
Sesame Street Going to , Bering Straits Village of Wales-
By MARGIE BAUMANBAUMAN-

ANCHORAGE
BAUMAN-

ANCHORAGEANCHORAGE - SesameSesame-

Street
Sesame-

StreetStreet is going out to the Bering

Straits village of Wales as tastfastfast-

as

fast-

asas James HendershotlIendershot can makemake-

that
make-

thatthat videotape roll .
,

HendershotlIendershotIlendershot , an Alaska PublicPublic-
Ul1lities

Public-
UtilitiesUtilitiesUl1lities Commissioner , is ththgthg-

man
?"

man behind the scenes inm thethe-
Wales

the-
WalesWales Experiment , a six monthmonth-
VIOJect

month-
ectpiVIOJectejectect to determinedetemllne the effectseffects-

andand00potentialpotential use of televisiontelevIsIOn-

Inin a traditional Eskimo village
60 miles eastcast of SiberiaSibena .,

'

HendershotIlendershotlIendersho'- tlIendersho- t got the idea forfor-

the
for-

thethe Wales ExperimentI.xperunentIxperunent:. more thanthan-
aa year ago , butbu t it tooktookaa whilewhlIewhwhile-

to
lIelIe-

toto convinceconvlI1ce the communicationscommUI1lCJtlOmcommUI1lCJtlOm-
media

communications-
mediamediamediandand\ndndndothersandothers,\ others needed for thethe-

cooperJtlve
the-

cooperativecooperativecooperJtlve effort to gelget in111in-inin-

volved
¬'-

volved .

Now HendershotHender hot ,. his11\\1111Ill\ wilewile-

and
\ Ill'and two teen-agedteenagedteen-JgedJgedteenJgedchildrenteenagedchildren- childrenchildren-

spend
children-

spendspend hourshour ofII theirtheirpJre"- spares- pare"- spares- pare"s-

paretime
"' \pJrepJre\pJre-

lunctimelunc " transferringtramternng SesameSeJrne, StreetStreet-

and
treeltreel-

alldandalldalldolherandotherotherolher televisionteleVI'IlIlteleVIIlIl' ( progiamsprol.umprolumprociunsprol.umO-

lltO
prociuns-

onto
! .,

ontoOlltO hall-inchhallinchhJIt-\I1chhJItI1chhalt-inchhalt-\ videovldel1 tapet.lpetlpe. lortl1rtl1-
rthe

oror-

thethe experimentale'perullenlJIeperullenlJI' cablec.lbleclble. televisionIl'iL'VI'iOIlIliLVIiOIltelevision-

Hoping
Il'iL'VI'iOI-

l1I0pl1g

television-

Hoping
'' 'Hoping1I0p\l1g1I0pl1g\ totl1 havehJVC the coloil01111.oforofor. setssets-

in
eheh-

11in\1111\ homeshorne at.IIII. WalesW.lleWlle. , Inh\hhshhmtlll.I\ ( hnstmashmtlll.I\hmtlll.IIiristntashmtlll.I-
Ilen

. \ ,

HendershotIlen er lwt hadh.ldhld. putpilipiliornesome\orneorne\ holiIwllholeIwll-
dol

hole-

daydadolday>) programsprogr.lImprogrlImprogrnns., onOil halt-inchhaltinchh.t/I-llIlhh.tIllIlhh.thtIllIlhhilt-in.hhiltin.hhiltin.hinhh.tIllIlhvideohiltin.hvideo./ - . videovideo-

tape
video-

tapetape , butbUI itIIIIaItUswas\\a\a\UsUs\\% a1111Uskit\ 1\1111111kit( wo\ ) monthsIllollth111011111sIllollth-

I1to
11101111-

1sinto

[ ,
into\I1toI1to\ the ne\vnevne\\newnee.1I\\ veai\e.1Ie.1Iseat\ . beforehdore theIheIhe-

seh
the-

setssetsseh wereI\ereIere\ finally11I1.llly11I1llly. runningrUl1lllllg "I'mIm"I'm-

just

" 1'11111111'11-

1JUI

'

justJUI, real pleasedpleJsed thatIhJI welIe didllidllid-

get
did-

getget itII runningrIIllIlIl1g ,
" helie said.lIlI. "WhenWhen"WhellWhell"Whell-

e

"When-

we

"

we\\ee\ turnedturnedIIturnedititII on011 ., itII ranr.1I1r1I1. likehke a.II..I-
cl1JI11

tt-

champchampcl1JI11 P "
"InsteadInstead"ImteadImtead"Imteadof"Insteadof" olof IUIjust| iist, a.II. coaxiallOJ\IJIlOJIJI.oasaloasallOJIJI-

cable
. .oasal-

cable
\",

cable , we havehJve a televisiontelL'Vl\IOIltelL'VltelLVlIOIl' \ cablecJhlecJhle-

hooke
cable-

hookedhookedhookehookedintointoIIlto thesethee, setsels ItItCl1esenses\Cl1\eCl1esenses-

what \\ ,
what channelchal1nel they are.IreIre. watchingw.llchmgwllchmgw.llchmg-
or

watching-
or

.

or whether theIhe setet isI ' on011 WeWe-

had
We-

hadhad to putputOl11esome\Ol11eOl11e\ little switchessWllcheswitches-
inside

,
insideInsl e eacheachsetsetet , which\ Ilich meantmedIImeant-

taking
II-

takmgtakingtakmg all.IIIIII. the sets apartJpJrt ,
" hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid .,

VillagersVt/IJgerVtIJger/ , al.ItItat. WalesWJle , aboutJimul 7S75775-

toto 100 personspersom in 30JO3.0. familiestJIlI"letJIlIle" ,

were advisedadvlscdadvisedininm advanceJdvance of theIheIhe-

project
the-

projectproject andandJkedandaskedaskedJkedJkedIfaskedif, if theytheywJntedtheywantedwantedwJntedwJnted-
to

wanted-

toto participate ._

The BeringBermg StraitsStrJlls NativeNJtlveNJtlve-

Corp
Native-

CorpCorp agreed to loottooltoot transportatramporlJ-tramporlJtransporta-tramporlJt-
lOn

transporta-
tion

¬-

tiontlOn bills for a UniversityUllIver\ltyUllIverlty\ ofotot-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska psychologist andJIHI sociolosOCIOlo-sOCIOlo-

gist
sociolo-

gist
¬-

gist testingtestmg the effectseffect, of01 tele-tele-

-
vision on this communitycommulltty , whichwhich-

has
which-

hashas had electricity for less thanthJnthJn-
a

than-
aa year..

The 19-inch19inch19-1I1ch1I1ch19-etchetch- colorcl1lor televisionstelevIsIontelevisions-
are

,
are.IreIre. just about.tbouttbout. the only electricelectric-
appliance

electric-
applianceappliance in111 most Wales homeshomes-

and
homes-

andandand"It"itit" looks quite outl1ut of placepi .IceIce. ,

pluggedpluggcd into the wall with a.II..-
Iwhole

a-

wholewhole bunch of wireswire,
,
" IlenderIIt'nderIItnderIlenderIIt'nder-

shot
Ilender-

shot
'

shot said .

JustJUSI whatwhJt the peoplepeoplc ofot WalesW.lbWlbW.lbt-

hll1k
Wales-

think
.

thinkthll1kthll1kofthinkofof their newne\lnel\ televisionstelevlslOmtelevlslOm-

seh
televisions-

setssetsseh isn- 'tis- ntIsn- 'tIs- ntisn- 'tis- nt' certainCerlJl1l vetVCI..

"AlAl"AtAt" firstt r t blushbl1\\hbl1h\ , the kidskllh diddid-

nun
llllll-

rullrunrullnun home andJIl watchw.ltchwltch. thenthclitheir fav1.lv-1.lvlav-lav1.l-

vorlle

lav-

onte
. ¬-

oriteorlleonte porgramsporgr.ull\porgr.ullporgrantsporgr.ull.Iflcr. \ atler.IflcrIflcrafter..Iflcrchoolschool\choolchool\ ,
,

butbu I MOW1l0Wnow they are.IrCIrC..IrC1.1stavum1.1IIlgstaving\1.1\1.1\. \ IIlg at.1111at-

s

at-

st.hool
. .1-

1d\ddst.hoolsthool\dllJO. llJO I Jg.1I11Jg1I11again. lor.lllorlltor arts. " .lIIJlIIJandandctafls. .lIIJcl.IIcl.IIclIIctafls. " .", "
Ilcllder\lllJlIlcllderlllJlIlendershotIlcllderlllJl.1Il1\ \.1Il1.1Il1saidsaid-

1s
\ .

\ss1s\ \ partp.nlpnl. of theIhe experimente\perllllellieperllllellie\penmenlpenmenl\ ,.

oneolle televisiontelL'vl\lUIltelL'vltelLvllUIltelL'vllUIll'l' \ set\l'll'lll\ ' hash.l\h.lh.lhcell. \ beenhcell givengiven-
to

IWIlIWIl-

IutoIu theIheIhelhuulschool.poolpool\lhuullhuul\, . ,
, toitot10 , uselI\elIe\ Inb\bbybIhe\ theIheIhe-

le.ldll
the-

tea.heisteacheistea.heisteaheisle.ldllleldll. . ' " cluiingduitncdU11I1dU11I1CIduitncschoolschool\CICI\CI11U1\1U11U\ I hoursl1\1ul\l11ull11ul11\ \ it111-

1thcy

i-

ttheytheythcy obtainohtnnoh t.lliltllil., educationaledu.atntitileduatntitilC hll.lhlll. . Ilull.I1IlullI1., videoVIllL'uVIllLuVIllL'-

ul.tpe

video-

tapes 'tapesl.tpeltpe. , notriotIlO ! beingheinghl'lIlhllIl' [.: usedIhedIhed1IIIhlilusedsswithin1IIIhlilss ttliin theIhlthe-

.umnnnulywide
'

Lommimilv-wideLommimilvwide.umnnnuly-wide.umnnnulywide.umnnnulyumnnnulylUII1I11I1IlII\lUII1I11I1IlIIlUII1I11I1IlII1. \ -\11- \ Id ,' piogrampugr.1111pugr1111ptocrint, ., I dudlldll-

C.IIUIl

du-

cationcationC.IIUIlCIIUIl. ( iIIil! piogiamsPIIIgl.lllhPIIIgllllhptogiunts., am11111tun onUll oneoone-
channel

Ill'

channelch.lIlIIelchlIlIIel. honitWillfront 2 dItt( ppill1)11111) in[ anil.lIldlIld'IndInd'Ind-

contnter.tal
.' .lIld-

cUIII111erlliIcommercialcUIII111erlliIcontnter.talcontntertal. , pioprimsrlupntgrr 1111\1111tats1111.lIe\ are.lIelIearc. airej.lIrcelIrceairedaire-
dtrotti4isprtttisediss

. !
fromInll11trotti4-isprtttisedisstrotti4isprtttisediss4411-1111- S ppillin , live11\l11l\ ' da\sdasd.11d11d.11.1., \ \.1.1\ a. .1Ieeisseckisseck-

F

isseckf-

irst
weekweek-

hirst
\IeeIee\

hirstF 11\1111first\ reportsrepurh olof, II the televisionIclL'VI\1l1l1IclL'VIIclLVI1l1l1IclL'VI1l1l1-

IlI1p.ILI

television-

unpu.t
' \

impactIlI1p.ILIIlI1pILIunpu.tunput., . onUllUllLillonilesWales\Lill\Lill\\ilesiles\LillIUIl\ , ' \ won- 'twon- t\IUIlIUIlwontwontsome\
' , comeLllllhsomesome-

out
'

outoul fortor al.1111at. le.istleistIL.I\IIL.IIIL.IILIIleast' .\ sixI\I\InlOlllhmonthsnlOlllh\nlOlllhnlOlllh-

"Yull
months-

"You
\

"YouYou"YullYull" trvtr\trtrytrIu\ toIu gelgetnet an.InIn. earlvelrI\elrIearlyelrIre.ldlll, \ readingre.ldlllreldlllreading-

on
.

Oilon this dlldand you\ uu lulustt won- 'two- nt\ Ull 'tt' knUlIknossknUlI-
II

knoss-
itifIIitIIItitit'sit'sitsIt ' accurateJCCllr.ltcJCCllrltcaccurate,". ,

" HendershotlIenJel\hollIenJelhollendersltotlIenJelhol-
slId

I lendersltot-
said

\
saidslId, "InIn" tactIJct manymJlly people havehJvehave-

saidsaidJIJ , and.tntnandlightly. nghtlrightlylightly) sol) , thatth.ltthlt. whatwhJtwhJt-

we
what-

wewe neednredtreednredItreedisisI a.II. two or fivet ve yeaiye.1Iye1Iyearye.1-
Irun

year-

run
.

run ol01of testsIc h , but 1I don'tdontdUIl'tdUIlt' thinkthlllthink-

lilymylily familyfJmllyfancily couldLOuld.ouldould. .ouldstandstandstandittJn it "
HendershotIlendershotlIen er\huterhut\ , his11I wife , AlulaAhd.lAhdlMILLI. ,

daughterJJughterJJughterunnJDonna\unnJunnJ\) , ISI SSandandJlldJlldUIlandsonson\UIlUIl\ .,

DaleDolle , 13 , developdevelup mostmu\tmut\ of thethe-

educational

, hchc-

edutatlOnaleducationaledutatlOnal: materialsmJtenJh torfor thethe-

expenn1ent
the-

experimentexperimentexpenn1ent , usingu mg the StateSIJteSIJte-

Operated
State-

OperatedOperated SchoolsSchool, librarylibrary-

"We
hbrlibrary-

"We
JryJry-

"W"WeWe"WW" dupe IdIhIli millimeternllllllncter filmsIIIlmIIIlm-

untu
films-

ontoontountu halfhalfII1chhalfInchinchII1ch tapetJpe and.lI1dlI1d. developewlordevelop-

the
ewlor-

thethe formatlormat , get it intomlu a.II. oneuneune-
hour

one-
hourhour formatlorm.tllormtl. andJlldJlldllIpandshipship\llIpllIpllIpIIshipit\ itII up ,. heliehe-

cxplJlI1e
lie-

explainedexplainedcxplJlI1e Tofo put together a.II..-
Ione

a-

oneone hour program , it takes oneonronr-
hour

one-
hourhour of workwork"Jlldwork"and"- anda- nd"JlldJlld"- anda- nd" there'stheres' nono-

speedup
no-

speedupspeed-upspeedup- method ,
" helie saidsaid-

"The
said-

"The
said-

"The"TheThe" real tough thingthll1g isI-
Scommercial

is-

commercialcommercial program materialmatenal ,
"

he said . "II" didn'tdidnt' realize mymy-my-
self

¬.-

self how difficultdlrtcultdlrtcult it was to comecOlliecOllie-
up

come-

upup with ., . . and these teletele-tele-

visions
tele-

visions
¬-

visions have an insatiablemsatiable apap-apap-

petite
ap-

petite
¬-

petite . ., .,
"

"AnotherAnother" problem is educateducat-educat-
ional

educat-
ional

¬-

ional materialmatcnal.. You can'tcant' findfindItitIt-

We
it-

WeWe justlust don'tdont' have massivemassive-
IJbranes

massive-
librarieslibrariesIJbranes of topnotch educationaleducational-
matenal

educational-
materialmaterialmatenal and you'veyouve' got to behebe-

careful
he-

carefulcareful what you playplayasas eduedu-edu-

callOnal
edu-

cational
¬-

cationalcallOnal material or you'llyoull' loseImelose-

interestinterest111 terest quite quicklyqu Ickly ., And onceonce-
you

once-
youyou loselosc that interestII1terest , it'sits' veryvery-
difficult

very-
difficultdifficult to get back , " he said .

"HereHere"lIerelIere" in111 Anchorage they'retheyrethey'rep-
laY1l1g

they're-
playing

'

playingplaY1l1g the American seriessenes andand-
the

and-
thethe Civilization seriessenes , butbu t really ,

is an Eskimo with a sixth gradegrade-

education
grade-

educationeducation concernedconcernedaboutaboutabout-

Greek
about-

GreekGreek culture ? I think he mightmight-

be
might-

bebe in the future , but you'v-
e

youv-
e

you'v-
e

youv-
e

you'vego-

t
you'v-

e

youv-
e

you'vego-

t'

got to get him from PointPomt AA-

to
A-

toto Point B .,

The problem is you'veyouve' gotgot-
Sesamc

got-
SesameSesameSesamc Street and The ElectricE.lectncElectncE.lectnc-

Company
Electric-

Company

.
Company , which have nothingnoth1l1gnoth1l1g-

for
nothing-

forfor the grown individual whowho-

has
who-

hashas been deprived of any typetype-
of

type-
ofof cultural stimuli .. It takestakes-

aa logical progression . ., . oror-

you
or-

youyou lose interest ," he said .

On the commercial side ,

however , Hendershot alreadyalready-

knows
already-

knowsknows westerns are a favorite .,

And when the project was firstfirst-

bemg
first-

beingbeingbemg discusseddiscussedatat Wales , therethere-
was

there-
waswas a specificspectcspect/spect/ c request for thethe-

television
the-

televisiontelevision comedy "HeeHee"II" leefee HawIlaw . "

Television in the bushbushIsn'tisn'tisntIsn't-

somethlllg
isn't-

something

'

somethingsomethlllg brand newncw anymore ,

but the Wales Experiment goesgoes-

aa few steps beyond that..

"We'reWere" ' tryingtrYlllg to measure thethe-

effects
the-

effectseffects of01 television on the comcom-coni-conicom-

munity
coni-

munity
¬-

munity , tryingtrylllg to determinedetermIne-
IlhJt

determine-
whatwhatIlhJt turns themtheist onOil , whatwlut typetYPltype-

program
'

program materialsmatenals they watch ,

whatwh.ttwhtt. they really want totu watchw.ltchwltch. ,

not b\bbybaskingb )\ asking.I\k.Ik.IIk.\ II1g them ,
"' bubut(nilt b\bbyb-

watching

b-

walchlllg

by-

watching
\

watchingwalchlllgwalchlllghJtwhat\\hJthJt\ theythl'YthlYthl'Ylatch' watch\latchlatch\ .,
"

llendersholIlendershotIlcn el\hotelhot\ saidsaid-

And
said-

And

, .lIdlId.lId-

And
.

AndAndrcporhAndreportsreportsrcporh onOil thethc WalesW.lk\W.lkW.lk-

1pCrl111ent
Wale-

sIsperunemt
. \

Experiment1-\pCrl111ent1pCrl111entI-sperunemtIsperunemt1pCrl111ent111- \ will\\111111\\ go beyondbevond thatth.ltthltth.lt-

"We're
that-

"We're
.

"We'reWere" ' testingle\llI1lellI1\ equipment too .,
"

HendershotIIcndel\holIIcndelhol\ saidJld "BeyondBeyond" thaith.ltthltIltit., ,.

weIhsse' shouldhOlild, hehc able.IblcIblc. to10 comecumlcollie' up111)111up-

II

11-

1)with

)

withIIwithaIt hhIa, I cookcuuk bookhoukhook methodIlll'tIllltmethodof' IHld ofof-

ptovidirtg

, "
piovidmgIHuVldlllgptovidirtg a.II..Ikll1s\stcMiisstcMiiSs\\ \kll1kll1stem\ ofut thisthl\thlthlp\ t\ttpetpc! \ pepcppc-

Ind

"

mdIlldInd theIhcIlse level'wiwi'wiullevelof"' oful competencecompell'lllcompelllllcontpeleit.ccontpeleitccontpeleit.c-
needed

' . "

neededlIecded to1,111tit, runrlill theIhlIhlll'lll' s\ssssstem\ \ stem\ll'lllll'lllllllldentstem-
I

\ ' "
IIhefilehe icpoitlLhlllrcpottlLhlll1111'( will\111111111111dhllwillalso\ .ilsoilsodhllalso. detaildetai-

lopeiiiutt
,k t.1It1I. II-

Up"I.II'OIlopeialionUp"I.II'OIlUpI.IIOIlUpIIIOIlopeiiiutt" ., ' costsll\hllhllh0Lost, \ ', so\00\ itII a.II.IIaliseN.iliuNiliu\alisealise.\ .II1\C.II1C.II1II1C.II1C-

lUI

alise-

Lot

.. \ '

coipoiationlUILot por.lllullporlllullpol.ilollpoliloll. electscleatsCt'lCtl!' h toIuIuuppllit ) suppK\upplluppllsuppls\ all.111111all-

their
. .1-

11Ihl'lIIhl'lIIhllItheir' 5illaees\ ill.lilll. e\eelllh\ \lllhlllhsstlhlllhl.lhksstlh.able\ l.lhkllhk.ableable. . I'kIkisleI'kI-

IIOIl
isle-

sision

,'

II\IOIlIIIOIlsision\ tlll\tllltlll'IItiles'IItilesII' \ 'IIII'' knossllll\1llll1llll1lh.11\ \lh.11lh.11what\ . Ihfilefile-

asst

,'

Ll\LlLl1asst' \ ! \11illIHl,1l1willspicadwill\ ill \IHl,1l1IHl,1l1IHl1l1spicad\ ' , 1it< ') "IIII" III1ntithlntithl-

be

; hlhl-

hehebe ILl\lhkILllhkte.isihleteisihle' ,. \ tofill, ", , 'I11LI11Lline' ' l'p"I.III"1IlpI.III1IlpIIII1Il'p"I.III"1II-
IJ

LIIIMAI"( ' ) " . It'llItllIt'llI-

ca
"'

IIJIca ddo" Ihl\IhlflitsIhlhili\ , hilibit h I dOIl'1dOIl1don'tdont' knisskniss-

Hendershot
1l0\11l011l01-

I

, \
Iklldl'f\11l1tklldl'fklldlf11l1tHendershotklldl'f11l1tdld' \ \dlddldsaidsaid-

Mean
\ dld-

k.III1Meanwhile\k.III\1k.III1k.IIIkIII1Mean\ . \" hIlLtole' , llemleishuilendershotI klldl'lklldllklldl'lh' \hh\ , II isII-

1.1111Il

is-

nutting
'

wailingnutting\1.1111Il1.1111Il\ . ! tor1(1f11ffor( theIhe[ lie noveluIIl'VL'1t1IIlVL1t1novelts' ' olulof telekkIsiskk-
VIllllllo

Isis-

visionvisionVI\lllllloVIlllllloVIlllllloC.ll\ to we.irweir\\C.llC.llwear\ .. offutioft , beforehL'111flhL111fl' ' ventmh'lltlllhlltlllsemish'lltlllI-

Ilg
semisI-

ng
'

ingIIlg uplip totoales1ortodeslortl ) \\ales1orales1or\\deslordeslor\\ .IIL\.IIL., .IIL1ur' \ 1ur a.11. two1U1\\1\ U weekweek-

acatmn
IIweek-

ya.dhon
l'llll'l-

.ll.IIIlHl

' '

\acatmnacatmn\.ll.IIIlHlll.IIIlHl.ll.IIIlHlllIIIlHlya.dhonyadhon\ . . . and.lI1dlI1d. hishl\hlillshl0111\ own0\1110111\ personalpel\III.iIpelIII.iIpelIII.iIIIIiIpelIII.iI-
check

personal-

check
\ ( .

cheekcheckcheckIlltocheckIntointoIllto proc'clprocclprolCLlProte.tProtetProte.tVales| ' . WalesWJlc\WJlc\ValesValesWales-

An

WJlc-

An
\Vales-

Art
\

AnArt engineerengllleer torfor RIH( 1\1A\111.11Alaska1\1.1\-111.1111.11111.11-

p.Illlg
Alaska-

passing
\ .\"-

passingp.I\\lllgp.Illlgp.IpIlllg.\ \ throughthnHI h theIhe villagevIlI.IvIlII. c tellskll\kllkllh-

l111

tells-

hint
\

turnhl111hint itII is1\1\1qUllCquiteqUllC popularPUPUIH alread\alread.llre.llhllre.llhllrellhalreadyalread-
I

.llre.llh-
I

already-

I

. . \
I helie engineerngll1ccrgngineer wasW.I\W.IW.IcJmped.\ campedcJmpedcJmpedlH11campedoutoutlH11lH1-

1Iur

out-

forlorIurfor the nightllI ht inIII theIhl' cablel.lhlLllhlL. ., [ tile' telelektolelek-

VI

tole-
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