She’s learning how
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Elvara Ticket is wimng for the wp
1 want o see how Far | can o,
she sid recently. "My goal o be
the Tirst Femade Dirst sergeant i the

Viasku Army National Guoard.

Nicket, 32, has been o Guard
member lor 14 years. A NANA
shareholder, she wias born in Kotzebue
But rased 10 Selawik

Une day an Alaska Army Guand
fecruter caine Lo her high school
Selawik and talked o the shudents
abwrul enlisting,

Ficket's Tather hadl been in the Ar
di . and she talked with her mothes
it shening up

My ther vsed ro wilkoa lor abyou
whett v fber was ane the Army
kst beowieg s sivlorais il petiing
Fadun febids hoar dinmktlid iy, Tkt
kbl She Tk mow b ws gowwd Lor iy
Laathawer aamnd bk e, "Wy dhon 1 v
T S T

Wthy bar idber s permissaon
P ket aliceqile] veEinhist eeviesn thoieh
e wan omtly i the TURE grade

s e Dyasaw Traiming i Al
L iched revollind, L when 1ot s
o Qo lade to g back o schioal
Soc bt schon| wied didn n go back uin
bl five years lier

Pt sand she consndéred ukime ihe
tesd o o Cioneral Educatnon Dhploma.
bl she decided she wanted o
[ull high school education

Wi shie went back o highe school for
thirge years wnd earned her diploma.

ket cpedins the A rmy Gaard with
provding opportumties for education
and tramig and encouraging ber (o
!_'ll.l'Ui'

W hen D bt jogsed, | didn'l know
amythimg, " she saud. Al T was goad
e wirs making copies. So they sent e
lur Imore traming.

“The Army Guard 5 always send
e me for more trmmng o L oan get
better amd learm new things.

Pickel suys thut sometimes high
sebiowdl stdeniny See her an her uniliorm
and starn asking questions about the
Cobaredd. She enjoys talking with young
people amd answerimg their guestions

For some reason, the picls ure
sty seared o poun, x!fm sl

Mavhe at's because they ve heard
awhul stories about the bisie trmining,

I lell them | was scoared, (oo, but
it s ot reilly that havd and Tdid OK

She telis them about the benefiis
he s enpoyed

losrnng the Cloard s o way 10 po
(loves amd travel, oy, she sod. 7
o bt all the schools they throw st me

every o ol theny | wat o oun
pevvve movaell, amd all the trdiming
lroe

Ficker is curreotly o staff sergeant
sworkang dor the 3rd Battallon in
kowechue She's o personnel sl non
cintiss il ol liver,

W onake care of anvibing v do
with  persinne| keep medical
recoids, ke care ol pay problems
cvervihimg, " she sl

Fhomgh she somet moes as sk
catra howrs o get her pob done, Ticket
sy s shie enjoys il

1 ke supervising amd helping peo
ple with their problems,”” she saud

s nospecwl job, and | itke 0"

Croe thienge <he hoes aad 10 bearn i the
Army Guard s bow o give orders,

“Some of the older guys sull think
a worman con 't do o good job, and they
hive problems with taking orders from
B owoinan,  she paad.

“With them [ just have o muke sure
they know | l"l.‘-E-lfj’ mean it when [ pive
an order, 1t helps that 1 get a lot of sup-
port from my lesders, ™

Those problems are getting less
common, though, and Ticket says she

‘We share
duties and help
each other out
whenever we car.
In the Guard,
we're just one big
family. . .’

s vl dhivar B ber Iellow Unpid
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v lemwrmed thad af 1 orespedt o
provaie, e eve e The ssonw respect
ek aie wanl | wvanmt e
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W shiare dooes and help each
Sther il whepever we can e the

Gl wo re pist one beg Liomily
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to give orders

T¥et enlisted in the Army Guard while she was sl in hieh 3ol




