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. VillagesVMages work towardtoward"unitytowardunity"unityonity

Plans made for statewidestatewide-
village

statewide-
villagevillage corporation associationassociation-

AA statewide association for Alaska Native village corporcorpor-corpor-
ations

corpor-
ations

¬-

ations will be formed in February , under a plan set forthforth-
by

forth-
byby a gathering of Native village representatives in AnchorAnchor-Anchor-
age

Anchor-
age

¬-

age last week . Seventy-sevenSeventyseven- delegates from village corporcorpor-corpor-
ations

corpor-
ations

¬-

ations created by the Alaska Native Claims Settlement AclActAct-

of
Act-

ofof 1971 unanimously adopted a "ResolutionResolution" for the creacrea-crea-
tion

crea-
tion

¬-

tion of statewide Village Corporation unity 1"> in a meetingmeeting-
held

meeting-
heldheld just before the annual convention of0'[ the Alaska FedFed-Fed-

eration
Fed-

eration
¬-

eration of Natives (AFN ) .

Village delegates pointed to "manymany" problems and concon-con-

cerns
con-

cerns
¬-

cerns in common "" and "thethe" need for unity is we are to sursur-sur-
vive

sur-
vive

¬-

vive in the corporate world .
" The villagers agreed thatthat-

they
that-

theythey needed a common voice to speak for their concerns .

The plan calls for a steering committee to develop propro-propro-

posals
pro-

posals
¬-

posals for consideration by village corporation representarepresenra-represenrarepresenra-
tives

represenra-
tives

¬-

tives during a statewide convention to formally organizeorganize-
the

organize-
the . .the association "nono.no" later than the first part of February ,

1980 . " The corporation delegates , mostly village corporcorpor-corpor-
ation

corpor-
ation

¬-

ation presidents , said they were aware that "villagevillage" corporcorpor-corpor-
ations

¬-
ationstiollscorportiollshave had little or no voice as a group and as indiviindivi-indivi-

.dual
indivi-

dua
¬-

.dualdual.,, dualdua(, entitiesntities in decision making. processes that affect themthem-
directly

.
1irdirectly
directlyVillagers

.

c't1yct1y' .
u"

'VillagersVillagers.VilIagersVilIagers-Villagers'.- were firmfiffi1 in their desire to create a statewidestatewide-
Jrganization

statewide-
organizationorganizationJrganization specifically to address the problems and concon-con-
ems

con-
erns

¬-
cernsemserns:; of village corporations . "ThereThere" is presently no meansmeans-
for

means-
forfor voicing Village Corporation concerns and problems inin-

common
in-

commoncommon at the federal , state , or AFN level ,
" they noted .

Their resolution also stated that "AFNAFN" and regional corcor-cor-
porations

cor-
porations

¬-

porations cannot and should not act to represent VillageVillage-
Corporations

Village-
CorporationsCorporations without expressed authority from VillageVillage-
Corporations

Village-
CorporationsCorporations . "

( See VILLAGES , Page 12)12)
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( Continued , from Page One )

lagelagI.' corporation concerns . TheThe-
feeling

The-
feelingfeeling is such an .associationassociationassociation-
would

.association.association-
wouldwould work closely with AFNAFN-
and. and ANF . "

Sam Demientieff , President ofof-

the
of-

thethe Interior VillageViJlage Association ,

hopes that the final report of thethe-
Join

the-

JointJointJoin1.. Federal-StateFederalState- Land UseUse-

Planning
Use-

PlanningPlanning Commission , whichwhich-
strongly

which-
stronglystrongly recommends financialfinancial-

and
financial-

andand technical assistance from thethe-
federal

the-
federalfederal and statestategovern-governgovern'- governmentsments ,

and moral support from AFN ,

be honored .

DemientteffDemienDemientjffrfstatedstated that a resoreso-reso-
lution

reso-
lution

¬-

lution was passed at the AFNAFN-
Convention. Convention calling for federalfederal-
and

federal-
andand state financial and technicaltechnical-
support

technical-
supportsupport for the next decade . HeHe-

addedadded that village corporationscorporatiGllscorporatiGlls-
"want

corporations-
"want"wantwant" to get organized to helphelp-

themselvesthemselves ."

i{theiNeeds and concerns that thethe-

village

the-

villagevillage corporations and leadersleaders-

have
leaders-

havehave identified include , but areare-

not
are-

notnot limited to : technical assistassist-assist-

ance

¬.-

ance delivery ;: identification ofof-

technical
of-

technicaltechnical assistance needsneed'snee 's ;: rere-rere-

source
re-

source

¬-

source pooling ;: discussions ofof-

land
of-

landland problems ;: alternatives toto-

the
to-

thethe municipal form of governgovern-govern-

ment
govern-

ment

¬-

ment that is required by the SetSet-Set-

tlement
¬.-

tlement Act of 1971197 I ;: legal isis-isis-

sues
is-

sues

¬-

sues and questions ; exchange ofof-

information
of-

informationinformation between village corcor-cor-

porations
cor-

porations
¬-

porations ;: conveyance of newsnews-

to
news-

toto government agencies and rere-rere-

gional
re-

gional
¬-

gional corporations and nativenative-

organizationsorganizations ; and a monthly

business newsletter that will inin-inin-

form
in-

form
¬-

form corporations on statewidestatewide-
corporate

statewide-
corporatecorporate news and day-to-daydaytodaytodayb-
usiness

daytodayb-
usiness

- --
business .

Merculieff emphasized thatthat-

the
that-

thethe 77 village corporations thatthat-

are

that-

areare already involved want toto-

make
to-

makemake the association "asas"" demodemo-¬-

craticera tic a forum as possible for fullfunfun-

participat
full-

participationparticipationparticipat ion by any village coi-coicor-corcoi-

poration
COlcor-

poration
-.

porationpOTation that wants to supportsupport-
the

support-
thethe idea and get involved . WeW-
edon't

W-
edon'tdon'tdont' want it dominated by anyany-

particular
any-

particularparticular influence ,. we want itit-

to
it-

toto be the village corporationcorporation-
venicle

corporation-
vehicleveuicleveniclevehicle ..""


