THIS DRILL is the first of 38 to bore holes that will receive 18-
inch- vertical support members (VSM). Some 80,000 VSM's will
support 382 miles of elevated pipe along the trans Alaska pipeline
route. The drilling above is being conducted at-a 150-foot section
of the pipeline near Fairbanks. Final winter testing will be conduct-
ed at the site in preparation for actual pipe emplacement next
spring. Alyeska Pipeline Service Company is the firm responsible
for the .design, construction and operation ‘of the trans Alaska
pipeline. :



