Den Nena Henash - Our Land Speaks

Ut Kah neek - Informing and Repaorting

Yupiit Qanlautciat - The Way Eskimos Talk

Unangan Tunukun - The Aleuts Speak

Inupiat Paitot - People’s Heritage

FNA says thanks to volunteers

Tu,t'h:-' editor

The Board of Directors of the Fair-
banks Native Association would like
to thank evervone who helped oy muke
this year's FNA potlaich o success.

The FNA latch 15 sustmned
through the efforts of volunteers and
dionations of {ood and cash from the
community. We would like to extend
our sincerest thanks to all those in-
dividunls from Fairbanks, too
numerous 0 list here, who helped us
by donating food, supplies, cash and
lme.

Their contributions made this truly
i community effort. We would like w
extend an extra thanks o Amold
Brower Sr. of Barrow for donating
whole seal, and to Lawrence Kaleak,
also of Barrow, lor sending us such
u pencrous portion of mukiuk.

¢ would also like to thank those
businesses thai coniributed 1o this
event, including A&W Wholesale for
their generous donation of paper pro-
ducts, Interior Fish Processors for the
wonderful fish, and MarkAir and
Northern Air Cango for flying in a seal
and other delicacies at no cost.

We waunt to thank the Native Culture
Awareness Class of the Fairbanks
Correctional Center for doing all the
cooking and making all the salads the
night before. This was a tremendous
job and would not have been possihle
without their help,

We would like o thank the school
distnct for working with us in being

able o use the caleterin and gym al
Ryan Middle School, We would also
like o thank all the school district per-
somnel who helped 1o prepare for and
clean up during this event.

Entertanment was provided by the
Crossing Paths Dance Group, the
Nulato Dance Group, and the Tuma
Theater Dancers. We were pleased 1o
have such a variety of dance groups
arid that all of these groups agreed (o
perform despite the shon notice.

Congratulations also 0 Denise
Swenson for capturing the Miss FNA
title for 1990, and 10 Crystul Hebert
for placing as first runnerup.

Finally, we would like to extend a
specinl thanks to Barbara Bluckens for

mizing the 27th annual FNA
potlatch and for making surc that
everything worked us it should, We
would also like o thank Diane Doody
of the school district for her hard work
undd cheerful artitude.

We are pleased to say that we were
able to serve the approximately 600
ﬂr.m without any difficulties, We

pe 1o see as many or more in 19491,
However, none of this would have
been possible without the tremendous
efforts and generous donations of our
volunieers and the community. Thank
you.

. Sincerely,
Samuel S, Demientiefl
Executive Director, FNA
Fairbanks

Alaska Natives need subsistence

To the edior:

| wm not a Native Alaskan, but hive
heen an Alaska resident for more than
30 years. 1 live in rural Alaska in o
small Native village and have been
closely Tollowing the subsisience
ispucs and problems for s long time.

There have been o number of ar-
ticles and letiers in your newspaper,
ms well ns in other news rs and
forms of media during this time. A
this time | would like 1w address some
of the topics I feel have not been been

coninued on pages thrse




e Subsistence

continued g pags |wo

vonsidered wately

eMany individuals  adennly
themselves as Alaska Natives, when
they are really only Narive Aliaskans.
There s a difference, and | wish peo-
ple would recognize the difference

A Nunive Alaskin was borm i
Aldnska. An Aluska Native is a descen-
dent of the onginal inhabitanis of this
greot land we now call Aluska.

* True traditional and customary use
of Alasks natural resources s not
something that resulis from one or two
genermtions’ use. Very few, o any,
non-Natives can show or jusufy true
trudiiional  or  customary  use ol
Alaska's natural resources.

Suime non-Natives clivim o be from
Giilies  that  have  always  hunted
amdb/or fished, This may be true, but
are thewr traditional and Customanry
uses of Alaska resowrces or of Mon-
tana, Washington, Nevada,
resimrees”

Alska Nutwves have a psycholigical
and physiological need for thear tradi
onal Native food. This need canno
he satisfied with other types of food,
such as pork, beef or chicken, How
many non-MNatiyves can make this sioie-
ment truthfully”

| feel tis difference 15 sdidressed in
Sec BOLCL) of the Alaska Natonul In
lerest Lands Conservation Act when
it defines the essential need 1o Nanwve
culiural exisience and non-Native
sicial existence.

Both rural and non-rarml Alaska
Natives have this need for thew
“Native food ™" and must be given the
opportunity o obtain what they necd.

All Alaska Natives and some rural
non-Natve Adasks residents have an
actual need tor and depend on the use
of mutueal resources o suryive

e problem has been that the state
of Alnskn has tned w adidress thas pro
e by detimng snd designanng con
nies a5 rarlll Seco RO o
ANITLOA Gisos the term restdens. the
TN ey i L IRg i)
anywhere. Indhividual meeds have tir be
dldressed

A rurdal non- MNobive cesadent with o
LSOO plos-i-vear  taomly  neome
conmint pastify ond stoukd not g8t @ sub
sistence  prelerence. while @ non
Native with o very low incofne lving
e Fueid Adasha, but fof i a communm
ty designated by the swmte as rurad

deprends on subsisience 16 survive.

There s o difference between gk
isteriow. personal wse and sporr. Sub
astence s oa torm ol personal e
witile persomil use dies o necesaart
trean subsisience us

Subsistenee  micans the physical
physiolpgical or  psvehological
dupindency on the resoarree. Persaomnel
dse means the indviduial uses what he
o she obtmns . The yndovadoud oy or
iy el depend on the resouog

Sport means an ndivadual  whi
hunts and/or fshes for the enyjoymem
They may or may not use what they

pet, they dov nol depend on the
TesOiree,

"he state of Alaska has been hos
et hand tone detinimg el Rural
s amy e Ul b o rban. 'Why e
Just ded e wrbeen and mke the rest ol
the stiate rural’!

Welwter delimes wedian as ol, i oo
CosLieuae gy A Jitv ey teriatie ol
cities, The stite of Alaska could delTne
wrbsere as  Dest cliass oty wathm on
orinsed  bironegh

U the issbie of Nuhive prelerence
the stote of Adnskis hos teved sdudressaed
or considered  Section BULLY o

— =
ANILUA, which states i part, ““the
gpportumily lor subsislonee ose s
Wattves o Native L andd NGives
Al oo - Natives on puphic Lamds sy
o LR

A overy lirg Pt of Aldakin iv Sarp
am] Thes Limd ool be clomeal tie gl
bt Natise hurilers by the idavadial
corporabns or e mdividoost Mt
cwnreds, This would cavse o b
ol problems o other honters . Do wy
really seant this!

Willtaen 1 Malber
[t Larke

Natives must have a subsistence preference

To the edinor

I was not surprised on the outcome
of the Alaskn State Legisfaure thas
session on subsistence. | cotld under-
stand the conflicts between rural and

urban.

What happened in Juneau by the
state of Alaska legislators thal vited
no 10 our inherent rights to subsist was
blatant discrimimution and an attitude
of non-Native people they must be
listening to, because they were nid
listening to the Native leadership
throughout Alsska,

What our legislators failed 0 do wa
ive the citizens tn Alaska the nght to

vate on g constitutional amendment
The message seems fo be that we can-
nist make o chojce,

In Junewu, ot the Thngit and Hada
convention, | heard an  inspinng
specch made by Thomas Jackson. The
Tlingit elder sad 1t 18 o God-given
right 1o subsist. If Mr. Jackson said
it s time to go 1o war, | would have

In Anchorage, ot the Aluska Federa-
tions of Natives Subsistence Summit,
the message wis clear: AFN has to in-
clude all Aloska Natives and to pro-
tect subsistence rights by any means

The fears of the opposition that |
heard were they are very mininformed
and insecure people. The fact 15 thit

Letters to
the Editor

considering all Fish and  game
harvested in the state, 4 percent went
o subsistence uses, | percent went o
sport uses, and U3 percent went o
commerciil uses

These numbers came Trom * Sub-
sistence  in Alaska; A Summary
Repart™ bi, the Division of Sub.
sistence. Alnska Department of Fish
amd Game

The fact is subsistence to the Native
people still expresses ancient spiriual
linkages between humans, wild
amimils and the land handed down by
our forefuthers. Bul we were never
denied or demied anyone the right 1o
provide for families.

There are many non-Native sub
sistence users in Alaskn who put up
fith and game for the winter, amd
many of them are your neighbors

The swute of Alaskn does  pin
recogmize Indian tnbes or Indian
Country; the fedeml government does
recogmize Indian tnibes and  Indian
Country.

The question [ ask myseli: | wonder
if we are not better off in dealing with
a poverning body that will listen o our
concemns!

Remember, the problem of sub-
sistence s with the state of Alaska
legislators, The federnl government is

now the management ol our notural
resources. | don't have a problem. 1
I need 10 hunt and fish. 1 will.

| cannot help but repeat an earlicr
stitement. I anyone s o blame o has
heen the explomtion by  rapists.
caupitalists and opportumsts, The laws
are created (or further explomaton of
all our natural resources, Our sein his
heen a unlimited resource Tor food and
econormic exchanges for thousands of
uninterrupted years until now

Wit do we do now? We have w
support out leaders who are trying 1
protect the rights you have inherited,
toir, and unselfishly fighting for all
Alaskans, Sometimes decisions are
made at 4 moment’s notice, and we
look around to see If we have people
standing besude them

It 1% ot an easy sk, bul things have
to be said and backed up. 1 apploud
the Native leadership throughou
Alaska and the people who speak oul
o thie important ssies thit lay before
us for the future of our people

In closing, [ think that Native
preference has 1o stay us the number
one priority. The survival nur people
and culiure depends on 1

Sincerely.
Don F. Hofl Jr
Ketchikan



