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at the confirmation hearinghearagarmg yesterday morningmommamommg
january 16 secretary designate walter J Hhickel pap1pledged
to maintain the land freeze in alaska

he did this at the urging of sen henry M jackson
chairman of the senate interior committee and after
close questioning of sen george
mcgovern chairman of the sen-
ate indian affairs subcommittee

secretary designate hickel
committed himself to hold the
land freeze until the 91st con-
gress has acted to settle the
native land claims

sen jackson expressed his
confidencebonfionfi that congress would
tacetake such action during the CUTcui

rent session
during the exchange between

sen jackson and secretary desigbesig
nate mr hickel agreed that inin
the event that limited tracts of
land were needed for essential
public purposes such as public
roadsroads he would consult with
and seek theiheahe conconsenttantt6nt of the
congresscongressionalional committee bbeforeefore
releasingleasingKe such land from the
freeze

sen jackson indicated that
his committee would consent to
uses such as public roads but not
to state selections or private use

this pledge stated john
borbridge by hickel to main-
tain the land freeze vindicates
the position of the alaska na-
tives

borbridge along with jemiljemfljemal
notti rep willie hensley and
eben hopson is in washington
at the moment

icontinuedcontinued on page 6
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borbridge said the group has
been contacting many usoUS sen-
ators and discussed the land
matter in alaska

borbridge told tundra times
that indications at the present
time seem to be toward confirm-
ation of govgovobovo hickel as the next
secretary of the interior

borbridge thought that con-
firmation

bon
firmation hearings might be ter-
minated by today and that hick-
el very likely will be the next
interior secretary


