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Alaskans host Soviet visitors

When the Soviet Aeroflot plane
touched down at- Anchorage Interna-
tional Airport Feb. 20, more than 90

from throughout the Soviet Far

*“Through the joint efforts of private
people and governmerit, we have been
able to take steps to meli the ice cur-
tain which Has existed between Alaska
and the Soviet Union since 1948,"
Cowper said.

The Soviets were brought to Alaska
as a result of efforts by Dixie Belcher

of Juneau and the Alaska State
Chamber of Commerce. Belcher is the
executive director of Camai, a group
of performing artists.

Among the Soviet performing artists
in Alaska were Stas Namin and Ron-
do, two of the top rock groups in the

(Continued on Page Thirteen)




e Visit to Alaska

(Continued from Page One)
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Vyacheslav Kobets, governor of
Magadan in the Soviet Far East, spoke
through an interpreter at the airport
and extended his greetings, saying he
was ‘‘ecstatic’’ to be in Alaska.

“*Our hearts are in your hands,”” he
said.

As a result of an agreement signed
last fall by Cowper and Kobets, Alaska
and Magadan became sister states.

There was the Gala Welcoming
Reception that evening at the An-
chorage Center for the Performing
Arts, it was the official welcoming to
all the Soviets from people in An-
chorage and all over Alaska.

The Soviets' flight to Alaska is be-

ing called the return Fmadshﬁ' ip Flight.
But the welcome was more lﬁ:i
friendship. Families were reunited

after a ion of wondering if it
would to meet again.
But for who had met in Pro-
videniya last June for the first time it
was also a special welcome to be able
to meet again. ~
In Cowper's closing remarks he said

there is no such thing as too much
E:acz and e from the Soviet

nion and A will meet again and
again.

vambodymﬁlﬂmm-
municate h.mziﬂ“penple were still
exchanging , Smiles and
even trading pins.

A small group of government of-
ficials flew to Juneau at mid-week to
tour the capital, and many of the
Soviets wenl:umhmimu l;cm?
throughout nchorage
District. They also ici in
business meetings and various
parts of Southcentral Alaska.



