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DRPRo., JUDYJUDY ' KLEINFELDKLEINFELD

Dr . JudyJ"dyJdy" Kleinfeld Seeks New
_.

Avenues for Educating Natives
.

One of Alaska'sAlaskasAla ka 'ss' most promprom-prom-
ising

prom-
ising

¬-

ising young educationaleducationalresearchresearchresearch-research-
ers

¬-

ers
'-

came
c- ame'-

came
c- ame'. came to Alaska as a resultresult-

of
result-

ofof a school dance ; a ';.:'mixermixer' " sheshe-

attended
she-

attendedattended as a student at HarvardHarvard-
Graduate

Harvard-
GraduateGraduate School of Education .

". 'DoDo'Doyou' you-you.- want to go toto-

Alaska
to-

AlaskaAlaska ? "' was my . husband'shusbands' favfav-fav-

orite
fav-

orite
¬-

orite question of the girls hehe-

met
he-

metmet at dances ," explains UniUni-Uni-

versity
Uni-

versity
¬-

versity of Alaska assistant proprp-prppro-prpf-
essor

pro-
fessor

-¬-

fessor , Dr . Judith Kleinfeld , "II"I-

guess
"I-

guess
"

guess he liked my answer , be-bebe-

carse
be-

ca1'se

be-

catse
-

carseca1'seca1secat-secatse'- we'rewerewetrewetre' here ."
Dr ., Kleinfeld , in her research-

work
research-

workwork with the UA Institute ofof-

Social
of-

SocialSocial , EconorhicEconortEconomicc and GovernGovern-Govern-
ment

Govern-
ment

¬-
ment Research , isit trying to dede-dede-

velop
de-

velop
¬-

velop teaching methods whichwhich-
will

which-
willwill work with Eskimo andand.ln-and.lnand.ln-
dian

,. InIn-InIn-

than
¬-

dianthan children.4

. To do this , sheshe-

examines
she-

examinesexamines the many outstandingoutstanding-
abilities

outstanding-
abilitiesabilities these children havehavetalhav --tal-taltal-- tal-

ents
tal-

ents
tal-

ents
-

ents which Can be used by teachteach-teach-
ers

teach-
ers

¬-
ers in the classroom .

"AlaskaAlaska" willw1l have to developdevelop-
itsits own educational programsprograms-
for

programs-
forfor its Native children ," Dr .
Kleinfeld explainsexplams .

"WhenWhen" I came to Alaska , II-

was
I-

waswas shocked at how researchersresearchers-
took

researchers-
tooktooktookresultsresults from studies of culcul-culcul-

turally
cul-

turally
¬-

turally different children inir, the

lower 48 . Those studies werewereIwere-
all

I,

all done on blackblackchildrenchildren , whowho-

are
who-

areare very different from the culcul-culcul-

tures
cul-

tures
¬-

tures in Alaska ,,"" explains thethe-

young
the-

youngyoung graduate of Harvard GradGrad-Grad-
uate

Grad-

uate
-¬-

uate SchoolSchol ' of Education
.

andand-
WeUesley

and-

WellesleyWellesleyWeUesley . .

While working onn her Ed.DEdD. .

degree , Dr . Kleinfeld workedworked-

with
worked-

withwith culturally different childrenchildren-

inin the lower 48 . During thethe-

summer
the-

summersummer of 1967 , she taught atat-

the
at-

thethe Alaska Native Service hospithospit-hospit-
al

¬-

al in Anchorage-herAnchorageher-- first experexper-exper-
ience

exper-
ience

¬-

ience with Eskimo and IndianIndian-

Continued

Indian-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)
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childrenchildr n . ,
\ tj,a./a-

Since;','
v\ Since 19691961969? , she has taughttaught-

at
taughta-

'tata- 'ta- t pAUA in College andaqdarld, is presently .

workingprojectfor",:orking on a "resourceresource"feSOfeSO" ce" project

BoardingHomefor the Rural Student BoardingBoardinBoardin-
Home

g
Home Program .

,
Despite impressive qualificaqualifica-qualifcaqualifica-

tions
qualifca-

tions
¬-

tions ., Dr . Kleinfeld faces somesome-
unusual

some-
unusualunusual problemsprQbleItls: in her work .
Some of them come from thethe-

fact
the-

fact. fact thatthai people don'tdont' expect aa-

pretty
,

pretty young girl to be a top-toptop-
notch

top-
notch

top-
notch

--
notch experte'lpertelpert': in her chosen field-fieldfield-
educational

field-
educational

field-
educational

-
educational psychology . .

'

"OneOne"'" ofof the problems 1I usedused-
to

used-
toto have was in submitting articlesartic1earticles-
to

$

to somesoinsome
,
of the-thetheprofessional-,. professional.profelisionalprofelisional-professional.- .profelisiona-

ljournals
professional-

journalsjournals ,,'*""" ' she explained . "II"I-

used
"I-

used
"

used to sign them ., Judy KleinIdein-IdeinKlein-Idein-
feld

Klein-
feld

¬-
feld and get thetMtMmostthemost" most snippysnippy-
repliesrepliesreplie . Then Andy suggested

.11,1., sign Dr . J.RJR. . Kleinfeld , andand-
the

and-
thegot.thethe change was amazing .. I gotgot-

the.thetheexplained.
the nicest answersanswefli ,,"" she explain-explainexplain-
ed

- '

eded as part : ofofwhatwhat ifit' means to
be a femalefemale'professionalfemaleprofessional

'-

prof
p-

rof'
professionalssiona!.

Andy , Andrew ' KleinfeldKlemfeld ," <' isis-

presently
is-

presentlypresently a lawlawclerk, clerk for Alaska
Supreme CourtCqurtCourt Justice Jay Ra-RaRa-

binowitz
Ra-

binowitz
Ra-

binowitz
-expectstbinowitz . This spring , he expects

to set up .lawlaw,
.law practice in Fair-FairFair-

banksa
Fair-

banksa
Fair-

banksa
-

banks-abanksa-- move which will estab-estabestabl-
ish

--
lish the Kleinfelds as perman-permanperman-
ently

perman-
ently

perman-
ently

--
ently transplanted Alaskans .

Another problem often comescomes-
inin KeTherhTr'frequenthTrfrequent' frequent observation visitsvisits-
toto Fairbanks .schoolsschools. , where sheshe-

observesobserves teachersteacherli arid3.Jld3Jldand. NativeNat'ive' stu-stustu-

dents
stu-

dents
stu-

dents
-

dents in the classrooms as partpart-
of

part-
ofof her work with the Boarding
Home Program .

. ."I'mIm'I'm"''' ofterroften-oftenoftenmistaken- mistaken forfor-

high
aa-

high
I

highhighschoolschool ,. student ,'"" JudyJudyexexex-exex-

plains
ex-

plains
¬-

plains . "InIn" aawayway , though , it'sitsit's-
an

it 's"

an advantageadvanuge . I1 try to be incon-inconincon-
spicuous

incon-
spicuous

-_

spicuous so the children act nor-nornor-
mally

--_

mally in theirthew classesclasseli ., OtherwiseOtherwise-
they'd

,',
they'dtheyd' feel self-consciousselfconscious--- .:"'

In her recent work , Dr-DrDrKleinDr- Klein-KleinKlein-
feld

Klein-
feld

Klein-
feld

--_

feld examined accounts of ex-exex-

plorers
ex-

plorers
ex -

plorers who remarked upon EsEs-EsEs-
kimos

EE-

kimos
-¬

kimos ' unusual abilities to findfind-
their

finfin-

their
d

their way in the Arctic , skillsskills-
which

skillskill-

which
s

which she thought might bebeevievievi-evievi-
dence

evr-'¬
dence ofofunusualunusual intellectualintellectuintellectual-
abilities

intellectu-
abilitiesabilities .

"WhenWhen'When"'" we tested the chil-chilchil-

dren
chil-

dren
--

dren ," ., she5ihe explained , "theythey"they-
scored

"thethe"the-
scored

" y
scoredscoredunusuallyunusually high in cognitivecognitivcognitive-
abilities

cognitiv-
abilities

e
abilities... They came close toto-

and
to-

and .and surpassed national norms inin-

those
rn

those areas , despite the fact thethe-

tests
thth-

tests
e

tests are culturally biased ."
These children , who may unun-unun-

drrstand
un-

derstand
¬-

graphsfarderstanddrrstand diagrams and graphs
far better than their frequentfrequent-
problems

frequent-
problemsproblems

.-

with
w- ith.,
with the'the,' EnglishEn i5ih lanlan-lanlan-

guage
¬-

guage show , may possessposse5iipossess skillskillskills-
which

skillskill-

which
$ $

which are especially useful inin-

severalseveral scientific and technicaltechnical-
fields

'

fields .
. An explanation of .thesethe abil-abilabiJ-abiJabil-

ities
abiJ-

ities
abil-

ities
-

ities is the basis of "CognitiveCognitive'Cognitive"Cognitive-
Strengths

"'
Strengths'CognitiveStrengthsof Eskimos and Im-ImImjIm-

plication
- j

plication of Education ," anan-

ISEGR

'

ISEGR research note Dr . KleinKlein-Klein-
feld

Klein-
Feld

-¬-
feld published lastlalit monthmonth-month-

"We
.- '

"WeWe"" have to alert teachersteachers-

to
teachers-

toto the fact that thesethee$ childrenchildren-
may

(

may have unusual abilities inin-

these
in-

thesethese areas . Many teachersteacher in
the bush are already using imageimage-
based

mage
based instruction , but they havehave-

to
have-

toto make up their ownownmaterials'materialsmaterials'material5material5-materials'- .
J

We may bebeableable to develop stanstan-stan-
dardized

stan-
dardized

¬-
dardized programs which willwil-

lempha5izethe
wil-

lemphasizethe

'

- -',- abilities studentsstudents-
do

'
do have , and use them toto-

strengthen
to-

strengthenstrengthen. the ones they havehave-

troubletrouble with ."
As part ofofaa 'resourceresource.resource'.resource propro-pro-

gram
pro-

gram
-¬

gram ' for the Rural Boarding-
Home

Boarding-
Home

Boarding 1

j

Home Program , Dr . KleinfeldKleinfeld-
isisi tryinghying to findfindout, out what makesmakes-
some

|:"
some, teachers successful withwith-
auntruralaunt; Native students .

"I'veIve"'' been observingobserv 1g teachersteachers-
inini the classroom , and then wewe-

interviewinterviewj students about theirtheir-
schoolschool! and howh'ow' they like thethe-
familiesfamiliesI they'retheyre' living with ," sheshe-

explains
she-

explainsexplainsc about.about. the methods usedused-
toto1 try to improve thethe-thetheprogram

,-
program . p

"We'veWeve" ' hired Eskimo Collegecollege-
studentsstudents , to interview both In-InInaIn-

dian
- a ;

dianc and Eskimo studentsstodents ,. bb-

They'veThey'veTheyve1 ' taught us a lot ., aboutabout-
how

nIT
how} to interview the kids . TheyThey-
cancan( speak Eskimo to the studentsstudents-
who

ti
who, speak the same dialectdia1ect . "

.

,

'

', OneOn ' of'of'
thetbetit thingsthinis,. the propro--¬

,

. fessorprofessorsaysSaYIisays she'sshes' learning iss howhow-
to

how-
to'. to "interviewinterview'interview"' theseiqes ,

high schoolschool-
students

school-
studentsStudents . \

,

"WeWe"" found out some of thethe-
children

the-
childrenchildren didn'tdidntdidn'tjdidn'tadidn'tknow' 3ja know.1know1kIloWknow,. ' what anan-

'interview'interviewinterview' ' waswwass.., It'sIts' a fairlyfairly-
complicated

fairly-
complicatedcomplicated conceptcon

'
ept .."" ''

,

'

.-
In

I-
n.InIn.
. the spring ,, thete ISEGRlSEG R rere-rere-

search
re-

searchers
¬-

searcherssearch rs hope ,tptot(> ,run 'teacherteacher'teacher-
workshops

'

workshops , to acquaintacqu int teachersteachteachers-
who

rsrs-

Whowho work with EskimoEskno and ' InIn-InIn-

dian
In-

dian
¬-

dian studentsstud nts :;with methodsmethods-
which

methods-
whichwhich have provedproyedproyedeffectiveprovedeffectiveeffective whenwhen-
used

when-
usedused by other teachers . :

"OneOne'One"' problem is ,the EskimoEskimo-
kids

Eskimo-
kidskids are so quiet ,"'. ' Dr . KleinfeldKleinfeld-
explained

Kleinfeld-
explainedexplained . "WhenWhen'When"' they'retheyre' in aa-

class
a-

classclass with white ; children , thethe-
white

the-
white

,, white kidskidli are often behaviorbehavior-
problemsproblems , and theth Eskimo chilchil-chilchil-

dren
¬-

dren get ignored and don'tdont' getget-

the
get-

thethe help they need ..""
OnOne&.. thing whiwhich< ;h researchersresearchers-

areBoardingHomeare finding aboutaboutthe\thethe{\ the Boarding
Home ProgramProgiam is ith is excellentexcellent-
for

excellent-
forfor a certain kind of student-thestudentthestudentthe-
one

-
one who ', wantswanU to' stay in thethe-
city

the-

citycity or go to college .

'TheThe"The'""" kids learn social skillsskills-skillsskills-
in

skills-
in

-
in their homes , things like howhow-
to

how-
toto meet strangerssttangerli and how toto-

behave
to-

behavebehave in social situations . ForFor-
the

For-
thethe student who wantswantli to returnreturn-
to

return-
toto the village , however , it sepasepa-¬-

rates himhunhint fromfrom hishi peoplepoplpopl ."
,

'

During the pastpast fewfew1few1weeksfew
;, weeks , ' 11-

thethe Boarding Home Program proPro-ProjproiPro-
ject

pro-
ject

-¬
ji

ject has been studying ivariousivarious-
programs

variou $ .

programsprograms inin
' Arichoragin'AnchoraginAnchoragAnchoragq? and other '

,

citiesciuiesci ies whichwhichareare experimentingexper IIentingenting JJ-

'in

ii-

'in'inin' waysWaYIiwhys to improve the educationeducation-

of
education-

ofOf their ruralhighruralhigb school students .

"WeWe"" examined the core propro-pro-
grams

pro-
grams

-¬

grams in Anchorage ," explainedexplained-

Dr
.

Dr . Kleinfeld and programs where ' 11-

Native

ii-

NativeNative ruraliuralivralivralstudents,studentsstudeots-students- attendedattended-
separate

attended-
separateseparate classes or were comcom-com-
bined

com-
bined

¬-

bined in classes with other kids . ""

'TheThe"The'."*'The unusualunusual.thingunusualthing'thingthing-thing'.- is that II-

found
I-

foundfound the successliuliucesssuccesscess of any propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬ ;

depends on thegram usually ' [{

teachersJeachers ,, ratherratler than the organorganiorgani-organi-
zation

i-ii-
zation

¬- ;

zation . I endedend d up sitting in onon-
clasSes

on-
classesclassesclasses trying

'

t6tot ' findfind Out whafwhat''makesmakelioneone teacher successfulsuccesliful andand-

another
and-

anotheranother class in the same propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬-

gram fail.. "
.

If the ISEGRISEGRworkwork is successsucces-successuccess-succes-
ful

success-
ful

$-¬-

ful , AlaskanAl skan students, may findfind-
their

find-
theirtheir non-NativenonNative- teacherstlachers: moremore-
aware

more-
awareaware of their I, labilitiesabilities,, and lessless-

apt
less-

aptapt to steer ihemthem away from ,

college and professional careers .

IfIfISOISO, so , the , next generationgeneration-
ofofofeducatededucated Alaskan Natives maymay-
get

may-
getget a great deal of benefit fromfrom-
the

from-
the

,todaybythe research being dondone? today1todaytoday-\today*-,
\

by a young educational researchresearch-research-
er

¬-
er from the towerlower 48 .


