APIA seeks Aleuts relocated during war

by Anna Plekett
fiwr the Toadrs T

The lomg awnited Waorld War [
reparations have linally armived, and
many Aleuls who were relovated from
the Aleutinn Chain and Pribilof [slands
are now receving thelr restitution
moes

Aleut
Reparations

It all started between Diee. 7, 1941,
and Sepd. 2, 1945 when the Jupancse
mvisded the Aleuban lslands. The LS,
mibitary rushed 10 Aloska's rescue,
mwving  Aleut Families Trome then
homes, saving it was lor their own
cafery . These famibies hved in Atka,
Mikolskn, Al Unadaski, 51 Paul sl
S Giearge,

They were ploced on shaps and taken
wwiy with mothing b the clothes on
their hoacks and whint littde they could
curey i theiy arms. They were ondered
o leave, po places they hiul never been
and relinguwish their belongings amd
homes 1o the miditary The people
wire relocated 1 places n
Southeastern Alinska, such ns Funmei
Bay, Angoon, Admimlty Island and
Barneit Infer

Puring this perasl, the homes were
wsied G howse sobilices and lor plan
i therr virnous strategies aganst the
Papancse. Lile care from the pmbiary
fleft the homes not only  sithout
maimtenaiey, but misused and abused

Personal  ems were  stolen by
solchers. Churches were used ang
desecmted. When World Wir 1 énded
arid the Aleuts were allowed to return
hotne, there wias little or nothing lel
Their homes and churches had been
damaged or destroyed,

Nt only did the LS. military seie

homes. but they also seized the eotire
ibaanch of Adta This aslamd received the
miosl damage from the batles wiged
thete, Decades  lmer, Sen. Ted
Stevens, R-Alnska, introduced a nll
1 cleéun up after the military, These
ey were (o remove all debrs, i
cluding miortar vemony and thousands
of various uodetonnted bombs. There
are AUl soumds of the rgimg war as
some ol these  abandoned  bombe
eaplinde

Following that, there was a peneral
consensus among  Alewt  leaders
Hearcding 1o restitution Tor the displiced
Advuts o pepay them for personal loss
andd ermotiomnl damuage. On Aug 10
IUHE, such o il was passed

Fhis b, called the Ciail Liber
tes At provides the Aleor people
with S15 3 mullion Tor Fiscul Yeur
| A,

The 4200 450 Aleuts whi huve ae
wally heen displaced und the children
borm during this period will receive
512,000 each. The Aleut Corp. will
receive $10 million for the isld ol
Attu, which the corporation wiss piod

e

able 10 ¢lam as part of the Alaskn
Native Cliims Settlerment Act, and the
Aleutian/Prbilol Islands Association
received SR or the admindstra
non and distnbution of the monies

Phae 5153 malbion s just pant of $27
iallion thast s been approved by the
LS. governmient as part of the repara
pons. The remamng 5117 nualhon
will be distoibuted e the Tollowang
Vs

Troustees ol theé s villages will
receive 514 mallion of that money K
restore the domaged churches, One
church an Atk was burned. Church
wons that have been damaged o
destroyed will be replaced or repanmed

Cither fumdy are planned for schilar
shibps, benetit of the elderly, disubled
o seriously il persons, preservativin
ol the Adeit caliordl hertige and
|'II\|UI'I['.I| ll.'l,'[ll'lj\, IHIFIH\'L‘FIH'HI il
1.r'll'l.’|11ililllt':|.' LRTRRENTS and aher ['I’l"
poses o improve the condition ol
Aleut hile

APIA has been designated 1o assiv
in verifying who the eligible Aleuts
ure. Two employees, Flore Lekunod

T o

aid Cora Steadmian, die spearheading
the verulicabwn process, under the
strpervision of Lhimin Plalemono!, ¢x-
eculive director of APLA. They will
check nmes agiainst ships " munilests
These logs are vital in determuning
who was actually relocated

Unforiunately, Unalsski's reloca-
tlon eftons did not include keeping o
mifest. Citizens who were rehocated
tronmn Ulnadaska are regueed to provide
two alfidavits from unrelatesd people
and birth centificates,

COme of the problems AFLA 5 oun
mng nto are Ihe  vanous e
chianges. Many have been marmed
since the relocation, which b oot s
difticule. It's the changes goven ty the
Aleuts’ nmmes because soldiers were
urible o pronvunce or spell the Rus
sian and Aluet nimies thay cause the
fsl conlusiin

Chce the venlications have been
completed by the loval village coun
cils bnad a paned of Adeuts, the spplica
Doris Tor testitibuion imonies are sent
1o the Bureau of Indian ATors Tunea
office for fnul vertBeation amd s
siaatee of the appropate hecks

About 350 Adewis bove been locaned
dind wre under comsderation lor the
finds. The sent of the people are sull
being  sought with advertising an
noneement s spread soross the Linied
Stites via the Titernabional Red Croms,
Boswaal praapers i ruadien st s well

ds the Cable Mews Netwiork na
ol MNews
Fhicee 1+ e deiidline e apply

hoswever, there miy b 4 cut-ofl poanl
it o response 18 heand over dnex
tended penod of time

Annag FPickere, an Athabascandn
H}{m:u, i wyrrkiog ax o secrviary for
the Alewiicin Honxing Awitfeoriiy



