White seeks needs-based subsistence

Editor's note: This is the sixth in o
series of articles the Tundra Times will
be running on candidates for gover-
nor and lieutenant governor.

by Geoll Kennedy
for The Tundrn Times

sistence law hased on economic need,

The 36-year-old Democratic guber-
natoria] candidate would introduce
legislation to provide subsistence fish
and game for fumilies, but he would
try to find n way to keep them from

necessary o provide o subsistence low
based on economic need, he would
promote such an amendment.

The fairest uppronch would be to
hring the issue to the voters in order
o unify all Alaska Native people,
White sad
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e White: Losing wouldn’t be a disappointment

continusd from pegs o

“This one thing would umify them,
hee s

Asked how he would balance the
stile budge! when revenues dirminish,
White said his first preference woukld
e 10 cul stiate jobis.

Then he would increase tanes on the
ol imdustry. White considers the pre
sent txng mechamsm anfar, (il
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they deserve (o he suid.

He would also mmipose heenses Hor
and riuse xes on foreigners and non
residents who take Tish owithin 200
mules of Aluska's shorelines

“His third chuice would be o cap
Permanent Fund dividends at SHO0 1y
L. He would wse the moncey saved
Frevmy thist cap to help pay for schiools
and highway repuirs

““Highwoys here are a real johe,
White wand

Alter those three cost-cutting
measures. he would vat axd to local
povernments,

White's lnst resort would be 1o mm
pose stite meome taes. He would use
the revenues from such txes o pro
vide subsidies 1o help reduce housing
costs of people who live in Alaska, he
sad

White would retan the Rural Alaska
lelevision Network in il present
[orm.

“It's m very greal service and should
he kept,”” White said

He wiould encourage but not reguire
rural residents 10 select more educa-
tional television programs, he sad

He supports the longevity bonus
Hut he would require recipients o live
even longer in Alaskn than the two
years now uired. He wouldn't
reduce the $250 monthly payments,
but he'd put a cap on that amount.

He would continue the Power Cost
Fequalization subsidies to rurl Alnska
Bui he would provide state subsidies
for windmill projects, solar-power col-
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White considers
moving the capitol
from Juneau to
Willow one of his top
priorities. He'd spend
a billion dollars from
Permanent Fund
earnings and even
from the fund itself. . .

lectors and geathermal projects amd re-
quire rural residents o use such enerngy
sotces os alternatives 1o fossil fuels,
[ sl

Developing  alternative  energy
sonrees swould play an important part
in the evonormic development of rural
Aluska. he saud

White wounld also  promote
moose farming and  possibly bison
farming in the Bush. Although enties
have pointed out Taded monse - farming
ventures in the Soviet Union and
Cunudi, the practice has lourished in
Scandanavian countries, such as
Finland, White sad.

He would promote development of
minermls, Such as platiniom in Western
Alaskn, he said.

To help develop the economy of
rural Alnska, he'd ofe highwiays
built 1o Nome, | and Cold Bay.

Alnskn **seems to be a state of reac-
tion instead of a state of action,”
White said.

As governor, White would also in-
crease state funding for day care and
provide safe houses and shelters for

Rival White
abused women
White considers moving thie capitol
from Juneay to Willow one of his op
riorities. He'd spend o billion dollars
rom Permanent Found carmngs and
even from the funed itsell, if necessary.
o finance the move, he sand  The
federal government would match tha
billion dollars and private indusiry
would  contribute  wbout o ilhon
dollars 1o pay for the project. he suid.

White, a resudent of Aloska all his
life and n high-school gradute, hasn 't
held any elective oflices in the state,
but he has worked for the political
vampaigns of former governors Walter
Hickel and the late William A. Egan
He handed oul pamphlets [or can-
didates Russ Meckins and the late
Wendell Kay as well, White said. He
ran for Congress iwo years ago and
for governor in 1986

*“I run an unconventionul campaign
and do not seek campaign contribu-
tions, " White said. Runming for office
is “‘something every 3-year-old
Alnskan should do to get new ideas,”’

Four vears ago, White was looking
lor i job as Lhe économy wis reacting
oy the sharp drop i ol prces. He ap:
phiad 1o the Aluska Ralroad, which
had seven positions and 3 SU0 ap-
plicants and with Arco, which had one
b and S0 applicants. White sad
I'hen he soticed a job opening lor
governor oF Alasks and only six ap
phicunts hud signed up for that job m
the time. S0 le decided the odds were
better Tor landing shat job. Whie
kel

Podistees Dhavad Drctiwan and Maie
Hellenthal comsder White such o loog
shiol thesy don't @ven Jesd b o thaea
porhitical preference polls So ol usked
B iF e was ranning, o win o |ust
o communieate s deas
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