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DRIFTNETS THREATEN ENVIRONMENT
AND ALASKA FISHING INDUSTRY

A crime against nature is being committed in the waters of the North Pacific. The victims
are our salmon stocks, marine mammals and sea birds. Also victimized are our Alaska
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The source of the problem is pelagic driftnets - monofilament gillnets that
are pancls of plastic webbing suspended 26 feet vertically in the water. Each night
more than 20,000 miles of net is set adrift enwlaping the North Pacific Ocean.
Each year an estimated 6,000 Dall's porpoises, 750,000 sea birds, 300,000 chi-
nmkql-mn 4,000. Northern fur seals and an unknown quantity of squid are
trapped and killod by these nets. i
. Theaffenders are the pelagic driftnet fisheries of Japan, Taiwan, South Korea
and pther Asipn natigus.. The figheries are. composed of distinct fleets designed
to catch’ ipfbrﬁ pt'{'ll_'l of fish. ‘As well A pehgu: driftnetting, the fisheries
also''ghost fish'" - that is - they catch our marine life with pieces of net that are
broken off or, logt, or abandoned by boats that needed a quick escape because
they were caught fishing illegally.

Al dusk throughout the fishing season, these fleets set their nets. The nets
drift, with winds and currents near the surface of the water and are pulled in at
dawn. The lishing season lasts from #0 1o 70 days each year.

As passive fishing devices, the driftnets entangle the gill plates and other body
parts of fish and other sea creatures. By adjusting the buoyancy of the net with
floats at the top of the panel and weights at the bottom, the nets can be suspended
like a curtain at any depth in the water column and can either be anchored in
one location or drift with the wind and currents,

We learned through recent testimony given in U.S. Senate Commerce Com-
mittee hearings that the United States is determining the size, distribution and
the effects of the foreign high seas fisheries. Unfortunately, because the fisheries
take place beyond our Fishery Conservation Zone, our management authority
is minimal.

It's a crime that these foreign fisheries are depleting our fish stocks, marine
mammals and seabird populations. They're also hurting our Alaska commercial
fishermen who depend on these resources for a cash economy. And they're hurt-
ing the Natives of the Pribilof Islands who depend on the North Pacific fur seal
for lood.

To resolve this issue, independent research is being carried out by the Unit-
ed States, Japan and Canada under the auspices of the International Norih Pa-
cific Fisheries Commission (INPFC), although it is limited to analyzine the catches
of the |apanese mothership and landbased fleets. Of all the vessel. i he foreign
fisheries, only the Japanese salmon mothership fleet of 172 boats is subjert 1o a
U.S. -Canadian observer program

The United States has also entered into a long series of bilateral negotiations
with ]dpﬂ.l‘l Most rurntly we me: Wilhjapnnﬂr ul'ﬁr.iﬂh in _].mu;tr';.r but again
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We have joined with the North Pacific Fishery Management Council and
Governor Sheflield in asking the State Department to withhold all further direct-
ed bottomfish allocations to Japan in the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone until
a satisfactory agreement has been reached on the salmon issue.

Our perserverance is beginning to pay ofl. The United States is starting to
catch the attention of Japan's fishing industry. Unfortunately, they are retaliat-
ing with inflamatory statements and threaws of trade restrictions,

In the last month, we were notified by U.S. fishing interests engaged in joint
ventures with Japanese companies that the Japanese government might not al-
low any joint venture harvested fish to be imported into Japan untl their bot-
tomfish allocation is releaged. This would effectively terminate all joint venture
activity between U.S. and Japanese companies,

One point to keep in mind is that because Japan s making these accusa-
tions, they may be taking more Alaska salmon than they are admitting.

L.intend to keep pressure on Japanese officials 1o do some serious negotiat-
ing. At a bare minimum we need greater abserver coverage of Japan’s salmon
fleer. 1 have also asked Secretary of State Shultz to exercise his obligations to the
U.S. fishing industry and release no further bottomfish allocations to Japan until
an acceptable agreement is negotiated

We will continue 1o monitor the activities of other countries fishing in the
North Pacific as well. The United States has reached an ageement with Taiwan
to regulate their squid fishery and last summer participated with several Pacific
nations in cooperative rescarch on the incidental catch of mammals and sea birds.

Sincere and dedicated efforts by Japan, Taiwan, South Korea and other na-
tions must be extended to eradicate this menace and help save the sca life of the

‘North Pacific.




