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Washington CorrespondentCorrespondent-

WASHINGTON

Correspondent-

WASHINGTONWASHINGTON , D.CDC. . - ConCon-Con-

gressional
Con-

gressional
¬-

gressional action to resolve thethe-

Alaskan
the-

AlaskanAlaskan Native land claims willwjl1wjl1-

begin
will-

beginbegin here soon afterfter the startstart-

of
start-

ofof the new Congress this weekweek-

with
week-

withwith the introduction of a billbill-

jointly
bill-

jointlyjointly sponsoredsp nsored> by SenatorSenator-
Henry

Senator-
HenryHenry JacksonJackOnJackson$ (D-WashingtonDWashingtonI.WashingtonIWashington),.- ) ,

Senator Mike Gravel (D-AlaskaDAlaska- )
and Senator Ted Stevens (R-Alas-RAlasRAlas-
ka

RAlas-
ka

RAlas-
ka

- --
ka) .

Senator Jackson , the chairmanchairman-

ofof the Senate Interior and InsularInsular-
Affairs

Insular-
AffairsAffairs Committee , is reportedlyreportedly-
anxious

reportedly-
anxiousanxious to move a land claimsclaims-
bill

claims-
billbill rapidly through the Senate .

The bill is expected to bebe-

extremely
be-

extremelyextremely similar , ififnotnot identiidenti-identi-
cal

identi-
cal

¬-

cal , to the one which passed thethe-

Senate
the-

SenateSenate last year .

Members of the House InterInter-Inter-

ior
Inter-

ior
¬-

ior Committee , where the legislalegisla- ¬-

-
tion sat., until it died when thethe-
oldold Congress expired , indicateindicate-

thilt
indicate-

thatthatthilt they desire early actionaction-
to

action-
toto resolveresolve.theJthe-.the.thethe-. claims.claims,. during thethe-
first

the-
firstfirst session of the House .

The time schedule for actionaction-
in

action-
inin the House is much dependentdependent-
upon

dependent-
uponupon the wisheswiwisheses of RepresentaRepresenta-Representa-
tive

¬-
tive Wayne Aspinall , ChairmanChairman-

ofof the Interiorlnterior and Insular AffairsAffairs-
Committee

Affairs-
CommitteeCommittee .

Some members of the HouseHouse-

Interior
House-

InteriorInterior Committee indicate thatthat-
there

that-
therethere maymaybebe favorable sentimentsentiment-
within

sentiment-
withinwithingiveitsthat committee to give
Usits approval to legislation concon-con-
taining

con-
taining

¬-
taining provisions similar to thosethose-
sought

those-
soughtsought by the AFN .

When interviewed by thethe-
Tundra

the-
TundraTundra Times on Friday , RepreRepre-Repre-
sentative

Repre-
sentative

¬-
sentative LloydUoyd Meeds (D-Wash-DWashDWash-
ington

DWash-
ington

DWash-
ington

- -
ington ) stated that there maymay-
be

may-
bebe sentiment within the comcom-com-
mittee

com-
mittee

¬-

mittee to approve legislationlegislation-
granting

legislation-
grantinggranting 500 million dollars , a

two per cent overriding royaltyroyalty-
onon minerals and between 20 and
40 million acres of land to AlasAlas-Alas-
kan

Alas-
kan

-¬-

kan Natives .

Representative Meeds saidS id hehe-

did
he-

diddid notn t believe that the comcom-com-
mittee

com-
mittee

¬-

mittee could agree to the 6060-

million
60-

million
.

million acrea re figure recentlyrecently-
adoptedadopted byby the AFN , althoughalthough-

the
although-

thethe Natives may not be wrongwrong-

in
wrong-

in
.

in requesting it .

He stressed that the majormajor-
concern

major-
concernconcern of the committee lieslies-

with
lies-

withwith the type ofofadministrativeadministrativeadministrative-
procedure

administrative-
procedureprocedure that would be designeddesigned-
toto handle the proceeds of thethe-

settlement
the-

settlementsettlement .

Other members of the comcom-com-
mittee

com-
mittee

¬-

mittee havehavepreviouslypreviously indicatedindicated-

that
indicated-

thatthat they have seriously doubteddoubted-
the

doubted-
thethe feasibility of the corporatecorporate-
setup

corporate-
setupsetup proposed for the claimsclaims-

settlement
claims-

settlementsettlement..

They are reported to believebelieve-

Continued

believe-

Continued

believe-

Continued( Continued on page 5)5)
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)tighter
1-

)tighter
1-

)tighter
)

tighter controls must be estabestab-establ-
ished

estab-
lished

-¬-

lished bdforebeforeb fore they can agree toto-

the
to-

thethe legislation . '

The newest member of thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Congressional delegation ,

Representative-electRepresentativeelect-- Nick Begich-
feels

Begich-
feels

Begich
feels that the House InteriorInterior-
Committee

Interior-
CommitteeCommittee will be the key toto-

passage
to-

passagepassage of favorable land claimsclaims-
legislation

claims-
legislationlegislation . He is actively seekingseeking-
membership

seeking-
membershipmembership on that committee .

Most observers are certain thatthathat-
the

tt-

thethe new Congress , which concon-con-

venes
con-

venes
¬-

venes tomorrow , will act to setset-setset-

tle
set-

tle
¬-

tle the Alaska NativeNat ve land claims .

Some questions remain as toto-

how
to-

howhow extensive will be the propro-pro-
visions

pro-
visions

-¬

visions and how soon the legislalegisla-legisla-

tion
legisla-

tion
¬-

tion will be passed .


