natives are very pleased to see the
introduction of amendments to the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act
that the Natives of the state have
worked so hard for," said AFN Presi-
dent Janie Leask. “For the past three

years Alaska Natives have been.

meeting and discussing possible

amendments to the act. The in-
troduction of these umendmnnt: by
the Alaska jonal de
and Rep. Udall are the cumulative
results of those efforts.

“This year AFN plans to continue

working closely with the Alaska

ts in order to protect those
ative shareholders who wish to
remain with the corporations;
h. allow regional corporations to
transfer the subsurface estate
under village lands to the entity
owning those surface lands.
Pre:-erues the legal status quo on
the sovereignty issue.

Extends  protections to
undeveloped lands so that they will
not be lost because of taxation and
other legal actions.

Protects the United States govern-
ment from any money damages due

to court actions as a result of their
legislation,

Extends certain exemptions from
federal laws (i.e. securities laws) for
corporations who keep their stock
restricted.

Limits in certain ways the transfer
of stock to non-Natives by courts in
wills after death.

Provides that the provisions of
Section 7(i) of ANCSA (sharing of
timber and subsurface revenues by

and the strong support of interested
parties, that we can move the
amendments quickly through
Congress."

The House Interior and Insular Af-
fairs Committee held a hearing on
1991 issues in Anchorage last
August. Hearings on the 1991 bill are
currently being scheduled in Alaska.
As this ne er is being printed
workshops on the bill were being
held in ow and Hoonah. The

“It is my hope. . .

that we can

move the amendments quickly
through Congress.”
—Rep. Don Young

regional corporations) shall not be
changed by any transfer of lands by

regional corporations to other

entities

Special provision for Bristol Bay
Native Corporation and the villages
in the Bristol Bay region to use in
considering a vote to extend provi-
sions of stock alienation.

Sen. Ted Stevens, in speaking on
the proposed legislation said, “As a
matter of basic fairness, Congress
must respond to the concerns that
Alaska Natives have expressed about
the future of their land settlement in
connection with the 1991 provisions
of ANCSA. We must make sure that
the federal government keeps the

promises it made to the Natives in
19?1 Resolving the problems of
1991 and ensuring the success of the
Native land claims settlement is in the
best interest of all Alaskans and all
Americans.”
Stwem said t‘u:thh:r that the bill is
point of the legislative pro-
ceu he and others plan to listen
closely in hearings to comments from
all individuals.

“The bill is the product of two

ars of deliberations in the Alaska
Kleuﬂu: community,” Rep. Ymm
said. “The Interior Committee
soon hold tﬂ: the bill. It is
m that cooperation

”mﬁ';n..gm on the committee,

Senate is planning three or four more
hearings on the bill in March. The
tentative communities for those hear-
ings are Fairbanks, Kotzebue, Dill-
ingham, and Bethel. It is also ex-
pected the House will hold another
hearing on the bill in April in
Washington, D.C.

AFN staffers are optimistic that the
amendments will be approved by
Congress this year due to the
favorable political situation in both
Aiaska and Washingtnn D. C

ANCSA Amendments lntroduced In Congress
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John Shivley leads AFN 1991 Steering Committee discussion on
proposed ANCSA changes.

e —




