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SurvivalAtturfffowrukVAtturfffowrukV

'

k'sYksY's.YsY. Youne
.
Wife(

'

Sets HimHim-HinU'- , Uti for Death ',
! . '

- .

' Editor'sEditorsEdit ot'sotst'sts'' ' Note : The followingfollowngfollowfollowing-
is

ng
is the secondSScondsecondcond installmentinstallnient ofofiheoftheofihe-
story

ofthe-
story

.thethe.,

story of Chief AttungowrukAttungowrukofAttungowrukof-
Tigara

::ofof-

TigaraTigafaTigara point((Point Hope ) , who be-bebe-

came
be-

came
be-

came
-

came notoriousn torious largely becaufsebecausebecause
.

,'

of his use of liquor .

Reprinted from Tun'draTundra' TimesrImes: -

, ApritZOApril 20 , 19641964-

By
1964-

By
1964-

ByBy HOWARD ROCK ,
'

,

Times EditorEditor-
"Chief

Editor-
"Chief

Editor-
"Chief"ChiefChief"ChiefChief" Attungowruk was 'aa''a-

shrewd
'a-

shrewd

'
a

shrewd business man ," saidsaid-

Eebrulik
said-

EebrulikEebrulik , great-nephewgreatnephewgreat.nephewgreatnephew-. of thethe-

Chief
the-

ChiefChief . "HeHe" traded goods , such asas-

yard
as-

yardyard goods , flour , tea , sugar, andand-

other
and-

otherotherpolarbearthingsthmgs , for fox skins , polar
bearbearskins-skinsskins-, , and baleen . WhenWhen-

ships
When-

shipsships came duringdllring the summer ,

helsoldhesoldhe ;', sold thcmthem, . HeH became quiteq ite aa-

rich
a-

richrichrichmanmanman-

'From
. ,

;/'From'FromFrom/"FromFrom"FlomFlom"' what I heard , he waswas-

really
was-

reallyreally a fine man . He didn'tdidnt' ,. lies-lieshcs-hcsheslies-

itaie
hcs-

itate
--='

itaieitateitale to help anyoneanyone'wh-
o

anyonewh-
o'-

who
w- ho'-

who
w- ho' neededneeded-

it
needed-

ititit.. But he became a completelycompletely-
different

completely-
differentdifferent man when he drank .

This11 'ss' led him to murder his favorfavor-favor-
ite

¬.-

iteitewifewife\wifewife\
, Quinuwanna , althoughlthaughalthough-

he
lthaugh-

hehe didn'tdidntido'tidot' know he did it due toto-

heavy

to-

heairyheaVyheairy drinking ."
'

.BeginningBeginningBeginningof

.

, of the EndEnd-
When

,

When the effects of liquorliqorliqliqor-
wore

oror-

worewore off and after the terribleterrible-
realization

terrible-
realizationrealization that he had killed hishis-

wife
his-

wifewife , it was the bebeginningginning of thethe-

end
the-

endend for Chief Attungowruk . HeHe-

didn'tseem
He-

didn'tseemdidrt't-seemdidrt'tdidrttseemdidn't-seemdidn'tdidnt' -- to care whathappen-whathappenwhaLhappen-whaLhappenwhathappen-
ed

whaLhappen-
ed

:-.--

ed to himJUm or to anyone anymore .

His grief for the loss of hishis-

wife
his-

wifewife was genuine . He brooded inin-

his
in-

hishis somber hours . He lamentedlamented-
when

lamented-
whenwhen drinking . He also startedstarted-
to

started-
toto blame some of his wives forfor-

the
for-

thethe tragedy . This was Unfounded ,

of course , but he persisted .,

An added pall of dread perper-per-

vaded
per-

vaded
¬-

vaded the Attungowruk househouse-house-
hold

¬.-

hold . The women did not feelfeel-

safe
feel-

safesafe any longer . Some of themthem-
thought

them-
thoughtthought that something wouldwould-
have

would-
havehave to be done . But , what ? ByBy-

themselves
By-

themselvesthemselves, they were powerlesspowerless-
toto do anything againstagamst the popo-po-
werful

po-

werful
-¬-

werful brute - an insane maniacmaniac-
when

maniac-
whenwhen drunk . .

From Bad to WorseWorse-

The

Worse-

TheThe brooding AttungowrukAttungAttungowruk-
became

wrukwruk-
becamebecame progressively worse inin-

his
in-

hishis drinking habits . His tempertemper-
became

temper-
becamebecame short and he exercised itit-

by
it-

byby beating up less stronger menmen-

in
men-

inin the village . Hate and fear be-bebe-

ame
be -.

:ame the order of the day .

Even when he was drinkingdrinking-
heavily

drinking-
heavilyheavily his strength was no matchmatch-
for

match-
forfor any man in10 the village . HeHe-

now
He-

nownow ruled his people by brutebrute-
force

brute-
forceforce and not by reason . In anan-an¬-

, ,
.

swer to this rulet le there creptcrept
. ''

anan-

lII1easy
an-

uneasyUneasylII1easy atrribsp'hereatrribsphereatniOslihereatm sphere' '
in TigaraTigira ,. ,.

PeopleTheybecameno longer reveled . They
became almost mute expectingekpectingekpecting-
the

xp ctingcting-
thethe . '"'WhatWhat' willunexpected "WhatWhat haphap-hap-

pen
hap-

pen
¬-

pen next ! " people asked in mufmuf-muf-
ned

muf-
fled

¬-

flednedfled'voicesvoices'voices'

., '. "

Within a year after the murmur-mur-
der

¬.-

der of his 'wifewife'

, ,. AttungowrukAttungowruk-
claimed

Attungowruk-
claimedclaimed anotherano her victim ,. a manman-
whom

man-
whomwhom

,
he thought was underunder-under-

mining
under-

mining

¬-

mining his station in Tigara . ThisThis-
was

This-
waswas to be followed by two moremore-
murders

more-
murdersrrturdersmurders .

'

FearFeat gripped the community .

Each man ,
' or woman , imaginedim'aginedim'agined-

rornself
imagined-

himself

'

himselfrornself that 'hehe'

he was to be thethe-

next
the-

nextnext victim . Men spent sleeplesssleepless-
nights

sleepless-
nightsnights to protect themselves andand-

their
and-

theirtheir families .

Fearful Young WifeWife-

Attungowruk's
Wife-

Attungowruk'sAttungowruk'sAttungowruksAttungowruk'sAttungowruks' youngest wifeWife-

originally
wife-

originallyoriginally came from a villagevillage-
south

village-
southsouth of Tigara . She 'waswas' one ', ofof-

four
of-

fourfour children in her family . SheShe-

had
She-

hadhad two younger ,. sisters and anan-

older
an-

olderolder brother .:
' After QinuwahnaQinuwaOnaQinuwannaQinuwaOna-

was
Qinuwanna-

waswas killed by .herher., husbandh'OsbandhOsband' , andand-

after
and-

afterafter severalseveral.month-
s

severalmonth-
s

severalmonths
.
months , the youngyoung-

Wife
young-

wifewife gainedga.medgamed. favor from the Chief..

But along withwit ) } that suspicionsuspicion-
from

suspicion-
fromfrom Attungowruk began to manman-man-manman-

ifest
man-

ifest
¬-

ifest itself..

Since she was aprettyaprettyprettywomanaprettywomanwoman ,

the Chief began toto accuse her ofof-

being
of-

beingbeing unfaithful.. She began toto-

'bear
to-

bearibear'bearbear' the brunt of her husband'shusbandshusband's-
drunken

husband's-
drunken

'

drunken tirades and accusationsaccasations .

People whowhwhQ had heard of this bebe-bebe-

gan
".-

gan to look to her as a markedmarked-
woman

marked-
womanwoman .

"It'sIts"h'shs" ' just a matter of time ,"
people said .

The young wife was aware ofof-

the
of-

thethe probable doom . It was frightfright-fright-
ening

¬.-

ening and oppressive to her . TheTThe-

danger
,

danger to her life was real and ifif-

there
if-

therethere wasWaG nothing done , she waswas-

sure
was-

suresure to lose it . What to do aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe danger she was in became anan-

obsession
an-

obsessionobsession with her . She vowedvowed-
toto herself that she would dodo-

something
do-

somethingsomesomethingtiling about it - and sheshe-

must
she-

mustmust doitdo it soon !

Drink-crazedDrinkcrazed- ChiefChief-
Apparently

Chief-
ApparentlyApparently driven by remorseremorse-

of
remorse-

ofof his deeds , Chief AttungowrukAttungowruk-
sought

Attungowruk-
soughtsought refuge in the numbing efef-ef-
fects

ef-
fects

¬-

fects of the drink . In his sobersober-
moments

sober-
momentsmoments he was a tragic andand-

deeply
and-

deeplydeeply depressed manman-manHe.- He wouldwoldwold-
try

would-
try

!)
try to make amends for thethe-

wrongswrongs he did .
,
Although pathepathe-pathe-

tic
¬.-

tic , these werewereweremetmet with somesome-
show

some-
showshow ofofsympathysympathy but mostlymostly-
with

mostly-
withwith unintentionedunlntentioned artificiality ,.

Attungowruk could sense thistJUs

-
and when he drank , it added fuelfue1fue1-

to
fuel-

toto his tirades . ]
', , '

'

As ' he was drinking one even-eveneven-
ing

even-
Ing

-. '

ing h'ehe' suddenlysuddenlyshoutedshouted ,. "I'mIm"I'm-
hungry

"'' ,

hungry ! " He turned to his youngyoung-youngyoung-
est

¬.-
est wife and told her to cookcook-
some

cook-
some

.
some caribou neatIrteat,meat . She respond-respondrespond-
ed

-.
' ed fearfully and went downdown-
through

'

through the pitpitentranceentrance andand-

out
and-

outout into a cooking
.

chamber inin-

the
in-

thethe hallway .

The young wife took specialspecial-
care

special-
carecare in cooking thetbe meat , exactlyexactly-
the

exactly-
thethe way AttungowrukAltung'owrukAltungowrukAttung'owruk'' liked itt..

When it waswas
, done , she put thethe-

steaming
the-

steamingsteaming briskets-brisketsbrisketbrisketsand$'- andandribsribs (AtAt-AtAt-

tungowruk's
¬.-

tungowruk'stungowruks' favoritefav rite meat ) intointo-
aa ' wooden bowlbow and broughtbrought-
them

brought-
themthem into the housenO\lsenOlsehose\ .

She placed theth . bowl in frontfront-
of

front-
ofof her husbandihusband,1husband1husband, ; who , by thisthis-

time
this-

timetime was roaring drunk .

"It'sIts" ' about tirnetirlletiniatini a you got thethe-

meat
the-

meatmeat cooked , you cheat ! " AttunAttun-Attun-
gowruk

¬.-

gowrukgowrukroaredroared . "ItIt" never used to .

taketak you thattha t long . What did youyou-

do
you-

dodo , sneak outQut again ? "
It

'-

was
w- as' was no use jto;+ to answer herher-

husband
her-

husbandhusband and theth\ththyoung(\, young wifewife-

wal
wife-

walkedwalkedwaledwal\wal\<ed over to the other womenwomen-
.md

women-
andand.mdmd. sat down among them , coco-co-
wering

co-

wering
-¬-

wering . '

The RaigeRageRaige-

Attungowruk
Rage-

Attungowruk
,

Attungowruk , after a heavyheavy-
swallow

heavy-
swallowswallow of liquor , picked up aa-

piece
a-

piecepiece of brisket.. He bit into itit-

and
it-

andand lookedlookedmenacinglymenacingly, aroundaround-
toto his young wife .

"ThisThis"ThiThi" is not the way I likelike-

the
like-

thethe meat ! YOU - CHEATINGCHEATING-
WOMAN

CHEATING-
WOMANWOMAN ! " the Chief screamed .

Rage nownOwnOwcompletelycompletely obsessedobsessed-
Attungowruk

obsessed-
AttungowrukAttungowruk.. He spluttered andand-

rasped
and-

raspedrasped in theth deadly quiet of thethe-

huge
the-

hugehuge sod igloo - the only soundsouT\dsouTd\- the sound of a man fraughtfraught-
evil

fraught-
evilevil intentin tent..

He took another swallow ofof-

liquQr
of-

liquorliquorliquQr as if to brace himselfl mself . HeHe-

raised
He-

raisedraised himself unsteadily to hishis-

feet
his-

feetfeet and staggered . He flexedOexed hishis-

huge
his-

hugehuge muscled arms and let out aa-

wild
a-

wildwild sound ofofragerage and lungedlunged-
toward

lunged-
towardtoward his young wife . Just bebe-bebe-

fore
be-

fore
¬-

fore he reached her , he fellfeJJ heavheav-heav-
ily

¬.-
ily on the floor.. Before he couldcould-
do

could-
dodo any harm , liquor had knockknock-knock-
ed

¬.-

ed him outout.. He lay face downdown-
snoring

down-
snoringsnoring raggedly .

Deathly SilenceSilence-
Deathly

Silence-
DeathlyDeathly silence descended onon-

the
on-

thethe huge room except for unevenuneven-
snoring of Chief Attungowruk .

of the women stirred for aa-

long time .

"WhyWhy" don'tdont' you try to sleepsleep-
for a while . I will fix a bed andand-

put a cover on him ,,"" the young

-
', wife saidsaidaid just above a whisperwl sper .

The women nodded . -_.
.

.
"ItIt" is hot in here and hetie isis-

sweatingsweating . I'llIll' get out and open thethe-
corner

the-

cornetcomercornercornet ofof' the skylight ," thethe-

young
the-

youngyoung woman volunteered .
She went outoul and walked upup-

to
up-

toto the1the' roofroofofof the igloogloo . 'WhenWhenWhen-
she

'When-

she

'

she reachedr ached thethe'skylighttheskylight'skylightskylight' ,;,
'

she uri-uriun-unuri-

fastened
un-

fastened
un-

fastened
-

fastened two foot-longfootlong- pieces ofof-

wood
of-

woodwood and liftedlift d the corner ofof-

the
of-

thethe oogruk gut windowwindowJwindows SheShe-

looked
She-

lookedlooked down into the room andand-

she
and-

sheshe could plainly see her husbandhusband-
lying

husband-
lyinglying on the floorOoor .

.

It waswas .aboutabout. the hour ofof'eleofele'eleele' ¬.,

ven in
.,

thfrthe-thetheevening- evening and the earlycarlycarly-
June

early-
JuneJune sun was shiningshining'aboveshiningabove'aboveabove' bov thethe-

the
the-

thethe horizon . The weatherweither; '' waswas-

beautiful
.

beautifulbeau tiful.. The young wo'rnanwornanwomanwoman-
could

woman-
could

'

could not help but comparecompare.itcompareitit.,it toto-

the
to-

thethe evil atmosphere of the AtAt-AtAt-

tungowruk
¬.-

tungowruk household .
11-

SheShe wentwcnt into the househousc quietq\.lietq.lietq.lietlietquiet-quiet-
ly

\. ¬.-

ly , Some of the women hadhadahadalalaal-alal-

ready
) ¬.-

ready bedded down and two ofof-

them
of-

themthem were preparing for bed .

The young woman fetchedfetchedafetched-
thick

fetched-
thick

a
thick haired caribou skin andaitdaitd-

laid
tJdtJd-

laidlaid it beside AttungowrukAttungowrAttungowrikk. SheShe-

then
She-

thenthen gently rolled him over tojt9tatt9ittatitit .

Reflection i1i-

The

I-

TheThe young wife looked dotyndodowndown-

at
nn-

atat her husband . Her eyes blurredblurred-
with

blurred-
withwith tears and she murmured ,

"AttunogwrukAttunogwruk". , you used to bebe-

such
be-

suchsuch a good man - a good man ."
AfterMter covering her husbandhusband-

with
husband-

withwith a light squirrel blanket , sheshe-

moved
she-

movedmoved quietly to her accustomaccustom-accustom-
ed

¬.-

ed bedding spot.. She laid downdown-
on

down-
onon her back making sure-tosuretosure.tosureto-. useuse-

her
use-

herher light parka for a pillow .

The young woman did notnot-

try
not-

trytry to go to sleep . She gazed outout-

into
out-

intointo the blue sky through the opop-opop-

en
op-

en

¬-

en triangle of the skylight.. SheShe-

was
She-

waswas wide awake and she did notnot-
intend

not-
intendintend to go to sleep ,. ffearsfearsTears(( filledfilled-

her
filled-

herher eyes and cascaded down herher-

temples
her-

templestemples . She couldn'tcouldnt' suppress aa-

sob, sob . She wept quietly .

After what seemed an eternietemleterni-eterni-
ty

¬'-
ty , she looked around the room .

Attungowruk was snoring heaviheavi-heavi-

ly

¬.-

lyIy . And all the women were apap-apap-

parentlyasleep
ap-

parently
¬-

parentlyparentlyasleepasleep .

Stealthy DepartureDeparture-
TheThe youngyoung woman raised herher-her-

seU

her-

self
¬-

selfseU
"

slowly to a sittingsiltmg positionposition-
looking

position-
lookinglooking around all the while . SheShe-

stood
She-

stoodstood and picked up her lightlight-

parka
light-

parkaparka and paddedpaddednoiselesslynoiselessly onon-

her
on-

herher muklyksmukhlksmukluks, toward the pit enen-enen-

trance
en-

trance
¬-

trance ,. As she was about to gogo-

out
go-

outout , AttungowrukAltungowruk grunted noisnois-nois-

ily
nois-

ily
¬-

ily . The sleeping women stirred .

TheTh young 'wifewife' froze with a

' '< 'JJ '
}\ sickeningsickenmg fear in her bosombosom , herher-

eyes" eyes wide with ,. fright.. Her kneeskneknees-

felt
s

: feltfeltweak"
weak . She didn'tdidntdidndidn'tdidnt' (

, daredar toto-

breathe]{ breathe . 11<1-

1tt( A great relief camecanre3canre3over! over herher-

when
her-

whenwhen Chief.AttungowrukChiefAttungowrukChiefAtlungowruk., resum-resumresum-
ed'his

resum-
ed

-.

(,
ed'hisedhised ' his heavy snoring . The1"he1he" sjeep-sjeepsleepsleep-sjeep-

ing
sleep-

ing

-.
!; ing women were still onceoorrcece more .

., She lowered herself ddwndownd wn into
I! thethepit-pitpit>.- pit entrance and stole 'outout'out-

the
'out-

the

'

the hall aridal'J.dalJ.dalJdarid' . into the eariyear.lyearly. morn-mornmorn-

t

morn-
ing

-.

t\
ing daylight.. j.ii.j-

The
.i-

TheThe hour was about two inirtirt-

the
in-

thethe morning . "TheThe'The"' sun was sliin-sliinshinshin-sliin-

ing
shin-

ing
-.

ing brightlybr g tly
... She donnediherdonned ! her par-parpar-

ka
par-

ka
-.

, ka , looked around , andananc . startedstarted-
walking

started-
walkingwalking . She walkedwalkedalmostalmost casucasu-casu-

ally
casu-

ally
¬-

ally toward the west sidpsidesidsideofof thethe-

viU

the-

villagevillageviU ge ,. She did not wantw nt to runrun-

for
run-

forfor fear of arousing dogs thatthat-

might
that-

mightmight bark at her .

,. The village looked deceptivedeceptive- ¬-

lydeceptivelypeaceful in the early morningmorning-
sunsun of fhethe latelatc spring . LooseLoose-

spring
Loose-

springspring ice was floating around inin-

the
in-

thethe Chukchi Sea . The stragglingstraggling-
flocks

straggling-
flocksflocks of eider ducks were flyny-nyfly-ny-

ing
fly-

ing
¬-

ing on their way north .

TheThc young woman was startlstarllstartl-startl-
ed

¬.-

ed to see a man walking towardtoward-
the

toward-
thethe south beach apparently goinggoing-
seal

going-
sealseal hunting . Helie did not looklook-

back
look-

backback . She felt relieved . She keptkept-

walking
kept-

walkingwalking casually&asuallyasually& ._

She reached a sod igloo thatthat-

was
that-

waswas one of the last ones on thethe-

west
the-

westwest side . She entered quietly .

There'wereTherewereThere-'wThere'wwThere-wireTherewire"--' re stxsix peopleeople sleeping .

'

She padded stealthily toward aa-

tall
a-

talltall man . She got on her kneeslu1eeslu1ee-
sand

knees-

andand tapped himrum lightly on hisIusIus-

shoulder
his-

shouldershoulder . He awoke and lookedlooked-
around

looked-
aroundaround - a mixture of fear andand-

surprise
and-

surprisesurprise on his face .

The young woman bent closeclose-

to
close-

toto his ear and whisperedwhispe red for aa-

long
a-

longlong period . The tall man listenlisten-listen-

ed
¬.-

ed ,. frowningfrownilg} . He grew pale .

Stole Back HomeHome-
WhenWhen she was through whiswhis-wwhis-

pering
} s¬.-

pering to the tall mann\annan\ , AtAttun-AttunAttun-
gowrulc's

Attun-
gowruiC's

tun-tuntun-

gowrujf's
-

gowrujf'sgowrujfsgowrulc'sgowrulcsgowruiC'sgowruiCs' young wife stole quietquiet-quiet-
ly

¬.-
lyIy out of the igloo . She walkedwalked-
back

walked-
backback to her home making suresure-

not
sure-

notnot to hurry . She entered asas-

stealtluly
as-

stealthilystealthilystealtluly as when she went out..

Attungowruk was stillstili snoringsnoring-
and

snoring-
andand the women were still asleep .

The young woman wentwen t toto-

bed
to-

bedbed without being noticed . ThisThIs-

time
This-

timetime she wanted sleep but sleepsleep-

would
sleep-

wouldwouldwouldnotnot come . Her nerves werewere-

at
were-

atat a breaking pointpoml.. Her lipslips-

trembled
lips-

trembledtrembled and she shiveredslllvered butbut-

not
but-

notnot from cold . She was in aa-

statestatetate of agony but she dareddardared-
not

dd-

notnot cry out..

Agony of WaitingWaiting-
SheShe was waitingwailing now and sheshe-

did
she-

diddid not want to wait.. IfIfsleepsleepsleep-

would
sleep-

wouldwouldwouldonlyonly come it11 would numbnumb-
her

numb-
herher senses. It would not come .

She knew thatthaI.. And then sheshe-

heard
she-

heardheard a faintfarnt bruslungbrushing noisenOlsc fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe vicinityviclnllY of the skylightk.ybghtkybght. .. SheShe-

knew
She-

knewknew what it was She turnedturned-
away

turned-
awayaway from theIbe oogruk gut winWIJ-WIJwin-WIJ-

dow
win-

dow
} ¬-

dow and faced the wallwall-

Time
wall-

Time
wall-

TimeTime seemedseeme to standstan stillstili -

interminablemtermmable time1time ' She heardheard-
another

heard-
anotheranother faintfamt noisenOJ'iCnOJiC' - then anan-

incredible
an-

incredibleincredible stillnessstlllness ..

With a great suddennessuddenncss , aa-

deafeningdeafeningcafening explosion 'filledfilled"filled'" theIheIhe-

huge
the-

hugehugehuge room of ChiefOllef AttungowAttungow-Attungow-
ruk

Attungow-
ruk

¬-

ruk ! A tifletinetitle shot had been firedt n d .

The young wife of the ChiefChlcfChlcf-
screamed

Chief-
screamedscreamed . She kept screamingscreamrng -
screamingscreammg !

To(((To be continuedcontlJ1ucd )


