Alaska loses under federal management

by Rep. Eileen MuocLean
for the Tumdre Thmes

Uhis legislative session hus broughi
many  ditficalt but  rewarding
challenges as well as disappomtments
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OPINION

I heowigh oy, posatioms as chagy of
Bush 4 atdus and the Commiunity andd
Bemonal AMairs Conumitiee and o
Cluan sl the Schoal Periormmanee o
mtley, | hiwve tearnedd aboot the focan
o legwderstup amd the mportimee
o oty Loty Deongs strengih
corecit e it bakbine 4
sfonge coliiion amdng membiels ol
P s pataones (o figha Tor the needds
] rural Adaskans Every dedision we
mpde enpatled aocost o wosacnilice
But, owe made these dewisiony gon
sconisly and onee they were made o
wls o crical e ons by siaml el
i

s s mot b sy thal wee dog |
disagree, bul we lowrkend (o ity o
VR AT BRI amd oo kil Inm'rhu'l
bl sealupen
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Ssubsestenee

Thwe iy betoee s session il
ponirmed . Mk 60 g hseorical et
oicnreedd e a0 200 200 vestes thee
Alpskis. Hoose ol Kepreseptanive
pin bl pon s an Sbbsdsaeniee amendime|
B Uhe Adishi ' Constitaen,

oo btiomil panenadner wias i
vinIy sodutrom availistde oo Allnskans L
the retentiom of stale paiiaeemenl of
fhshy rpd wealidlide

Altbnrgh peolly shiowed support Tor
vl prederence by a 2 toe ] margim
there were nid the oecessery 27
Huotise vistes on that Tatelu] Sunday
might o pass oul the subsistence

medsure, Howse Joint Besolutjon 74

Hesciuse the Legislatare dich mon piess
HIR 74, there wall be mo yole of the
people i Novembiy (o0 detenmine
whether there should be g rural
prelorende

The state will nod be able o come
ito complionee with Tederal law for

PVET Wi Vedns ikl the ke
bl fde electhon whion the Lssue
e ewirsiled

Beginmng July 1, there will bhe
bederal  management of  hish and
wildlite over two-thirds of Alaska
The state will lose oppoftuniies D
the stale currenily prowides for hun
mg and' fishing

Ihe measure the House failed 1o
sy wondld have provided o preletence
b stthsistence usts by tural residents
winch did not preciude subsisience wie
by restdients i mon-rurad areas, 1
wirld e altowed Alaska voters i
richin state oo pemen| ol T il
wildhile omeall Masko public lamds ©
st bt alfowed Abpska vislers foe
devade the Tate o sinbsistence

Noturddly | was disappoinied o the
Hlowise vire. Mamy legistatonrs Loled i
see that this ooas much a non: Native
Inadie a0l i INdlive dasie

St huntees annd sports Lishietmen
taled o see bow puch they will Tose
shimlld federal wkeover occur, The
vire disregards the etlects of having
o duid systern ol fish ged wild(ife
nungement gy witll as demes Alaska
voders  the opportumity o decide
whether they wanl miore government
comntrol in their Hves

It abso reflects the imherent difficulty
ol 1rying 1o resolve complex issues in
thus legislative process, Because of the
dembnds of having (0 aiddress many
waues, most legstotors did ot have
the time 10 lesrn the socil and legal

Although polls showed support for
a rural preference by a 2-to-1 margin,
there were not the necessary 27
House votes on that fateful Sunday
night to pass out the subsistence
measure, House Joint Resolution 74.

PricC ey of subsihlence

A sl session gy provide twm
with thal opportuniy. The govern
bas antmated  thar he would hold 3
spectil session on subsistence . but he
s, ot commitied 1o thil prospect

Other hills

Regandless of the disappointment ol
nol resolving the subsistence dilermimg
several of my bills tht will positive
Iy affec I"IIT-EIT areis of the stiske puseed
by the Lepsdature this session. They
e hude

sHouwse Bl UM, wilech  conilid
povientially inerease state mumigipal wd
ety S2SAOEHD b SN0 The bl
prasaedd two minutes baltore adjodim
et of e legislabive sessiom This
mcrease will help mony saller com
rmbies, o wihadh there s Iitle o am
tax base, provide vital services such
as podice mnd Dire protectiod,  road
muntenance, health care and o safe
and healthy water supply ond sepii
syalen

Tiv the Last lew years, reductions in
Lhe o ipal asststance amd reveoue
stinng programs have at those small
connmunities the most

The Senate Commumity  and
Regional Alfairs Commitee added o
niEw section thal would increase the én
titlement tor each municipality for
roacds from 2,500 10 53,000 i ar least
41 472,000 1s approprioted for the
revenue sharing program

*HB 159, which will exempt for a
twiryelr period, the assessment of *'in

phace natoral resources. Durng the
twi-yvear portod, the Depurtinemt of
Comununtly. amd  Regionn]  Adlfalrs
woithcormsulwation Troo the Departooen
of Revenwe amd the Aliskn Mumicipal
Leugue will Comduct a sty of various
dptians of xing these fesces, sich
an eoal, timber, pold. gravel, peat
lemd o even amumml Berds. g luding
but nol Moted o a0 complete
CATInpLion

Fomtrobuced s Bl oo reaction (o
Pressure (bt s beenceserted o baotl
thet stite amd snmapil] assesson’s o
aither remove Teons statote e reguirne
ment o tax utideveloped resources ol
o Dol o wany 1o assess therr vl

oFIH 469 lnd Hiwse Concvrreni
Eesadunion <6, whichembiace lour ok
o Five sithaonal et tormahn e Codrsibli
recommendations.  They  include
creating o special inferagency commil
v (o coordimate health amd funaly s
vice programs related (o school pet
formuance, having mandated state goals
ol educanon, establsbing mundared
mieasires of achievement snd Pri
viding incentives Tor the lmmprovement
ol -.«t't-nlnl perforinanee

The work of the joint committes 15
ool over, This imtenm we wall hold
mechings Wy contitue our work on (m
proving school performuance in Aliska
In additson, 1 imtend 1o contimae work
g w find solutons 1o uaresolved
insucs from lust session as well us
rescarch and draft new legaslation for
next year that will benefit rural
Aduskans



