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-

ATAT ' FEA
-

HEARINGSHEARINGS
ProtestProtest-ProtestPricesr - Pricest - and Securing FlielFlielSe-

veral
, concernedAlaskansAlaskans :'Several concernede Alaskans testified at theh Federal Energy Administration'sAdministrationsd n ' HearHear-Hear-

ings
ea ¬-

ingsing:; on September 1I100 iniirrAnchorage, Anchorage to protest the unrealisticu'nrealistic
'

pricespriceSandand memeinns of sese-se-se-
curing

se-

curing
¬-

curing fuel for the people ofofruralrural Alaska . TheTIle stated problemspro lems and recommendationsrecommendations-
C3me

recommendations-
camecameC3me as a result of the RurAL CAP Energy Session in AnchorageAnchoraJe:! on the 9th of Sent-SentSeot-Seot-

ember withwi th otherother sponsorssponsors'beingsponsorsbeing'beingbeing'

:

Alaska Village Electrification CoCo-Co-
operative

Co-
operative

-¬

operative , Community EnterEhterEnter-Enter-
prise

¬.-

prise Development Corporation ,

State Economic Opportunity OfOf-Of-

fice
¬.-

. ficeflee , BIA , AFN , and RurALRurAL-
CAP

RurAL-
CAPCAP .

Jimmy Huntington , DirectorDiDirector-
of

ctorctor-
ofof the RurAL CAP'sCAPs' KoyukonKoyukon-
offi

Koyukon-
officeoffiqeofficeoffie<; located in Galena statesstates-
that

states-
thatthat "itit" has become such a probprob-prob-
lem

¬.-

lem that the low-incomelowincomelow.jncomelowjncome-. , olderolder-
people

older-
peoplepeople Who are living onon'-

a

on-
a

on'-
a

on-
a'
a smallsmal-

lpens
small-

pensionpensionpensonpenspensionon , can not afford to buybuy-

fuel
buy-

fuelfuel at all .

Huntington further statedstated-
"the

stated-
"the"thethe" oil companies had a pay-as-payaspay.aspayaspayas-
yougo

payas-
yougo

-. -.

you-goyougoyou.goyougo-. policy in Alaska wherewhere-
the

where-
thethe oil company brought the oilonon-

to
oil-

toto the village and the people ofof-

the
of-

thethe community were able to paypaxpay
inpaxinpayinmonthly installments . "NowNow" ,

'

continued Huntingtonl1untington , "inin" 1974 ,

they wantw nt cash on the line , oror-

we
or-

wewe get no fuelfue !.. "
Huntington compared figuresfigures-

of
figures-

ofof 11973973 cost which amounted to
$620620$ as opposed to the 19741974-

cost
1974-

costcost for the exact amount ofof-

fuel
of-

fuelfuel and same typetyp , is $12701270$ I 270 .

He added that "thethe" commoncommon-
person

common-
personperson has been driven out ofof-

the
of-

thethe market.. He can no longerlonger-
afford

longer-
affordafford fuel..

Lincoln Bifelt from HusliaHusIiaHusIia-

was
Huslia-

waswas concernedconcemed that their villagesvillages-
had

villages-
hadhad no bulk storage facilities andand-

that
and-

thatthat the fuel they do receive hashas-

to
has-

toto be shipped in quantities of
55 gallons which is more expenexpen-expen-
sive

expen-
sive

¬-

sive . The price of a barrel ofof-

mixed
of-

mixedmixed gas is $96.0096.009600$ . ( $1.751.75175$ .. perper-

gallon
per-

gallongallon . )
Jake Gregory from Egegik inin-

the
in-

thethe Bristol Bay Region presentedpresented-
aa report with somesom shockingshocking-
prices

shocking-
pricesprices and added hardships duedue-

to
due-

toto the fuel costs . Gregory statedstated-
"Because

stated-
"Because"BecauseBecause" of the shortage ofof-

fueloil
of-

fueloilfuel-oilfueloil- products (supposedly )
nationwide , the cost of these propro-pro-

ducts
pro-

ducts
¬-

ducts has.risenhasrisenhas . risen beyond the reachreach-
of

reach-
ofof the Bristol Bay Consumers .

- -

Gregory continued , "thethe" inin-inin-

creased

¬.-

creased cost of oil products hashas-

risen
has-

risenrisen in excess of 40-5040504Q.504Q50.- per centcent-

in
cent-

inin our area . "
Summarizing , Gregory'Gregory'- concon-con-

cluded
¬.-

cluded that , "ThereThere"ThTh" re is no energyenergy-
crisis

energy-
crisiscrisis , it is just that people areareandare-

not
and-

not
!

not opening their eyeseyed , to see allaIall-

thethe available resourcesresourcesresourcesatat hand .

Planning has to be done immeimme-imme-
diately

¬.-
diately , exploring energy altera1tralter-a1talter-
natives

r-rr-
natives

¬-
'

natives , which should have beenbeen-

done
been-

donedone 20 years ago ."
David Friday from the AssoAsso-Asso-

ciation
Asso-

ciation
¬-

ciation of Village Council PresiPresi-Presi-

dents
Presi-

dents
¬-

dents in the Bethel Region hadhad-

some
had-

somesome very interesting commentscomments-
about

comments-
aboutabout the energy situation in hishis-

area
his-

areaarea including "villagesvillages" have doudou-dou-
bled

dou-
bled

¬-

bled their oil and 'gasolinegasoline' concon-con-

sumption
con-

sumption
¬-

sumption since 1969 ,. peoplepeople-
used

people-
usedused tot rely on wood , peat , andand-

local
and-

locallocal coal deposits ; but , poorpoor-
insulation

poor-
insulationinsulation , large public build ¬

:=

ings , and internalin ternal combustioncombustion-
engines

combustion-
enginesengines have turned traditionaltraditional-
subsistence

traditional-
subsistencesubsistence villages to a point ofof-

being
of-

beingbeing dependent upon heat andand-

electricity
and-

electricityelectricity generated from oil ..""
Friday expressedex'ressed that peoplepeople-

inin the Bethel region had beenbeen-

subject
been-

subjectsubject to this type of problemproblem-
before

problem-
beforebefore , as in 1973 , 26 villagesvillages-

ranran outou t ofofoiloiloilandand gasoline bebe-bebe-

fore
be-

fore
¬-

fore summer resupply In 1974J 974 ,

34 villages suffered some formform-
of

form-
ofof rationing or complete exex-exex-

haustion
ex-

haustion
¬-

haustion of their fuel supplies .

Friday continued that , "AsAs"As-

the
"As-

the

""
the price continues to rise , con-concon-

suinption
con-

S
con-

sumption
-

suinptionSmptionsumptionS\S\!mption rises , andandstoragestorage caca-caca-

pacity
ca-

pacity
¬-

pacity continues to shrink inIn-

relation
in-

relationrelation to demand .
.""

Alternatives have been soughtsought-
according

sought-
accordingaccording to Friday , but a lacklack-

of
lack-

ofof funding was an obstacle toto-

success
to-

successsuccess of solutions .

"BecauseBecause" our people are largelarge-large-

ly
large-

ly

¬-

ly dependent on the land forfor-

food
for-

foodfood , no reduction of gasolinegasolmegasolme-
consumption

gasoline-
consumptionconsumption is expected in thethe-

near
the-

nearnear future . Our population isI-

Sgrowing
is-

growinggrowing , and this demographicdemographic-
concentration

demographic-
concentrationconcentration liashas greatly influInflu-Influ-

enced
influ-

enced
¬-

encedencedourour food cycle . Now , wewe-

must
we-

mustmust travel farther from the vilvil-vil-

lage

vil-

lage

¬-

lage to obtain the amount ofof-

food
of-

foodfood required for our familiesfamIlJC ,:"'
stated FridayFnday .

'

In completingcompletmg testimonytestimony-
David

testimony-
DavidDavid Friday posed a suggestionsuggestion-
"We

suggestion-
"We"WeWe" recognize thattha t a moderate-moderatemoderate-
sized

moderate-
sized

moderate-
sized

-

sized community in Nw;: w JerseyJersey-
equals

Jersey-
equalsequals Alaska'sAlaskas' domesticdomesttc oil andand-

gas
and-

gasgas consumption . WeWealso
,
also realizerealIZe-

that
realize-

thatthat our sub-ArcticsubArctic- environmentenvironment-
and

environmentenvironment-

andand our permafrost poses diffidJffi-dJffidiffi-dJffi-

cult
diffi-

cult
¬-

cult engineering problems foifO-

ienergy

foi-

energyenergy planners .

"OurOur" technologies are notnot-

20th
not-

20th20th century ; but are skills inm-min-inm-

volved
in-

volved

¬-

volved with survival and foodfood-
gathering

food-
gatheringgathering on the land .

"WeWe" need the assistance ofof-

others
of-

othersothers in this matterma Iter of energy ,.

particularlyparticu larly an independentindependen t rere-rere-

search
re-

search
¬-

search program thatthat-thathatconcent""- concenconcen-concen-
trates

concen-
trates

¬-

trates on the problems of ruralrural-

Alaska
rural-

AlaskaAlaska . The Association ofor VilVil-Vil-

lage
Vil-

lage

¬-

lage Council Presidents and othoth-oth-
er

oth-
er

¬-

er rural communities would likelike-

to
like-

toto assist the President, and hishis-

energyenergynergy advisors in setting upup-

such
up-

suchsuch' a program . "
Mike Harper , director otofot-

RurAL
of-

RurALRurAL CAP., was among thethe-

interested
the-

interestedinterested parties who testifiedtesllfiedtesllfied-
as

testified-
asas an advocate for the low-lowlow-

income
low-

income
low-

income
-

income , ruralruralresidentsresidents .

Harper statedsta ted that , "DuringDuring"DunngDunng"Dunng-
last

"During-
last

"
last winter ,. several communitiescommunitie

- .

found themselves short of fuelfuel-

products
fuel-

productsproducts necessarynecessary to provideprovide-
heat

provide-
heatheat for their homes and gas foiforfor-

their
for-

theirtheir snowmobiles , which areare-

necessary
are-

necessarynecessary (not for recreation ) ,.

but for life-sustaininglifesustainingIife.sustainingIifesustaining-. activitiesactivities-
such

activities-
suchsuch as hunting , fishingfisl ng and traptrap-trap-

ping
trap-

Harper

¬-

ping1
ping1Harper
ping . '"

Harper commented , "BecauseBecause"Because-
of

"
of tlireethree basic problemsprob lems ,. I antianti-anti-

cipate
n tj-tjtj-

cipate
¬-

cipate rnanynJanymany ruralruralvillagesvillages will bebe-

caught
be-

caughtcaught up in severe shortages :

lack of storage facilities necessinecessi-necessi-
tates

necessi-
tates

¬-

tates dependence on 55-gallon55gallon55gallon-
drums

55gallon-
drums

-

drums , transportation problems ,

soaring rates for fuel ,. and now ,.

drum charges .

"AnotherAnother" problem encounencoun-encoun-
tered

encoun-
tered

¬-

tered is the lack of a creditcredit-
policy

credit-
policypolicy , cashcashonon the line is notnot-

posible
not-

posibleposible in Alaska'sAlaskas' rural vilvil-vil-

lages
vil-

lage
¬-

lageslage s .

"AsAs" a result of this fuel probprob-prob-
lem

¬.-
lem , many people will do withwith-with-

out
¬.-

out what has become a 'luxuryluxury' '
to the people ofofruralrural Alaska ,.

heat ," continued Harper..

Harper'sHarpers' suggestion to insurinsur-insur-

mg
insur-

mg

¬-

ingmg that communities will getget-

enough
get-

enoughenough fuel is to install bulkbulk-

storage
bulk-

storagestorage facilities immediately totvtv-

the
to-

thethe villages that have none .

"II" understandunde rstand that StandardStandard-
Oil

Standard-
OilOil Company of California hashas-

assisted
has-

assistedassisted int he financingfmancmg ofofsuchsuchsuch-

proJects
such-

projectsprojects ," commented Harper .

A suggestion posed by thethe-

CAP
the-

CAPCAP Director was that a state-statestate-
established

state-
established

state-
established

-

established loan fundfundcouldcould gogo-

a
go-

aa long way towards providingprovldmgprovldmg-
fuel

providing-
fuelfuel products , this activity couldcould-
most

could-
mostmost appropriately be connectedconnected-
with

connected-
withwith the Governor'sGovernorsGovemor'sGovemors' Office ofof-

Energy
of-

EnergyEnergy and 'possiblypossibly' CommunityCommunity-
andand Regional Affairs .

Harper ended testimony byby-

saying
by-

sayingsaying , "ItIt" seems ridiculous thatthat-

AlasKan
that-

AlaskanAlaskan products lying so closeclose-

to
close-

toto rural villages will be shippedshipped-
out

shipped-
outout via pipeline to the Mower'lowerlower'
48' while ,. on the surface in thethe-

rural, rural Alaskan village , people willwill-

be
will-

bebe without the fuel necessary toto-

heat
to-

heatheat theirthm homes in the sub-zerosubzerosubzero-
clImate

subzero-
climate

-

climate ol01of Alaska "


