
Alaska LegalLegal-

ServicesServices GetsGets-

FullFull FundingFundingWA-

SHINGTON

FundingWA-

SHINGTONWASHINGTON , D . C . - FolFol-Fol-

lowing
Fol-

lowing
¬-

lowing hisills talk yesterday withwith-

Senator
with-

SenatorSenator Gravel (Democrat-AlaDemocratAlaDemocrat-Ala-DemocratAla-
ska

- ¬.-

ska ) , OEOOED Director-designateDirectordesignateDirectordesignate-
Bert

-

Bert Gallegos agreed to restorerestore-
full

restore-
fullfull funding for the public legallegal-

services
legal-

servicesservices program in Alaska .

Senator Gravel contacted thethe-

OEO
the-

OEOOEO chief when he learned ofof-

plans
of-

plansplans to end the "acceleratedaccelerated"accelerated-
funding

"accelerated-
funding

"
funding level " in the State .

In effect , the OEO decisiondecision-
would

decision-
wouldwould have meant a reduction inin-

funding
in-

fundingfunding levels in Alaska fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe existing $6161$61,00061000$ ,000000, a month toto-

.about
to-

about.aboutabout.. $40,00040000$40OOOamonth40OOOamonth$ , a month - a one-oneone-

third
one-

third
one-

third
-

thirdthirdreductionreduction .

"ThatThat" kind of a reductionreduction-
would

reduction-
wouldwould have been irresponsible ,

callous , and uncalled for ," saidsaid-

the
said-

thethe Alaska legislator today . " Mr .

Gallegos and I discussed the matmat-mamat-
ter

t-tt-
ter

¬-

ter yesterday , and he has propro-pro-

mised
pro-

mised
¬-

mised me that he'llhell' restore thethe-

socalled
the-

socalledso-calledsocalled-- Alaska accelerator overover-

the
over-

thethe next six months ," afterafter-
which

after-
whichwhich legal services becomes anan-

independent
an-

independentindependent entity , as legislatedlegislated-
by

legislated-
byby CongressCongreS$ last July .

Senator Gravel saids d that "wewe"we-
cannot

"we-
cannot

""
cannot afford any reductionreduction-
whatsoever

reduction-
whatsoeverwhatsoever in Alaska legal serser-ser-

vices
ser-

vices

¬-

vices ," citing recent increases inin-

Native
in-

NativeNative applications stemmingemmingsstemming-
from

emming-
fromfrom the Land Claims SettleSettle-Settle-
ment

¬.-
ment Act and risingiising numbers ofof-

cases
of-

casescases in Bethel , SitkaSilka , Nome andand-

other
and-

otherother areas .

The number of cases in NomeNome-
and

Nome-
and

Nome-
andand Sitka have more than doubl-doubldoubl'e-

d

doubl-
ed

doubl-
ed

-
. '- ed

e- d'. ed duringjuring{ the first six months ofof-

this
of-

this
of-

thisthis year over the same period in
1973 ,. he said .


