'DON WRIGHT

Donald R: Wright became the
‘president of the Alaska Federa-
tion of Natives last' Friday in
‘Anchorage after the statéwide:
native organization experienced
its hottest and most intense po-

litical maneuverings ambng three
candidates for’ presidency, Don
anhl himself, John Borbridge,
. and'Rep. William L (\hlln)
Henslu
Wright and Borbndu dead-

Théodor§ Ryberg. -
Box 5089 .
College, Alaska

AN

locked -on lhq first ballot each
failing to. reach the absolute ma-
jority ‘vote of 275. -On the first
tally. Wright rue!\nd 271, Bor-
bridge, 171,.and Hensley 106.
After aucusing among . the

9?701

‘bridge was mnducwd and . the

?

P

rcglonal groups, 'second ballot-
ing. between Wright and Bor-

IDENT

on the first ballot for (hg office
of secretary of the AFN between
Elizabeth  Bean. of St.

Mary’s

tally read: anht 2.and Bor-  and Frances Degan of ‘Unalak-
bridge, 267. : leet: The first ballor voie read:
\nuther deadlock occurred (Continued on Page ‘6.)
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Bean 273. and Degnan 256."

‘" On the second ballot, Frances
Degnan pulled ahead of her op-
. ponent by the vote of 280 to
12667 :

The most popular vote getter

of the AFN election was Frank
Degnan of Unalakleet for the
office of the AFN Sergeant-at-
arms. He was opposed by Charles
Edwardson of Barrow. Degnan’s
‘vote was 517 on the first ballot.
‘Don Wright is the president
of the Cook Inlet Native Associa-
- tion ‘and he succeeds Emil Notti

* who chose'not to run this year.

John Borbridge was the first
vice president of the AFN and
“he. is also 'president of the Cen-
tral Council of the Tlingit' and

" Haida Indians of Alaska: He is

from Juneau. :

~ First vice presidency of the
AFN, went to Phillip Guy of
Quethluk, a village near Bethel,
with the vote of 295 on the first
ballot. He was opposed by Joe
Upicksounof Barrow, Alex Shad-
ura of Kenai and Alfred Ketzler
of Nenana.

Second vice presxdency went
to Tim Wallis of Fairbanks with
the vote of 280: He was opposed
by George Walters of Seattle,
156 “votes, and .Frank Denms
86 votes. -

The office of the AFN treas-.
urer-went to Nels Anderson, for-
merly of Fairbanks, now of An-
chorage, with the vote of 468."

Block voting among: the re-
gional organizations dominated

the AFN election. That in itself .

was the cause of intense political
maneuverings for the presidency
of the statewide group.

Some members of the AFN
expressed’ dissatisfaction - with

the procedure since the casting:

of votes was announced as secret.
“When a person tells you how

‘- to vote, it is no longer a secret

vote,” charged Gilbert Olsen of
the Chugach Native Association.
He made the statement on the

floor’ of the convention saying

i

he'would not have done so if the’

person who asked -for the as-

sociation’s block ' vote .did not

make strongly worded remarks
as the group refused to switch
vote.

Emil Notti who did not run
for the presidency of the AFN
this year, evaluated the - post
election results partially.

“We have very capable guys
who can take the AFN' from
where it is and follow the land
claims through- to final settle-
ment.” Notti stated.

" He said that the new slate of
officials would build on to the

~ existing programs and’ “‘provide

more ‘to' the services that we
have been contracting for.”
“I"have been in the chair for

ings,” he continued. “I've been
privileged to be the presndenl of
AFN as it grew from a young
strugglmg organization to an or-

ganization that is admlmslenng !

over $1 million in programs.’

‘When asked about the results
*. of the elections, John Borbridge
had the following to say:

“My reaction to that is {o ex-
tend . my ‘congratulations and
best. wishes to the'newly elected
president and the executive of-
ficers of the AFN.

“I. personally viewzd my can-
didacy as one of offering ser-
vices and experience and ability
within ‘the context of a recogni-
tion that it is the people who
make the choice.

**They  have chosen and we
now ook forward to'coptinua-
tion of our fight as'a people for

" our land rights. We must be un-

relenting in fighting for an ex-
tension of hte land freeze until

" the land claims is settled. .

" “We. must continue to ad-

‘vance without thought of basic

compromise on. the AFN land
claims bill.

It has been sald that  we
need a land claims bill that will
benefit all "Alaskans. . The land
claims is an issue pertaining fo
the . land rights_of the: native
people. It is to us that Jusuce.

' must be done.”

> “Don anht had the: follow-
in
g“I know how hard Emil, John,

‘Willie. and ‘others had worked
‘and 1 intend to contirue the

work before us in full coopera-
tion with. the existing structure
of the AFN and only-intend to

fulfill 'my duteis as directed by

the AFN Board of Directors.”
“Wright was raised in the. town

> of Nenana and lived several years

in-the village of Minto. He went
to'high.school in Fairbanks. He

- received’ his private' license. in

flying at the age of 16. .
.“Before the Federal Aviation

' ‘Administration  regulations’ on

aircraft became really enforced,
I flew as bush ‘pilot serving vil-
lages, trappers, prospectors for
five. years, logging 3,500 hours,”
Wright added.

. “So I know ' conditions "in
the villages,”he added. = “T've
been working -with the native
people all my life.”

anht said he would be work-
ing “with' the AFN board  as
structured at the present time.

" Twenty-four native - associa-
tions qualified as bona fide mem-
bers of the federation. They are:
Alaska Native. Brotherhood,; A-

laska Village Council Presidents,

Atka Village, Arctic. Native Bro-
therhood,  Central  Council of
Tlingit and Haidas; Chugach Na-
tive' Association, Cook.Inlet Na--

‘tive: Association, Copper River

Indian Association.

Kuskokwim Valley Native A-
ssociation, Native Village of Ty-
onek, Arctic SlopeNative Asso-
ciation, Upper -Kuskokwim Na-
tive Association.

Tanana Chiefs Conference,
Fairbanks Native = Association,
Washington Chapter of the AFN,

“Kenaitze Indian Association, Na--

tive Association of St. Lawrence
Island, Aleut League, Kodiak
Area Native Agsociation, Na-
Village of Ekluina. -

Kenai Peninsula Native As-

" sociation, and Bristol Bay Na-

tive - Association. -~ The ~only
changes. from last:year’s list in-
volved adding the Washington,

five years and five annual meet--ehapter and dropping the Alaska

Peninsula Native Association,

The largest block’ of votes
belonged to the Bethel area with
the second: largest. going to the
Tlingit and Haidas=104, -Tan-
ana Chiefs and Fairbanks Na-
tive ' Association—65, the Cook
Inlet Native Association-45, Kot-
zebue-39, Nome area—34, Wash-
ington chapter—34, Bristol Bay—
31, Arctic Slope—22;  Aleut
League—18, Kodiak-14, Unalak-
leet—13, Kenai-7, Cordova-7,
Copper River—4, Upper Kiskok-
wim—4, Tyonek-2, and Eklutna-
|

Delegates . were allowed to
vote either asa block or individ-
ually, ‘but block voting seemed
to prevail., )



