
Gives Rebuttal toto-
Letter

to-
ILetter

to-
Letter/LetterLetterILetter/ by WomanWomanB-

yByy RAY BANEBANE-
Route

BANE-
RouteRoute tt\ttIllttVerona# 1\ , Verona , WisconsinWisconsin-

II have lust| ust finishedfmfinishedreading. shedshedreadingreading the March 25th25thIssueissue of yoiyouryour-
newspaper

your-
newspapernewspaper inon which I found the obviously controversialcontroversialitemitei.temtemitemitem-
concerning

. .te-
mconcernng

, .

concerningconcernng; , the mentality of Alaska natives as displayeddisplayedIninIn-

their
in-

theirtheir dog-keepingdogkeepingdog.keeplngdogkeeplng-. practices .
1I feel particularlyparhculorly calledcalledonon to writewrote an answer to thisththis-

article
, s

.
article because : (1)1( )) I livedlovedlovedandlivedandandandworkedworkedworkedamongamong the Eskimos ofof-
northern

of-
northernnorthern AlaskaAIlSKOAI lSKO< for four years , (2)2( ) I1 hovehave now enteredenteret! ihcIhetheIhe-

Contnued
the-

Continued(ContnuedContinuedContnuedonContinuedan, onan PogoPage 4)4I)



Gives Rebuttal to Letter . . .

( Conlinu.JConlinuJContinuedCon"nuConnu" . . from PagPoPape. 1)1)1-
)field

1-
)field

1-
)field

)

fieldfieldofofanthropologyofanthropology to professionally study the culture andand-
nroblems

and-
problems

and-
problemsproblemsnroblems ofofchongeofchangechanaechongechange nmonaamongamongnativesnatives , and fl\flflI(3)3( \) IIamamam nnwnow cnrrvicarrYingcarrYing-
on

oo-
onon a study of0/00dog/ dog traction asos practicedpracllcedpracllcedamongpracticedamongamong Eskimos .

I do not need to tell you that the comment concerning thethe-
"eight

the-
"eight"eighteight" year oldoldmentalitymentality " ofofnativesnatives tells us more of thethe-
"sellcentered

the-
"selfcentered"self-centered"selfselfcentered"sell-centered"sellsell" - pointpaint ofofviewview of the writer than it does of thethe-
mental

the-
mentalmentalmentalabdmentalabilityabilityabdItyabd Ity ofofnativesnatives .

IIspentspent several years travelingtrovelIngtrovel Ing by dogteam andandumiakumiak bebe-bebe-
side

be-
side

-¬-
side the Eskimos of WamwrightWainwright and Pt . Barrow ,. and IIalwaysalwaysalways-
knew

always-
knewknew itI t was IIwhowho waswa s the "uneducateduneducated"uneducatedstudent" student" forced toto-
rely

to-
relyrely on the skillskd I

, patience , and good humor ofofnallveofnativenativenallve teachteachersteachers-
and

teachers-
andand friends .

I found that this skillskillwaswas not inborn but had to be learnedlearned-
from

learned-
fromfrom older menmlln and practicalpracticalexprlencepracticalexprienceexp-nenceexpnenceexp-rlencerlenceexp-riencerience- . Mother Nature isI s aa-

strict

a-

strictstrict disciplinarian who severely punishes the unintelligentunintelligent-
andand lazy that dodonotnot learn their lessons well .

Too often the white man failsfads to see the richness andandcomcomcom-com-
plexity

com-
plexity

¬-

plexity of0/00nativeofnative/ native culture , because they do not go out andandatatat-atat-
tempt

at-
tempt

¬-

tempt to meetmllet them on their own ground .

AAnonnallveAnonnativenon-nativenonnativenon-nallvenallve- sittingsittinginin a snug modern home looking out hishis-
frosted

his-
frostedfrostedfrostedwindowwindow gets a warpedwarpedviewview of these wonderful ppeople< .

If he wouldwouldVIwouldvisitvisitVI Sit them , he wouldwouldusuallyusually findfindsurprisinglysursurprisinglysurprisingly-
neat

|

neat andandcleancleancleon homes , even thoughthoughwaterwater is hard to coicome by .
He would, uld find ppeople>

' who' enjoy IUlustst being withwithon.anotherwithoneanotheron.anotheronanotherone-anotheroneanother.- .,

ondandondsharingandsharingsharinging lakesjokes|olcesolces-
find

andandstonesandstoriesstonesstories . WithWithaa little effort , he wouldwould-
find

would-
findfind their language richnchnchandrichandiandandexpressiveexpressive . More Eskimos hovehavehove-
I

hove-
earned

have-
learned1Iearnedlearnedned to speak EngliEngllEnglishsh! than whites who have masteredmastered-
Inuplat

mastered-
InupiatInuplatInupiatjiat ( including myselfmyselfHis)) . 'HisHis'HsHs-His''- , wifewde wwould< findfindnativenative womenwomen-
lively

women-
livelylively andandeagereager to share skillsskdls and knokno-

Most
knowledge .

Most of0/00allofall/ all , if they were willingwllhng to ii-

treat
meet the nallvesnatives ondandond-

treat
and-

treattreat them as their rightfulnghtfulnghtfulequalsrightfulequalsequals , theytheywouldwould find hospitalityhospitality-
andand friendshipfnendshp, that lasts a lifetime . My wifewife-

ago

and I left the arcarc-arc-

tic
.-

tiC a year ago , andandwewe constantlycon stontly looklaok forforward to. _ the. . .. limetimelime-
when

time-
whenwhen. .. . .. . . we. . - cmcan. i go backbock .

You havehove already ably answered the charge of poor dogdog-

ping

dog-

keeping

dog-

keepingkeepingping . IImightmight ad3adJads that as ofofnownow I havehove written over 100100-
pages

100-
pagespages describing thet e skillsskll, . and problems of dog traction andondond-

have

and-

havehave only scratched the surface. When thisth , s paper isI scam-scamscamp-
leted

com-comco-mij com-
pleted

--
-i--jij- - . - iIIwillwill. . . .nn. rforwardforwardaTj forpleted , ( fla COpy your review .

Allow me to Dngratulatecongratulate you on your efforts to presentpresent-
the

present-
thethe problems andandproandprogressprogresspro ress of Alaskan natives . Too oftenoften-
opinions

often-
opinionsopinions are Influenced by half.truthshalftruthshalf-truthshalftruths.- printed by tour.wrlterstourwrlterstourist-writerstouristwriterstour.wrlters-
who

touristwriters-
who

..-

who reallyr"ollyrolly" know little of the people who they misrepresent . II-

hope

I-

hopehope to somedaysomedayaddaddaddmymy effort foto yours In presenting the truetrue-
pi

true-
picturepipicturecture.


