Unsettled Land
Clmms Troubfe
Ak!skclns

Alaska’s Attorney. General
Warten C. ‘Colver brought to
bg ntion. of those attend-

meeting: of
the Puhlic Lan? Law Review
Commigsion . this. week . in
Washington the many ‘unique
problems arising out of anti-
quated [and Taws..

- Colver, representing’ Gover-
‘nor Egan, participated in the
first. public. meeting of the
Commigsion and its advisory .
committee s they began what
has - been" described as the
*alinost - intredibly compli-
cated. job -of trying to sort
out: and ‘recommend revisions
in the 5,000 laws covering a
third . of "the - nation’s land
area.’”

In his prepared smmment,
Mr. Colver pointed out that
Alaskans are troubled by un-
settled nnu[\i: land claims;

d:

and. inadequate resource de-
velopment laws affecting both
mining and oil and gas,”

He. stated that land with-
drawn from -alienation in Al-
aska. undor the public. Tand
laws now totals about 65 mil-
lion acres, including national
foresis, parks, ‘monuments,
military * reservations, wild-
life refuges, petroleum - re-
serves and others. i

“There is no adequate sy-
stem for review of these with-
drawals by the Bureau of
Land Management to. deter-
mine - that the lands still .
gerve the purposes for which
they were withdrawn and no
eﬂ‘ectlve way of forcing their
festoration,”” he declared

He said that the Pelroleum
Reserve No. ¢4 “is‘a ludi-.
crous example of unmanaged *
land withdrawal.”  In: point-
ing out that the Navy ceased
its inveatigations in the .re-
serve 13 years ago, Mr. Col-
ver stated, ““The reserve has
no conceivable military value
and will not have until com-
mercial  oil . deposits are
found and put into production,
a job that private oil com-
panies are willing to do.””

Colver also suggested that
a uniform mineral leasing
law which provides -essen-
tially the same térms for the
leasing. of oil and gas. in
Colorado and on'the shores
of the Arctic Ocean-may not
be realistic .and may not be
in_the public interest.



