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In the late 1940s the responsible press in Alaska andand-

elsewhereelsewhere including
,
the New York Times and the Satur-SaturSaturand-. andand-

day
and-

day :;'.day Evening PostPo t printedpnnte J articles that the people of thethewenwenwe-
nPribilof

"
PnbilofPribilof Islands were beingbemg held in slavery by the UnitedUnitedr1fUnitedofatr1fof tt-
StatesStates Government ,. The ConventionConvehtlon of the Alaska Native theth-
eBrotherhood

th-
eBrotherhood

' " <

BrotherhoodBrotherhoodInin 1948 meeting at SitkaSltka passedpassedresolulionpassedresolutionresolutionresolulion j ':
No . 36 entitled , "AbolitionAbolition" of Slavery mIn the PnbilofPribilof Is-IsIsIsnumelttf-. numelttfnume-

lttflands

,)

lands .,
" The ANB appealed directlydirectlytoto the President of the AA-

United
A-

UnitedUnited States for an investigationInvestigationtinvestigation"Gal"p01p01"p01-
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"-
A

A"A-

United

"GalGal"Gal-

In

"

tPenn
In 1949 fhethe SecretarySecr tary of InteriorIntenor designateddesignateda a surveysurveyP-

enn
p- b"rp- br
1Pet
PennPet

><'( 11

"
ff-

groupgroup to make a factual study of the living conditions andandconiandcantcan-
thumanhuman problems of the natives in the Pribilof Islands It 'io-
uincluded

''" -

included Dr-DrDrMarkDr .,
-' Mark A ., Dauber , ExecutiveExecutJVe Secretary of the 16116-

1HomeHome Missions CouncilCouncilofof North AmericaAmenca , Inc , who servedservedlimetimetime-

as
timelimetime-

as
lime-

as

ri

as chairman , L T Oldroyd , Director of Extension , Universi-UniversiUnlverslUniversi-
ty

Universifee-' 'teptep' feefee-

ty

< <
< >

ty of Alaska , Albert M May , Director of the FishFishandandnd Wild-WildWild-
life

WildIWildtlnri- tlnritlnr-

ilife

I -

life Service , Lawrence N Stevens , Assistant to the Com-ComComoComGICombeen-
been
beenGI

oGIG-
ImiSSioner

G-
Imissioner

'
,

missioner of Indian Affairs , Clarence Olson , Manager ofofreariofreadroadrearireadrear-
ithe

read-
thethe PnbilofPnbdofPribilof Islands , Fish and Wildlife Service , and Clar-ClarClartionClarlion- tionliontio-
nence

lio-
nence

lio-
nenceenceNaplifeRhode , RegionalReg10nai Director for Alaska , Fish and Wild-WildWild-
life

Wild-
life

WildNap- Nap:
life Service TT-

AfterAfter a week'sweeks' study , the survey group reported , kim-
"The"TheThe" group can findfmdfmdabfindabsolutelyabsolutelyabolutelyab olutely no basisbasls for the chargecharchargeahkae MkilahkaMki-

lthat

ahk-
athatthat the native Aleuts of the Pribilof Islands are heldheldIninInInspalinscat1spalseal

scat
scatseal" I

'slaveryslaveryspal'slaveryseal'slavery'
,:' 'bondagebondage' ' or 'peonagepeonage' ' BecauseBecavse of the difficulty kickkick-

ofof securing free transportation from the islands , there is15 aacouraCOUPCDUrcourCOUPCO-
UPmistakenmistaken impression that the natives are not free to comecomeClciClcialandcialandgo as they please "

winwin-
In \ ,

In another part of the report, "FirstFirst" we would like totoeveneveneve-
ncomment

eve-
ncomment

eve-
ncommentcomment on the severalseveraseveralmajor! major criticisms that have beenbeen-

wbeenvbeenAbeen-
made

been-
made

A

made byb ywellyindividualsindivjduals , also bylbbwelly interested agencies and that
w*well

have appeared from time to time in the daily press ,. While adopadonatopado-
pmany

ado-
nmany

atop-
manymany of these charges were doubtless ' true at the timetimeIdentimeIdeaIdenIdeaIde-
nthey

Ide-
nthey

Idea-

theythey were made theythe'1the1' are not true toddytodaytod y .,
bran:

"TheThe'The"' Charge ofof'virtual'virtualvirtual'virtualslavery' slavery .
,"" There is no valid --

basis for rhahlhahfiat , statement . While there arearare certaincert in restricrestric-restric-
tions

restric-
tions

¬-

tions that are-'inevitableare-inevitableareare--inevitablea-rein-evitable'- inevitable in this kindkindofof community where pospOSInosthe economy is dependent upon sealing , which isi an indus-indusindusqueindusqUindusclue- queclueqU
frytrycluetryunder government administrationadlrunistration, the natives are freefre ' doe
todoetodo what

"
they desire so far as their general livingliving-livingis- is concon-coneconitsconeits*-

15its* ss-
cerned

s-
cernedcerned .,dallAfterBallAfterdallBallcia II

After the survey commission made its report ;, many leatlearleat-
elements

lear-
elements

|earear-elementselements of the irresponsible press made attacks on the
ANB , the New York Times , Saturday Evening Post , andandandandand-
other

and-
otherother publications for printing the charges in Ihethe firstfirst-
Pt6ce

first-
pillce

first-
placePt6ce-Pt6cepillceplace-place'- '. .Pt6cetwoplacetwo-,. twotwoInandKlawockIn November 19 , 1949 , the ANB in convention atatandand
Klawock passed a resolution that the survey group'sgroups' report
hadh d been a whitewash ., , -- , _.-,

"WhileWhile" thethe:;
, survey CdJT1mittEacommitteecclmmittee; ! found favorablyfavor bly foto the

,
ww-

governmentgovernment , thereon , the principleprinc ple involved 4sis-so"abhor--so"abhorsoabhor4sso"abhor'so'abhorissois -soso-'so"abhortrier'
&"'abhorabhor' -,:- trier-rentrentre'ltreltrent(' tpt.OtO. our v/ayvayWay/ of thinking that 'manymany'many abuses of '-

personal
p-

ersonal
'-
personal

p-

ersonal
'-
personal

p-

ersonal
'-personaland'

libertyandlibertyand autocratic classification ofofworkersworkers and censor'., covfcovcov-shjp.ofshjp.ofshjpofsljp).. of the mail of. the-thetlie ' .theoccupants-,. occupants thereon , that wwr?, mustmust-
continue

must-
continuecontinue to-totoprayto -, pray that the Jawrawlaw, and the >., local , governmentgovemment the
be-bethebethebe'chanlthebechangedbechangedbe-changedbechangedbe'chanlbechanl-' changed! I by substitutingubsfltuflng a democratic fcntnfarmf lrtn: ofg'ovenvofgovenvof governgoverni' .!,' AndAnd-
ment

AnAn-
mentment ,,'"' thetile ANB resolution feadread . itsell1el$

"ItIt" also appears that the survey committee-committeeCOr'r1mitteeCOrr1mitteecommitteewas' - was com-comcom1com-IcomI- 11
;d of the very persons whose administration is underunderjunder-
stion

-jj11-
stlon

-

stionstlon in addition to two outsiders andantiendantislchendsgchsychs\lchslchsgch\ gcomjtiitteea'col\1.l11itteeiacol1.l11itteeia'colacol1.l11itteei1l11itteeia'corrcnitteeiacorrcnitteeia'col1.l11itteeiu
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u
s not persuade us andandshouldshould not persuade others thatthatWOIthatwowoWOIWO-

Iurvey
wo-

urvey
,

urvey was eithereitner impartial , unbiased or thoroughthoroughespeespe-espeespetodespetad- todtadtad-

y

,

y since we have recent personal ', witnesses who, afterafterdddJsJ
SIS-

Iningning the contents of the survey, reiteraterelterat the chargeschargesscharges-
caused

.:
caused this body to demand changes both in the law.,. HH-

inin the policy of administration/administrationdministratJonadministration-
In

/:,"' InIn-
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In past few months andend .moremore., particularlvjopartlcularl'tpartlcularltparticularly'., IIin) the pastp sfsfT:1T:1T1:abab-

weeks
,b , !:

weeks , from statements .bothboth., of Qovernrhentgovernment officialsoffici lslsIhtHhiHh-
ithe

\IhtIhtiiiiii-
the

\Ih-
tthethe PribiloyiansPribilovians themselvesthemselvesathemselves'ltthemselvesltthemselvesita"' It appears that the refrei* "ii"-

I1sible"press

11"

isible-press.andisiblepress.andisiblepress.andpressand-"" ., and the ANpANI3ANB; were righrright In'theIntheIn '. the latelate1940slate19405-1940s1940s-1940519405-19405tam1940stantamtantam-

It

tan-

d

* "
dIt! the 11949949 comnnissio/icomnnissioiCommissiopt4mmitsigri: ,/ was'w.asw.aswas'. ."

"' saalyhl"vyhltewashvyhltewash"whitewashwhitewash"vyhltewashWe"' :\lyhllyhl\ Ij1 sh .:" -WeWe'WeWe-' ., frp
try:'

IJd.1IJd1iJd.Jike.tci'take-thtsiJdJike.tcitakethtsiJd.Jike.tci'takeiJdJiketcitakethts.
.ke ., to take.thistakethis',take -. this opportunityopportuntty lato vindicatevmdic.atevmdicatevirndicatt3.andvirndicatt3and. .andandlnd., , com-comCOffi-COfficomstCOffiStcom-com---' st,,.

idd the-the.fhlJfhlJtheNevvYprltTimes. - NevvYprlt-TimesNevvYprltTimesNew"YVrkNewYVrk" rk.TimesrkTimes. -"' ' JBMJ-
Bthose

M-

those
New"YNewY -. Times , the-thetheSatUfdayt -,' SatUfday-SatUfdaySaturdaySatUfdayvenincfSaturday"ivenirrgSaturdayivenirrg:+venincfEvening Post ,

, those newspapers whichwhlcl were'werewere' responsible 'InIn' in their fjjont-tt-
1rage

.
,
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of the .,PrlbilofsPribilofs -' AleAl
Today-asTodayasToday.asTodayasAleTodayasAlToday.as-. well as-yesterdayasyesterdayas --yesterday , both thethegovernmeMthegovernmentgovernmentgovernmeMgovernment andanti , Uupup-

'irresponsible
i!)>

Irresponsible'Irresponsible' press'P"e&sPes'press'"' & we-weareweadeptwelItIept-,- ', adeptlItIept at casting off blamebl.ameblame-
as

. ;'..
'J1J1'.asas:.--asas- we allII knowknow-his9ryknowhis9ryknow-hiitpryhiitpry- history! ,.baabaahasbas

'
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: a way of repeatingrepeatlnQrepeatingu" ,. Ulu
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