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Bilingual ProgramProgram-
IsIs Aim of Law SuitSuitB-

y,

ByBv MARGIE1MARGIE '' BAUMANBAU\tANBAUtANI3AUMANBAUMAN-
Fairbanks

BAUtAN-
Fairbanks

I3AUMAN-

Fairbanks
:\

Fairbanks NativeNtive; CommunityCommunitv Center will filetile suit'iuitiuit' inin-

Alaska

in-

AlaskaAlaska Superior Court in an attemptatt mpt to force the FairFair-Fair-

banks
Fair-

banks
¬-

banks North Star BoroughDorough School District into institutinginstituting-
a

instituting-

aa bi-lingualbilingual- program at Lathrop High school..

The suit will charge that by failurefailufC to act in an oror-or¬-

derly manner in considering aa-

request
a-

requestrequest for a bi-lingualbilingual- programprogram-
atat Lathrop , the school districtdlstnctdlstnct-
lost

district-
lostlost out on federal landsfunds totaltotal-tota-totatota-

ing
total-

ing

] ¬-

ing $102,643102643$11$ a :! ,643643, .,

The lundsIUllusfunds werewcrc: : mademaUl' availavail-avail-

able

¬.-

able recently under Title 77oj7ofolojofoj-

the
of-

thethe federalfederaleUUfederaleducationeducationeUU <': JtltlfJ actael.. Geoi-GeoiGeotGeoi-

gianna

Geoi-

gianna

-.

giannaglanna LincolnLlI1colll , executive directhreedirec-direc-

tor
¬.-

tor of FNCC ,. said,aId that the cencen-cen-

ter
cen-

ter

¬-

ter decided to laketJketake the( lie mattermalmat ter toto-

COllrt

to-

courtcourtCOllrt because ot01of the manner inIn-

wJ1Jlh
in-

whichwhichwJ1JlhwJ1Jlhchool: school\choolchoolchoolsupenntclldentSchoolsuperintendent\ superintendentsupenntclldentsupenntclldent-
Chu

superintendent-
ChuckChuckChu <.: k SmithSmithandand thefliefile school1htl\1htl1htl-
board

school-
board

' , ( ' \

board handled the requestrequcqrequest-
"There

requcq-
"There

request-
"There"ThereThere"" was no reasonrea on totn havehave-

lost
have-

lostlost that tundmgtundlllgfunding for the schoolthol)1thol1thol)1-
dlStrlCI

school-
district

!> )

districtdlStrlCI andamJ for theIhe suiestate, IJ IeIeie,.
" she, /ieieheie-

said
he-

said
/

said .

Word that the bilingualblll1Jgu31lundlundsfundsfunds-

were

,
were available ,. buthut that the rercre-rere-

quests
¬.-

quests had to be inI1J WashingtonWas/imgtullWasimgtull/ ,.

D . CC.. by August 23n reachedreached-
FNCC

reached-
FNCCFNCC in111 the secondsecorllJ week ol01of0-
1August

of-

AugustAugust..

"WeWe" foundfoundoutout about it notnolnutnol-

through
nut-

throughthrough the school districtdistr l.tlt. ,.

which had the information , butbut-

through
but-

throughthrough LaDoftnaLaDonnaLaDorina Harris of thethe-

Anlericans
the-

AmericansAmericansAnlericans for Indian OpportuOpportu-Opportu-
nily

Opportu-
nity

¬-

nitynily ," Lincoln said .

FNCC decided to push forfor-

funding
for-

fundingfunding of a course in KoyukonKoyukon-
Athabascan

Koyukon-
AthabascanAthabascan for up to 2323stustustu-stustu-

dents
t\J-tJtJ-

dents
\ ¬-

dents at Lathrop High school..

'WeWe' worked through thethe-

weekend
the-

weekendweekend preparing it ,. btitbtltbut wewe-

didn't
we-

didn'tdidn'tdidnt' have the proper formsfonns un-unon-onun-

tillAug
unon-

till
-.

tillAugtill Aug . 13 or 14 . " LincolnLmcoln saidsaid-

The
"IIIIsaid-

The
"

The formsfonm were obtained forfor-

the
for-

thethe center by Jerry MorangMorJng ,.

federal programs director forfor-

the
for-

thethe North Star Borough SchoolSchooSchool-
District

!

DistrictDlstnct..

Meanwhile , FNCC contactedcontactecontacted-
NorthNorth Star Borough SchoolsSchools-
Superintendent

Schools-
SuperintendentSuperintendent Chuck Smith andanuanu-

the
and-

thethe school board and requestedrequested-
time

requested-
timetime to speak on theIhe proposal atat-

a

at-

aa special meeting of the boardboard-
August

board-
AugustAugust 22n . FNCC pJannedplanned to1010-

have
to-

havehave one of itsils representativesreprerepresentatives-
then

entattvesentattves-
thenthen hand carry the proposal toto-

Continued
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Washington to meet the deaddead-dead-

line
¬.-

line .

But , Lincoln said , they werewere-

just
were-

justjust given the run-aroundrunaround- .

Smith said that the proposalproposal-
had

proposal-
hadhad to go through the schoolschool-
board

school-
boardboard and that the school boardboard-
had

board-
hadhad to have 24 hours notice inin-

order
in-

orderorder to consider the proposalproposal-
atat its specialspecialmeetingmeeting . The nextnext-
scheduled

next-
scheduledscheduled meeting of the boardboard-
was

board-
waswas in the last week of AugustA\1gustA1gust\ ,

after the deadline for the propopropo-propo-
sal

¬.-

sal had to be in .

"ItIt" turned out that ChuckChuck-
Smith

Chuck-
SmithSmith did have the authority toto-

approve
to-

approveapprove it ., The schoolschoo ] districtdistrict-
could

district-
couldcould have acted , but theythey-
didn't

they-
didn'tdidn'tdidnt' ,." she said .

"IfIf" they had just listened toto-

us

to-

usus forfpr five minutes , they wouldwould-
have

would-
havehave said 'heyhey' Chuck , you havehave-

the
have-

thethe authority . . . ,," Lincoln said .

Ironically ,. ata t the nextnex t schedulschedul-schedul-
ed

schedul-
ed

¬-

ed meeting of the
_,board , thethe-

proposals
the-

proposalsproposals was givenglVcn unanimousunanImous-
approval

unanimous-
approvalapproval.. Board member NancyNancy-
Brown

Nancy-
BrownBrown , in fact , urged that ifif-

the

if-

thethe school district'' feltfelt stronglystrongly-
enough

strongly-
enoughenough about the bih'ngualbihngualbilingual' pro ¬.

gram , it could be funded throughthrough-
normal

through-
normalnormal budgetbudgel channels .

"AtAt"AtthatAtthat"
,
that meeting , we foundfound-

out
found-

outout there was a provision givinggiving-

superintendents
giving-

superintendentssuperintendents the authority toto-

ac.t

to-

actaciac.tact. on behalfbehalfofof the schoolschopl boardboard-
in

board-
inin cases of an emergency

.
," LinUnLin-Lin-

coln
¬.-

colncoIn said .

Sufficiently irked , FNCC dede-dede-

cided
¬.-

cided to take the matter to101-
0court

to-

courtcourt and force initiation of anan-

Athabascan
an-

AthabascanAthabascan language course atat-

Lathrop
at-

LathropLathrop .

"EveryEvery" Every singlesmgle time the NativeNatIve-

groups
Native-

groupsgroups try to get money , it'sits'' aa-

real
a-

realreal fight ," Lincoln said .

"UnlessUnless" the Native organizaorganizorganiza-organiza-
tions

¬'-
tions get out there and saysay-

"you
say-

"you"youyou" do have the authority ,. youyou-

can
you-

cancan act andaod you will act ,. nono-no-
Iung

not-

hing
-¬

thingI/ungIung/ is done ," she said .

"ThereThere" was just no reason toto-

have
to-

havehave lost that fundingfundmg .

"InIn" most minority programs ,

when the money becomes availavail-avail-

able

¬.-

able , it is usually in the last minnuomin-min-

ute
¬.-

uteule and you have to fight andand-

scramble
and-

scramblescramble for those dollars .

"ItIt"IIII" may be unusualuousual for thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool board to prepare a propro-pro-
posals

pro-
posals

-¬

posals in one or two weeks , butbut-

oot
but-

notnotoot for us ,." she said .

"CommunityCommunity" officials in gengen-gen-

eral

¬.-

eral have not been that responsrespons-respons-
Ive

¬-

ive to the needs of the NativeNative-
population

Native-
populationpopulation .,"" she said .

"EveryEvery" timetune I go before thethe-

city
the-

citycity or borOughbor ugh for funding ,.

they say 'Doyon'sDoyons'Ooyon'sOoyons' ' got a lot ofof-

money
of-

moneymoney . ,. . . " she said .

(Doyon , the regional NativeNative-
corporation

Native-
corporationcorporation of the Interior ,. isis-

restricted
is-

restrictedrestricted along with other rere-rere-

gional
re-

gional
¬-

gional corporations on how il.silsitsitits-

funds
.

funds may be used . )

But Lincoln is somewhat opop-opop-

timistic
¬'-

timistic that something will bebe-

done
be-

donedone . On Tuesday morning sheshe-

received
she-

receivedreceived a call from BillHill TalbertTalbert-
of

Talbert-
ofof the community relations serser-ser-

vice
ser-

vice

¬-

vice of thetile U . S . Department ofof-

Justice
of-

JusticeJustice in Seattle . Talbert saidsaid-

he
said-

hehe had heard of the dispute overover-

the
over-

thethe bilingual program and thatthat-

he
that-

hehe is going to look into it for'forfor-
himself

' ,
himself .


