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EditorialEdiwnal CommentComment--¬

CommentThe
The ExploiterExploiterGor-

donGordon LL.. Corbett , an executive with the UnitedUnited-
Presbyterian

United-
PresbyterianPresbyterian Church for the Alaska and Yukon area , hashas-

forwarded
has-

forwardedforwarded to the Tundra Times an astonishing clippingclipping-
from

clipping-
fromfrom the San Diego Union newspaper .,

On April 1111 , a California columnist carried a shockingshocking-
interview

shocking-
interviewinterview with a Bethel bartender which reveals somesome-

attitudes
some-

attitudesattitudes throughout the state that bear looking into .

"What'sWhats" '' the idea of a guy like you living in Alaska in aa-

town

a-

towntown of 2,8002800, people just to hold a job managing a bar? "
the interviewer asked the former San Diego man , describdescrib-describ-
ed

describ-
ed

¬-

ed in the column as a California "swingerswinger"" " and "funfun" guy ,"
who left for Alaska three years ago .

Back on a visit , the bartender answered , "It'sIts" ' thethe-

money
the-

moneymoney . Bethel is surrounded by 55 Eskimo villages ,

each with at least 300 persons . I1 haven'thavent' learned to speakspeak-

Eskimo
speak-

EskimoEskimo , but I have no trouble selling them beer at
51.255125$1.251.25125$ .. , 'callcall' ' whiskey , SI$1.501.50150$ .. 50 a drink . I get bonuses inin-

addition
in-

additionaddition to a salary and nextnex t year ,. the owner is giving meme-

half
me-

halfhalf the bar . "
"MyMy" wife draws $13,00013000$ 13,00013000, a year as regional director ofof-

A
of-

A
of-

AA and I'mIm'' opening a Laundromat.. I'llIll'' comecome-

back
come-

back
come-

backback to San Diego in five years and you won'twont'' know me .

I'llIll'' be rich ."
Commented Mr . Corbett who sent us the clipping :

"ItIt" seems to me a real shame that so many people comecome-
to

come-
toto Alaska with the openlyopenlyavowedavowed intention of gettinggetting-
rich

getting-
richrichrichasas quickquickasas possible and then getting outout.".

"
"WhenWhen" such people are so frankly open in theirtheir-

boasting
their-

boastingboasting ,, it seems to me we have a right to identifyidentify-
them

identify-
themthem and their attitudes and pass the word along to thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople who are being exploited by them and trusttru t thatthat-
the

that-
thethe people will then use their commoncommon.ensesense-.ense.ense-. in dealingdealing-
with

dealing-
withwith them in the future . "

We agree wholeheartedlywholeheartedlywithwith Mr . Corbett and urgeurge-
the

urge-
thethe people of Alaska , particularly the native people , toto-

take
to-

taketake a good look at the fly-by-nightflybynight- - , get-rich-quickgetrichquickgetrichquick-
merchants

getrichquick-
merchants

- --
merchants in the state who are here only to make a fastfast-

buck
fast-

buckbuck , to exploit people and to exploit Alaska .

This kind of manmanis-isis.is-. not likely to want to contribute toto-

building
to-

buildingbuilding anything toward Alaska'sAlaskas' future , nor to protectprotect-protect-
ing

protect-
ing

¬-

ing the land and its people .

Wherever possible , we would like to see the boycottingboycotting-
ofof such merchants . Find

,
out who they are and stopstop-

adding
stop-

addingadding dollars to their potpot , even if it means doing withoutwithout-
things

without-
thingsthings .

The new native corporations must develop locallylocally-

owned
locally-

ownedowned , locally controlled businesses and these fledglingfledgling-
enterprises

fledgling-
enterprisesenterprises will need all the support of the people . WeWe-

urge
We-

urgeurge Alaskans to support the merchants and businessmenbusinessmen-
who

businessmen-
whowho are here to become part of Alaska , to build it toto-toto-

gether
to-

gether
¬-

gether toward a future , and who respect its people .

LETTERS FROM HERE ANOTHERAND THERE
Fairbanks ,. AlaskaAlaska-

April
Alaska-

AprilApril 6 , 19731973-

DearDear Editor :

i/i-
TheThe Chena Bar is one placeplace-

where
place-

wherewhere it'sits' at . You will also findfind-

It

find-

itit at radio stations , music storesstores-
and

stores-
andand even in peoples homes . It'sItsIt's-

II

It's-

a

'

aII song . A song that is highlyhighly-

negative
highly-

negativenegative towards native peoples .

The namel1ame of the song is ,

"SquawsSquaws" Along The Yukon " .

Here is an example oof' some ofof-

the
of-

thethe words . . ,. She makes herher-

underwear
her-

underwearunderwear , from hides ofof-

Grizzly
of-

GrizzlyGrizzly bear . . ,. She has the air-airair-

corps
airair-

corps
-.

corps down , the sourdoughssourdoughs-
hang

sourdoughs-
hanghang around , cheechakos tryin

to date her night and day .

Sounds like a hot chick ., AndAnd-

dig
And-

digdig the chorus . . . and I cancan-

hear
can-

hearhear her say , "OogaOoga" OogaOoga-

Mushka
Ooga-

MushkaMushka which means that I lovelove-

you
love-

youyou , if you will be my babybaby-
I'll

baby-
I'llI'llIll' Ooga Ooga Mushka you " .

This song really bothers me ,

but what bothers me more isis-

the
is-

thethe factfad that its been aroundaround-
since

around-
sincesince 1958 . The factfad thatthat-
natives

that-
nativesnatives let this continue . II-

hear

I-

hearhear the song is a favorite amongamong-
some

among-
somesome of the older white men .

I also hear that some nativesnatives-
tap

natives-
taptap their feet and sing alongalong-
when

along-
whenwhen it'sits' playing . What aa-

Bummer
a-

BummerBummer .

I asked the manager of Chena

Bar if he would remove thethe-
song

the-
songsong from his juke box ., HeHe-

tried
He-

triedtried to convince me that I waswas-

wrong
was-

wrongwrong in disliking the song . WeWe-

ended
We-

endedended up in a heated argumentargument-
and

argument-
andand I walked out furious withwith-

Intent
with-

IntentIntent to remove the song fromfrom-

his
from-

hishis bar. But , I have come toto-

realize
to-

realizerealize that just removing thethe-

song
the-

songsong isn'tisnt' where it'sits' at . If thethe-

natives
the-

nativesnatives aren'tarent' collectively propro-pro-

testing
pro-

testing

¬-

testing the song , then maybemaybe-
natives

maybe-
nativesnatives don'tdont' care . And , if II-

take
I-

taketake the song out alone thanthan-

nothing's
than-

nothing'snothing'snothings' changed .

Bob Gregory

Richards ' ColumnColumn-Column--ColumnA-

massing

ColumnA-

m
ColumnA-

mazing

Tom Jr'sJrs. ---
AmAmassingAmazingng Tablecloth Manipulation by Etook

(c) 1973 byby-

THOMAS
by-

THOMASTHOMAS RICHARDS , JR .

OLONGAPO CITY - I can'tcantcan't-
hold

can't-
hold

'
hold back any longer , Etook .

I have refrained from telling thethe-

story
the-

storystory for over a year now.. ItIt-

is

It-

isis about time that I let looseloose-

with
loose-

withwith itit.. Someone has to imim-imim-

mortalize
im-

mortalize
¬-

mortalize the taletaJe , so it mightmight-
asas wellwen be me .

Etook , Charlie , I'llIll'' bet youyou-

thought
you-

thoughtthought that I would be satissatis-satis-

fied
satis-

fied
¬-

fied onlyonlywithwith a quote which 1II-

fictitiously
I-

ficticiouslyficticiouslyfictitiously attributed to WayneWayne-

Aspinall
Wayne-

AspinallAspinall to explain the originorigmorigm-

of
origin-

ofof your name . You remember ,.

I am sure , that I had thethe-

Chairman
the-

ChairmanChairman give you your EskimoEskimo-
name

Eskimo-
namename whenwhen.lwhenlwhen.-

1
when-

1.
.I quoted the former

Congressman as stating , "He'sHes"He's-
the

"He's-
the

" '

the guy who is always folfol-fol-

lowing
fol-

lowing
¬-

lowing me around , and saying ,

'E-took'EEtook'E.tookE.tookEtook' -. my land . E-tookEtook- mymy-

life
my-

lifelife ..'*' "
Sorry Charlie , but I feelfeel-

obligated
feel-

obligatedobligated to relate the storystory-

of
story-

ofof the Incident at the MonocleMonocle-
Restaurant

Monocle-
RestaurantRestaurant .. You must recallrecall-

that
recall-

thatthat evening when you joinedjoined-
Laura

joined-
LauraLaura Bergt ,. and Don Wright ,

and John Rainer (Chief IndianIndian-

Member
Indian-

MemberMember of the National CouncilCouncCouncil-
onon Indian Opportunity ) , severalseveral-

other
several-

otherother nationally recognized InIn-InIn-

dian
In-

dian

¬-

dian leaders and myself at thatthat-

outstanding
that-

outstandingoutstanding French restaurantrestaurant-
near

restaurant-
nearnear the New Senate OfficeOffice-

Buildmg
Office-

BuildingBuildingBuildmg .

The Monocle certainly livedhved

up to its reputation that evening ,

Etook . We hadhadappetizenhadappetizersappetizersappetizen ofof-

superbly
of-

superblysuperbly prepared escargot , thatthat-

snail
that-

snailsnail with a sauce which isis-

ideany

is-

ideallyideallyideany suited to wet one'sonesone's-
bread

one's-
bread

'

bread with . And , Charlie , youyou-

must
you-

mustmust remember those generousgenerous-
portions

generous-
portionsportions ofofroastroast beef and loblob-lob-

ster
lob-

ster

¬-

ster tail.. And , those perfectlyperfectly-
mixed

perfectly-
mixedmixed drinksdnnks we ordered , andand-

fabulous
and-

fabulousfabulous wines . Even the saladsalad-

was
salad-

waswas delightfully crispcnsp . ThereThere-
was

There-
waswas so much offered us that thethe-

table
the-

tabletable was cluttered with candle-candlecandle-

holders
candle-

holders
-.

holdershoJders , many plates,, and manymany-
more

many-
moremore glasses , and a lot ofof-

silverware
of-

silverwaresilverware .

It was a very good meal , andand-

we
and-

wewe had excellent company , andand-

It

and-

itit was one of those pleasantpleasanpleasant-
summer

tt-

summersummer eveningsevenmgs in WashingtonWashmgton .

Maybe you shouldn'tshouldnt' havehave-

responded
have-

respondedresponded the way you did ,

Etook , but we shouldn'tshouldnt' havehave-

angered
have-

angeredangered you so much . DonDon-

wasn't
Don-

wasn'twasn'twasnt' very complimentary toto-toto-

ward
to-

ward
¬-

ward you that evening , andand-

Laura
and-

LauraLaura was enthusiastic about thethe-

way
the-

wayway she was criticizing youryour-

rural
your-

ruralrural housing program ,. and 1II-

wasn't

I-

wasn'twasn'twasnt' doing anything to imun-unim-imun-

prove
im-

prove

¬-

prove your morale ..

UpUpuntiluntil the time you reactedreacted-
that

reacted-
thatthat way , CharlieCharhe , I thinkthmk thosethose-

Indian
those-

IndianIndian leaders were just paspas-pas-

sively
pas-

sively
¬-

sively taking it all in andandatatat-atat-

tributing
¬.-

tributingtnbutmgtnbutmgourtributingourour argument to NativeNative-

politics
Native-

politicspolitics . Afterwards ,
1I believebellCve ,

they began to thinkthmk that youyou-

had
you-

hadhad great powers as a shamanshaman-

ItIt all happened so fast ,

CharlieCharhe , that 1I nearly missedmissedItitIt-

We

it-

WeWe were giving you such a terter-terter-

nble
ter-

rible

¬-

riblenble time that you stood up ,

and you paused for a briefbuefbuef-
mstant

brief-

instantinstantmstant to figure outou t how youyou-

were
you-

werewere going to demonstrate youryour-

dIspleasure
your-

displeasuredispleasure withwithourour uncompliuncompli-uncompli-
mentary

uncompli-
mentary

-¬-

mentary treatment of your ideasIdeas-

You
ideas-

YouYou really decided upon an exex-exex-

cellent

¬.-

cellent gesture .

You know , Etook ,. 1I was concon-con-

centrating

¬.-

centratingcentratmg on the texture of thethe-

red
the-

redred tablecloth , and it changedchanged-
color

changed-
colorcolor before my very eyes ItIt-

hfted

It-

liftedliftedhfted my head to analy/eanalyeanalYleanalyze/ thisthIs-

feat
this-

featfeat of magic ,., you were rapidlyrapidly-

eXltmg
rapidly-

exitingexitingeXltmg the( he Monocle andJnd thethe-

tJblecioth
the-

tableclothtdbleclothtJbleciothtablecloth was restingrestmg across thethe-

room

the-

roomroom TorrorFor some time laterIJterIJter-

we
later-

weweweverc\vercvercv.ereverewere\. ullallallcompletelycompletely astonishastonisli-astonisliJastonisli-

ed
tolll\htolllh\ ¬.-

ed I verybodyvery body inm the restaurantrestJurantrestJurant-
marveled

restaurant-
marveledmarveled at what you hadIwJ donedone-

All

done-

AllAll was quiet until laughterlaughter-
broke

laughter-
brokebroke the silencesilence-

You
silence-

You
silence-

YouYou gripped that tableclothtablecloth-
and

tablecloth-
andand jerkedJerkedItit off the table soso-

skillfuly
so-

skillfullyskillfullyskillful/yskillfuly/ ,. thatthaI of allaI/aIaIthe/ the winewmewme-

glasses
wine-

glassesglasses and drinks , candleholders ,

all the plates and water glasses ,

and ofofallall the silverware at ourour-

big
our-

bigbig table , only your own dinnerdmnerdmner-
plate

dinner-
plateplate fell.. And Charlie , youryour-

dmner
your-

dinnerdinnerdmner plate glidedgilded to the carpetcarpet-
soso smoothly that it didn'tdidnt' eveneven-

break
even-

breakbreak
breakWe

We offeredofferedapologiesapologies whenwhen-

the
when-

thethe waiter came over , but theythey-

weren't

they-

weren'tweren- 'twere- ntweren- 'twere- ntweren- 'twere- nt' necessary . No need toto-

apologIZe

to-

apologizeapologize , he said , I have heardheard-

about
heard-

aboutabout people beingbemg able to dodo-

this
do-

thisthis thingthmg. ButBu t this is the firstfirst-

lime

first-

timetimelime that I have seen anybodyanybody-
dodo it , he added .

Etook , I was under thehe( imunim-imim-

pression

¬.-

pression that you had accomaccom-accom-

plished

¬.-

plished that feat just to give usus-

a

us-

aa sample of your magic . YouYou-

know
You-

knowknow , CharlieCharhe , that you shatshat-shat-

tered
shat-

tered
¬-

tered this illusion when youyou-

went
you-

wentwent to the restaurant the nextnext-

day
next-

dayday to see about paying thethe-

breakage

the-

breakagebreakage fee , and were surprisedsurprised-
toto discover that there was none .

The next time you have toto-

travel
to-

traveltravel to Washington , why don'tdontdon't-
you

don't-
you

'

you alert the Monocle so thatthat-

they
that-

theythey can advertise your specialspecia-
ltalent

special-

talenttalent.. And , some of us whowho-

witnessed
who-

witnessedwitnessed your magic , havehave-

lately
have-

latelylately been tempted to ask you ,.

Etook , "HaveHave" you learnedlearnedanyanyany-
new

any-
newnew tricks lately ? "

The Alaska Plan . . .
IContinued( Continued from p.gepgepage. 1)1) .

chairman with an all-volunteerallvolunteerallvolunteer-
unpaid

allvolunteer-
unpaid

-

unpaid committee . They sandsand-sand-

wiched
sand-

wiched
¬-

wiched in workworkonon the AlaskaAlaska-

Plan
Alaska-

PlanPlan between regular full-timefulltimefulltime-
jobs

fulltime-
jobs

-

jobs . When the committeecommittee-
gathered

committee-
gatheredgathered together , each membermember-
paid

member-
paidpaid his own expenses ..

Last week , Willard resignedresigned-
from

resigned-
fromfrom the Human Rights ComCom-Com-

mission
Com-

mission
¬-

mission and was unable to bebe-

reached
be-

reachedreached , but it is questionablequestionable-
whether

questionable-
whetherwhether he will continue toto-

serve
to-

serveserve as Chairman of the AlaskaAlaska-

Plan
Alaska-

PlanPlan Commission . The nonnon-non-

existent
non-

existent
¬-

existent offices and yet-to-be-yettobeyettobe-
hired

yettobe-
hired

yettobe-
hired

- - -

hired staff remain somewhere inin-

lunbo
in-

limbolimbolunbo .

Which is not to say thatthat-

nothing
that-

nothingnothing is beingbemg done . In spitespite-

of
spite-

ofof its obvious difficultiesdjfficulties , somesome-

of
some-

ofof the goals are being met.. WhatWhat-

is

What-

isis lacking is a central organizingorganizing-
force

organizing-
forceforce . Each party is operatingoperating-
separate

operating-
separateseparate programs . When askedasked-

how
asked-

howhow it ties into the AlaskaAaska] Plan ,

most look confusedconf1.lsedconf1lsed. and say ,

"WellWell" , we'rewere' just goinggomg ahead onon-

our
on-

ourour own .
"

The objective of the AlaskaAlaska-

Plan
Alaska-

PlanPlan is to bringbT/ngbTng/ minoritiesmmorilles intointo-

the
into-

thethe building trade unions , andand-

while
and-

whilewhile many of thethl: participahtspartlclpahtsparticipantspartlclpahts-
m

participants-
ininm the plan can talk aboutabout guidegUide-gUide-

hnes
guide-

lines

¬-

lineshnes and goalsgOdls , the unions mustmust-

produce
must-

produceproduce a specificspecJfcspecJf c number ofof-

tramed
of-

trainedtrainedtramed minoritymmorlty apprentices andand-

Journeymen

and-

journeymenjourneymen withinwlthm a strict timetime-

frame
time-

frameframe . They are wrestlingwrestltngwrestltngwithwrestlingwithwithwith-

the
with-

thethe problem with little assistassist-assist-

ance

¬.-

ance .

"WeWe" were supposed to acac-acac-

hieve

¬.-

hieve 26-272627- per cent minorityminoT/tyminoTtyminoTty-
membership

minority-
membership

/
membership by 1976 , " saidsaid-

Julius
said-

JuliusJulius Kornfeind , InternationalInternational-
Brotherhood

International-
BrotherhoodBrotherhood of Electrical WorkWork-Work-

ers

¬.-

ers . "WeWe"WW"
,

really didn'tdidnt' have tootoo-

far
too-

farfar to go .
"

"OurOur" coordinatorcoordmator in AnchorAnchor-Anchor-
age

Anchor-
age

¬-

age keeps records , but I thinkthink-

we
think-

wewe were up to 25 per cent lastlasllasl-

year
last-

yearyear . If we didn'tdidnt' keep records ,

I'dId'' never know who was aa-

minority
a-

minorityminority . We had one kid markmark-

down
mark-

downdown American Indian and II-

thought
I-

thoughtthought he was puttingpu lling me on ,

because you sure couldn'tcouldnt' telltel-
lit

tell-

ititit... "
The forms which a contractorcontractor-

isis required to fill out for the

federal Dept.. of Labor , OfficeOffice-

of
Office-

ofof Equal OpportunityOpportun ty , hashas-

columns
has-

columnscolumns to list minority workersworkers-
asas Black , Filipino , Spanish-SpanishSpanish-
American

Spanish-
American

Spanish-
American

-

American ,. Oriental , AmericanAmencanAmencan-
Indian

American-
IndianIndian , Eskimo , and Aleut..

The forms are considered aa-

nightmare

a-

nightmarenightmare of paperwork and oneone-

contractor
one-

contractorcontractor commented that bebe-bebe-

tween

be-

tween

¬-

tween the requirements for thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Plan , the OccupationalOccupahonalOccupahonal-
Safety

Occupational-
SafetySafety Act ,. and the EnvironEnvtron-EnvtronEnviron-Envtron-
mental

Environ-
mental

¬-

mental ProtectionProtecllon Act , hehe-

spends

he-

spendsspends more time shufflingshufnmgshufnmg-
paper

shuffling-
paperpaper than buildingbuddmg a project..

And the forms are not foolfool-fool-

proof
fool-

proof
¬-

proof They must be followedfollowed-
up

followed-
upupupWithwith on-siteonsite- enforcementenforcemenlenforcemenl-
checks

enforcement-
checkschecks . MorrisMorns Thompson ofof-

the
of-

thethe Bureau of IndianIndan, AffairsAffatrs ,

said contractors have beenbeen-

known
been-

knownknown to use the term "AlaskaAlaska"Alaska-
Native

" Alaska-

NativeNative " to mean anyone born inIn-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska .

A contractors'scontractorss' joke tells thethe-

story
the-

storystory of the supervisor who toldtold-

the
told-

thethe enforcement officer thatthat-

half
that-

halfhalf his men were Negroes .

'TheyThey"They'" don'tdont' look likehke Negroes ,
"

said the officer.. "JustJust" askask-

them

ask-

themthem ," was the answer..

Personnel shufflingshufnmg to fillfil-

lmmonty

fil-

lminorityminoritymmonty quotas can only bebe-

done

be-

donedone at the apprentice levellevel-

Fvery

level-

FveryFvery unions operatesoperJtes on strictstrict-

rules
strict-

rulesrules as to work lists anddnd add-

busmess

a-

businessbusinessbusmess manager of the unionunion-

can
union-

cancan NOT alter those listsItsts inIII anyJnyJny-

way
any-

wayway Journeymen must behe sentsent-

ou
sent-

outoutou t as they sign inmin-

Traditionally
m-

TraditIOnally
in-

TraditionallyTraditionally , union membersmembers-
must

members-
mustmust come min person to thethe-

union
the-

unionunion hall to sign inm . In AlaskaAla ka ,

however ,. there are many remoteremote-
communilles

remote-
communitiescommunitiescommunilles with no unionunion-
halls

union-
hallshalls . So a man who is aa-

union
a-

unionunion member but liveshves in thethe-

bush
the-

bushbush faces a disadvantage inmm-

signmg
in-

signingsigningsignmg up for jobs .

Because of the distance propro-pro-

blems
pro-

blems
¬-

blems , some unionsuniom have adoptadopt-adopt-
ed

adopt-
ed

¬-

ed a more flexible attitude , andand-

allow
and-

allowallow the man to be signedsignedininmm-

by
in-

byby phone notification .

This does not alter the factfact-

that
fact-

thatthat the unions , the contractorscontractors-
and

contractors-
andand the industry are based inin-

urban
in-

urbanurban areas . Bud Wadsworth ,

Department of Labor , commentcomment-comment-
ed

comment-
ed

¬-

ed , "AA" union man has to bebe-

urban
be-

urbanurban orientedorien ed because that'sthatsthat's-
where

that's-
where ''where the work is ."

"InIn" the Plumbers Union , forfor-

example
for-

exampleexample ," he said , "theythey" havehave-

to
have-

toto come in and sign up every
90 days . But if a man'smans'' unun-unun-
employed

un-

employed
¬-

employed , the union pays himhim-

SS$$160160160 a month supplemental unun-unun-

employment
un-

employment
¬-

employment . That makes itit-

worthwhile
it-

worthwhileworthwhile to pay his dues andand-

come
and-

comecome in to Fairbanks .,"
The joint labor-managementlabormanagementlabormanagement-

apprenticeship
labormanagement-

apprenticeship
-

apprenticeship programsis is alsoalso-

urban
also-

urbanurban Uaubased*, . Recruitment tripstrips-

are
trips-

arcarcare made to the bush to searchsearch-

for
search-

forfor talented youngsters , "ButBut"But-
once

"But-
once

"
once he'shes' accepted into thethe-

program
the-

programprogram , that youngster'syoungsters' goinggoing-

Continued

going-

Continued

going-

Continued( Continued on pagePlge 8)8a )


