N.W.T. Eskimos—

977 Enrollment Forms -D;zlivered

By LOIS KEATING
Inuvik Correspondent

INUVIK, NW.T. We've
been having warmer weather at
long last.  When the tempera-
ture: dropped to 48 below on
March 16, 1 was about to give
up hope that spring would ever
be in sight.

However, the snow is now
beginning  to melt during the
day but it freezes again at
night. - With the disappearance
of the snow, the town s be-
ginning to look incredibily diry

all Kinds of things.  long
buried under the white stuft, are
now making an appearance.

Ttos also quite evident that
considerable damage has been
done to the wooden sidewalks.
presumably by graders clearing
Huge puddles are
appearing everywhere and I eon-
stantly  have 1o make hurried
retreats to avoid being covered
with mud by passing vehicles.

I's not really dark now at
1100 pam. Although I have
spent quite o few years above
the 60th parallel, this is the first
spring for me above the Arctic
Circle — and it seems strange 1o
have it light so late, and yet to
still be wearing o parka. Planes
and helicopters are able to fly
for long hours now, and soon
they will be busy around the
clock.

On  March 28th,  Nellic
Cournoyea and Neta Raddi from
C.O.P.E (Committee for Origin-
al People’s Entitiement)  flew
over to Anchorage to personally
deliver the Alaska land claims
enrollment  forms from  the
Northwest Territories. A few
applications had previously been
sent in individually, but this

the streets.

last batch consisted of 977
names which were turned over
to the enrollment office.
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Canadian natives  arc also
working hard for a land claims
settlement.  C.OP.E., as the
regional organization, together
with the LT.C. (Inuit Tapirisat
of Canada), have been gathering
data to support their claims.
Much criteria'is being developed
to avoid many ‘problems pre-
sently being  encountered in
Alaska, such as land selection
and definition of water. .

April 7-8 was a big weekend
in Inuvik  besides the NW.T.
Badminton Tournament which
was held here, the Anne Murray
Show came to town.  They
were  sponsored by CBC (Ca-
nadian  Broadeasting Company)
and put on two performances
one i the atternoon for children

and another i the evening
tor adults.

The auditoriun of SSAMS.
School was packed  and after
the evening show, the fellows in
the band volunteered o play
for a dance Ihe  hall was
quickly cleared, and we were
treated to what was probably
the best music ever to come to
Inuvik.

Northern — Games — officials
have been busy planning this
year's games, to be held the
weekend of August 3, 4, and 5.
This is the - first time that
Northern Games will take place
after the Eskfmo Olympics. The
local people hope that a number
of participants from Alaska will
attend.

Billy Day and the Mackenzie
Delta Drum Dancers left last
weekend for Montreal  where
they are putting on a number
of performances. They are
Jjoining other  native  dance
groups from all over Canada
who have gone to Montreal to
help support the Indian and
Eskimo people of James Bay
in northern Quebec, who are
fighting to save their land from
destruction by the proposed
James Bay Hydro Project.

The Drum Dancers  from
Inuvik  are  well known in
Fairbanks, as they have often
attended the Eskimo Olympics,
and in 1971 won the Eskimo
dance competition. 1 visited
with them the night before they
feft - it was so good to see
them again, as | had worked
with them last year in White-
horse when they came down for
the 1972 Arctic Winter Games.
This group of older people have
done so much to help preserve
the dances of this area.
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Timber Concession in Indonesia-
President Suharto Praises Georgia-Pacific’s Project

EAST KALIMANTAN, In-
donesia —~ In line with Indo-
nesia’s priority objective - cco-
nomic stability and labor educa-
tion President Suharto has
just inspected the Georgia -Paci-
fic €orp. timber management
operation here and lauded its
quick success.

The company headquartered
in Portland, Ore., is a pioneer
in the  Indonesian economic
development program. It is cred-
wed with being the  foreign
operator - with  the largest per-
centage of Indonesians on its
local payrolls and u high |<nl
of training i skitled jobs.

And oafter three years ol in-
tensive  development  starting
from a dense jungle, G-P offici-
als now torecast that “the pro-
ject should operate in the black
for the first time this vear,
close to our original schedule.™

Fhe  Republic of Indonesia
president, accompanied by Mrs.
Suharto with national and pro-
vincial - dignitaries, expressed
pleasure with  the company’s
employment and work training
programs - after  seeing local
people, who had never handled
an automobile, skillfully operat-
ing complex, heavy equipment
such as mobile cranes and road-
building equipment.

G-P now employs 250 In-
donesians at its operation

President Suhurto took the
occasion to urge publicly that
other foreign operators hire and
train more Indonesians rather
than relying heavily on Philip-
pine and Malayan labor as many
labor as many do.

Working  at G-P’s  timber
facility is the first employment
some of the natives have ever

SUHARTO PRAISES — Indonesian President Subarto (left) and

wife wisit

with G
national vice president,
cession in East Kalimantan,

Gray Evans (center),
Portland, Ore.,

Georgia-Pacific inter
at company timber con
Indonesta, during official inspection

tour. Suharto praised company for success of operation in helping
build Indonesian economy
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