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At'At' one minute after midnight ,

Sunday January 10 , RCA AlaskaAlaska-
Communications

Alaska-
CommunicationsCommunications formallyfon1ally tooktook-

'over
took-

over
'-

over
o- ver'overover' over theth.ethe. Alaskan Cdmmunica-CdmmunicaCommunica-CommunicaCdmmunica-
tions

Communica-
tio

Communica-
tions

-
: tionstio 'lsls' System . "

'TheThe'

The ' Federal government dede-dede-

Cided
de-

cided
¬-

cided in 1967 to tunVturiturn( over opop-opop-
eration

op-

eration
-¬-

eration of Alaskan Communica-CommunicaCommunica-
'tions

Communica-
'tions

Communica-
tions

--
'tionstions' from the Air ForceFrceF rce tottotoato-

private
aa-

private.operatorprivateprivate.operatorprivateoperator., operator . Air ForceFrceForce? SecSec-Sec-

retary
Sec-

retary
¬-

retary Robert C . Seams ], Jr . signsign-sign-

ed
sign-

ed
¬-

ed the official papers for thethe-
changeover

the-
changeoverchangeover toto RCA Friday afterafter-after-
noon

after-
noon

¬-

noon in Washington , P.CPCD.CDC. .

RCA officials and the presspress-
witnessed

press-
witnessedwitnessed the historic signing ,

which endedend d the military'smilitarysmilita1y'smilita1ys' 7070-

year
70-

yearyear history of providing comcom-com-
munications

com-
munications

¬-

munications for Alaska .

Thirty-threeThirtythree- companies subsub-sub-
mitted

sub-

mitted
-¬-

mitted bids for the ACS in 19681968-
aft

1968-
afterafteraftafterr' Congress authorized thethe-

sale
the-

salesale in 1967 . The RCA , whichwhich-

included
which-

includedincluded an agreernentagreement foto investinvest-
aa minimumminiIrium of nearlyneady 30 millionmillion-
donars

million-
dollarsdollarsdonars inin new communicationscommunications-
equipment

communications-
equipmentequipment in Alaska and to rere-rere-

duce
re-

duce
-
"

duce telephone and telegraphtelegr phph-

rates

*

rates , was accepted in 1969 .

Most of the scheduledscheduledrateraterate-
decreases

rate-
decreasesdecreases went intointorintoeffecteffect inin-

December
in-

December
tr'

December 1969 , afterafter'theafterthethe transtran-trantrans-tran-
fer

trans-
fer

$-¬-

fer of ACS from the Air ForceForce-

into
Force-

intointo private hands had beenbeen-
agreed

been-
agreedagreed upon .

RCA AlaicomAlaScom now handleshandIeshandIes-
all

handles-
allall telegraphic and long-distancelongdistancelongdistance-
telephone

longdistance-
telephone

--
telephone service within AlaskaAlaska-
and

Alaska-
andand to the Outside . The purpUr-pUr-

chase
pur-

chase
¬-

chase price involved the transfertransfer-
of

transfer-
ofof over $3131$ million from RCARCA-

to
RCA-

toto the federal government . -

Among the improvementsimprovements-
RCA

improvements-
RCARCA expects to develop areare-

improvements
are-

improvementsimprovements in ruralruralcommuncommuncommun-commun-
ications

commun-
ications

¬-
ications in Alaska andand'theandthe'thethe' the greatlygreatly-
increased

greatly-
increasedincreased use of satellites forfor-
co

for-
communicationcommunicationco unication to the lower-48lower48-- .


