|CC: Natives must have subsistence

Phe Touit Corcumpolar Conlerence
hias essued o posinon stterment strong.
Iy supporiing Alnska Nanbve sub.
sistence  needs  and  decrying  the
Legisloire s fmlure 1o set on the st
i the recent legislotive séssiomn,

Meetiog 1 Barrow  carlier  this
rnatith, members of 100 s Excoutve

Council met with Rep. Eileen
Mol ean, D-Borrow, and oidhers 1
disvuss  subsistenge. The 1CC

represents ot of Greenland . Conagdo
arl A lnska

Fhe statement says the 1CC
‘deoply concerned ™ by the fuilure ol
the state of Alaxka 1o -boog the sture
sulsistence priooiy law ilo dom
phinnce with the Alaska Natinal In
terest Loands  Consersvotiom At
Because the current law hns beon
deviured anconsttunmal, Bilure by
the Legastoture tiootake aotwm ensures
h:l[t'i'ur tnkeover ol fish and  goame
management  on federal  fands
& Laski |1i|:.. |

I s the posinon of dhe 1O 1
e prrity of mdigenous subsasence
rights must be recogmized amd o
tectin]. With regand o mot subsisienc

utilisation. it is approprite tha after
submistence peeds have been met, and
subect lo Conservation regquireiments,
any harvestable surplus should  be
aviailahle lor other usts

1o uchieve these management ob
jecimves in the ahsence ol aprpropaie
stte legislanion and regulppon. 1CC
reconnizes and supports the nght ol
the Alskan tribes amd  Nanwve
At s e ontridl with  the

tedernl government o conperatively
manage the resources on which they
depend,”” according o the statemen

The 1CC also sand oowould not be
i Adliska Natives” best interest 1o have
the stute contrict with the fedeoral
government  lor  management
responsibilities

I s thee view of the TCC that tribal
and Nutive organizations are in the
hest position to negolisic cooperative
management agreements m the long-
term interest of the resources amd ol
subsistence users who dépend on
them.

“The Alaska Federaton of Natives
has called for the ulimate recognition
of a subsistence priocity for Alaska
Niutive members and For the affirma
ton of the authority of Alaska tribes
o ranige and regulae subsigtence ae
Hvities by their members

“The 1CC strongly supports this
AFN prworty and calls on the stte of
Akt work with tribal authorivies
and Natve organizations o seck
lasting solution which recognizes anl
supparts  Alpskn  subsistence.”  the
statemem sanl



