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Many Carry-Overs Remain

Of Servitude

By TOM SNAPP
Are the people of the Pribilof Is-
lands living in servitude?
Not in the strict sense of the word
but many carry-over bonds of servi-
tude remain on the islands.

in Pribilof
permif from the Seattle office of the
Bureau of Commercial Ficheries

“I da not consider myself free as

you and other people ip Alaska,”
said Gabe Stepetin, who has been

president of- the St Paul village
In a nutshellthe Pribilovians live | off and on for 20 years.
di with an petin made the in a

in luxutious surt
appalling lack of independence and
security. ,

They cannot own ‘land.. The gov-
ernmert{ owns the homes in which
they live, “They depend almbst en-
titely upon the governmenY for em-
ployment, More than a dozen Prib-
jlovians teld this reporter they were
afraid to speak at a public meeting
for fear of losing their jobs.

Until recently an archaic pass sys-
tem Tequiréd everyone coming or
going from ghe islands to have a

tape recovded interview for pub-
lication. He jndicated.hé was taking
u chance of losing his job for mak-
ing the statement, >

“Wé are in servitude” said ‘the
' Rev. Deacon Smile V. Grqmoff, who
was forced to resign as president of
St. Paul in_1962 when he wrota
articles for this paper.

“The only way [ became free is
by becoming-a priest,” said .Father
| Michael D. Lestenkof, of the Rus-
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‘Many Carry-Overs of Servitude Remain .
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sian Orthodox Church at St. Paul.|
Father Lestenkof indicated that the
Church owned its land and for that
reason he had much more freedom
than the people to whom he minis-
tered.

“The charges thnl you printed-that

Agatangel Merculief, of St. George
Island.

The five' member commission ap-
pointed by Governor Egan in public
meetings on both islands skirted the
question of servitude—they did not
ask about it. Tt was brought up in
public meetings briefly only twice,
both at St. Paul by a Pribilovian
each time,

In a meeting shortly after arriv-
ing on St.-Paul, Tliodor

illion A(lnlla‘lrs

ury gets roughly a
a year,

But Secretary Wade became
Il\mhed and stammered when James

C. Rettie, of the office of Secretary
of Interior Udall,"also a commissiori
member, turned thumbs -down on
the moving of the St. George peo-
ple against their will,

Rettie expressed -surprise at a
policy -outlinéd by Baltzo in which
he stated the St. George people
were being encouraged,to move 10
St. Paul. The plan entailed keep-
ing the housing units on the two
islands at a constant figure. Houses!|
were being built on St. Paul but not
on St. George. St. Georgians were
being induced to move to St. Paul,
and when . they did, their. homes

said, “We were in servitude before
1950, but it's not the same today.”

‘Most of the Pribilovians are em-
ployed in sealing, but Merculief has
civil service GS-7 sfatus and works
in administration office of the Bur-
eau of Commercial Fisheries at St.
Paul,
‘Merculief became president aftér
hmmo{! was forced to resign in
962,

The statement of Village Presi-
ent Merculief was diametrically
ontradicted by the Rev. Deacon
Cromoff, former village president,
n a public meeting. Gromoff indi-
ated, in his opinion, the pcople
ere in servitude and cited a def-
nition of servitude from the Bible
o the effect if a people were kept
n the dark and not apprised-of in-
ormation, they are in servitude

He cited another scripture .:I\n
The truth shall make you free
This reporter could find nd &
ot the headline blazoned across
hewspapers “Pribilovians deny ser-
VH\MI(\ B

In a press conference in Juneau in
Pecember, of which & Inpe record-
mg was provided this puper, Pribilot
Program Director Howard Ballzo
said, “The people are complaifing
we ‘are trying to end servitude too
soon ™

In the meetings theve woe
testimony of scrious complaints,
one of which was that although the
Pribilovians had worked for the fed-
eral government for many years
they had been given seniority only
since 1950, It was brought out one
man 62 years of age had worked for

ot

the government for more than 40
years, was not unable to work, and
until © Willard  Bowman came in

March on a preliminary investign-
tion the Pribilovian was receiving
no retirement benefits and was
“having to go door to door bum-
ming” Since Bowman's visit. he
has been receiving $15 a month in
groceries,

At the public hearing on St
George Island, at which almost all
of the heads of households attended,
all testimony by Pribilovians sub-
stantiated the Tundra Times charge
that the people iwere being forced
to move to St. Paul mmmst their
will.

In the December press conference
interview, Baltzo denied this and
said there was a long waiting list of
St. Georgians who wanted to move.

The St. George peovle testified
all construction  was tukjing place
on St. Paul and carpenters,- plumb-
ers, etc. were told if they didn't
move to St. Paul they would have
no jobs, “They didn’t want to move.
but they had to when they were told

they would have no job unless they
did,”" spid Mrs, Susie Mereulief. -
At the beginning of the .publie

|| hearing, Sécretary of State Hugh J.

Wade sttenipted to persuade the St
Georﬂe people toinove to St. Paul:

Pribilof Director *Baltzo said - the
government was going a half million

.| dollars ‘in the red ‘maintaining St.

George and i the two villages of
St Paul and St. George were con-
solidated, it 'would mean a saving

)| to the federal government and'a re-

sulting saving to the state.

Seventy per cent of the US. net
n the seal skin industry is turned
over to the state, The state treas-

were being i Pr
sooner or later all the homes would
be removed on St. George.

Human Rights Commission Direc-
tor Bowman questioned if his plan'
took into-account a normal popula-
tion ‘increase. Baltzo reptied in the
negative. -

“Our policy is to discourage peo:
ple from coming back where there
is already a labor surplus,” Baltzc
said.

Mrs. Susie Merculief, along wm
a number of bther council members
and residents, said the pressure:
weat further than those deseribec
by Baltzo. She said that at a meet
ing at which Baltzo attended th
council had been told the whol
village had to move by 1975, that i’
was recorded in council minutes
She said they were told there woul¢
be no school—no jobs at St. George
after that time.

“The next day after a famil
moves, they are in there tearin
down the house they lived in al
though there are some of the homes
that are crowded heve,” she said

Rettie “said that Udall did no
kngw about the policy —that it wa;
srictly a policy of the Bureau o
Commercial Fisheries—and indicat
gl the seerotary would not approve
of it

“We  will

mave - th

te
wol be American,

he said ion has been made
and T am sure that we would not
ask you to move unless we coule
offor you a better opportunity thar
you have now "

Baltzo, some members of the com
mission, and a number of Pribilov
ians” including St. Paul President
Merculief, said prior to 1950 the
people were living in servitude.

This statement is diametrically op-
posed to a finding by an Interior
Department Pribilof Commission in
1949 which stated; “Servitude may
have existed.previously but does not
exist on the Pribilofs now.” The
recent testimony appears to substan-
tiate a ‘resolution passed in 1950 by
the Alaska Native Brotherhood thai
the 1949 commission was a “white-
wash."

“The period of time prior to 1950
is a sorry period in the history of
the Pribilofs. Everyone admifshat,
Wade said in a statement released tc
only one newsman in Anchorage.

“The_ -commission would like tc
lay to rest permanently the story af
the residents of these islands are
held in servitude and that the
United States government .is in any
way restricting their lives, liberties
and persuit of happiness,” the state-
ment read. .

Senator Bartlett on. June 8 in in
tro ducing a.bill: which would’ pro:
vide far renchmg chnn‘es on tm

force

not

anyone

Pribifofs said the hill was designed
far veaching changes on the Prib-
ilofs said the bill was designed to
“allow the Pribilovians to stand on
their own two feel and to obtain,
foir them' the protemon and’ rxgm.e
enjoyed by all Ameéricans.”

Secrétary -of Staté Wade -himself
at the public meéting at St. Paul
sdid, “We hope one of the results of
this commission’s mission will be
that the’ state goyernment will: be-
come more-conseions of 'its respon
sibilities and carry them out. I will
be the fitst to admit that we haven'!
given you the attention we should

ave "

While the commission was on St
Paul Island, a five-member team
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engi
neers arrived fo conduct a prelim-
inary feasibility report of whethe:,
‘an- existing channel on the island
could be dredged and a small boat
harbor could be built.

i The engineers also studied wheth.
er scoria (a material formed from
lava deposits) could be . used
‘paving their airstrip

The commission discussed with
the people the,possibilities of start-
ing a small fishing industry. Th¢
Tapanese fish the area exlensively
ind the large number of glass balls
(floats on Japanese fishing' nets)
found on Pribilovian beaches it
proof of that.

Besides, the Pribilovians see thi
Japanese fishing vessels nearby and
recasionally Japanese fishermen ar

‘brought to St. Paul Island for med
ical attention at the hospital there

Christmas Eve last year hundred
of Japanese ships rendezvoused i
view of St. Paul. Their thousands o
‘ights gave the appearance of a city
sprung up over night

The commission and the peopl
{iscussed the possibilities of goins
‘nto tourism — of establishing mo’
el or hotel facilities oa the island:
)f getting a loan to take over th
wrocessing  of seal -carcasses afte
the present five private con
tract runs out,

‘The commission talked with th

= i
seal skins from the Fouke Jur Co
wnd making these into craft item

for the tourist trade, in addition t«
s of increasing employnrent anc
\Ih-\ iating crowded housing condi
tions

The statement jssued by Wad¢
in behalf of the commission denied
veports that - the residents of thc
islands were living .in servitude
However, Wade said there wer

{Continued on Page 8)




* (Continnéd From Pg. T -
four major areas of concérn in
which problems still exist.

These were. listed as adequate
housing, continued year around
maintenance of St. George' village,

J 4 the P '
medical and  social

ploy
of education,
services,

In an earlier preliminary inves-
tigation, Willard Bowmari, = execu-
tive director -6f the State Human
Rights Commission, reported there
was not ‘servitude in the strict
sexise of the word” and also cited
areas of improvement. Bowman re-
ported that some Pribilovians said
they were in servitude; ‘nlner‘s said
they were not.. The commission in
its hearings did not question about
it

In introducing his bill regarding

of their problems. All my life I
\ have heard too, the the official re-
|.assurances that Pribilovians are be-
ling well and fairly treated. And
yet the probiems continue.”

the Pribilofs, Senator Bartlett said, i
“All my life I have heard accounts:

- Many Cé’rr)'.-o.vers’of'Sei-viiude st

their own‘land and honies, to re-
moye archaic regulationsirequiring
passes 'to go and come from the
island, - gives Pribilovians full re-
tirement seniority for the many
years. they have worked for the
government, allows the Pribilovians
to buy the very seal skins they
help the ‘U8, government. harvest
and provides for the transfer of the
schools from' the Bureau of Com-
mercial Fisheries to the State,

. Other topics diseussed were:

The forming of a townsite, ‘the
getting up of a municipal govern-
ment, more employment sources (at
present the Bureau of Commercial
Fisheries is practically the only em-
ployer) — gll directed at giving
more independence to the Pribi-
lovians.

Future issups of- this paper will
cover in detail the Pribilovians who
have the use of luxurious homes but
little security and independence:

The 4,574,000 Korean
veterans who had. no service

Conflict
in

| The bill makes provision for the‘ World War 1T averaged 32.9 years of
| first time for Pribilovians to own |age on June 30, 1964.
| = v 5




