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SaluteEditorialSaluteSalute to AEXA.ENAENAFN.
, NCAINCAIPer-

haps

;:

Perhaps best known as native , organizations inir1; the nana-nana-

tion
na-

tion
¬-

tion , the Alaska FederationFederation of Natives and the NationalNational-
Congress

National-
CongressCongress of American Indians became focal points of acac-acac-
tivity

ac-
tivity

¬-

tivity lastlastfeekvyeek\feekfeekvt'eekvteek\' and this week in the City of Anchorage .

TheThEhAFN, ,AFN held its annual convention last week ' and , thethe-
NCAr

the-
NCAiNCAfNCArNCAi is holding its annual gathering for the first time inin-

its
in-

itsits history in Alaska this week .

The two native organizations have a very significantsignificant-
something

significant-
somethingsomething in common . Their people and their ancestorsancestorS-
were

ancestors-
werewere , and are , ththe% original inhabitants of their lands . TheThe-
organizations

The-
organizationsorganizations are ' pooled leaders of their 'aboriginalboriginalaboriginal-
people

boriginal-
peoplepeople . One group ( NCAI ) has felt the cruel uprootingupuprooting-
of

ootngng-

ofof Itsts life bonds and its deep-rooteddeeprooted- reverencereverence for its lands .

The other ( AFN ) , is being faced with the fate of thethe-
former

the-
formerformer . The group is trying to do something about itit-

with
it-

withwith the backing of its people and that of the NCAI.., TheThe-
rM

The-
KI.:\rMrM\'. KIKIahoriginals" !. horirjinalsohoriginalsahoriginals?; also have the deepest kind ofofreverencereverencereverence-

for
reverence-

forfor their lands . They want to hold on to as much of theirtheir-
lands

their-
landslands as possiblepossibfe .

The AFN leaders are in the process of difficult negonego-nego-
tiations

nego-
tiations

¬-

tiations with the lawmakers of the country trying to afaf-afaf-

fect
af-

fect
¬-

fect an equitable settlement of landl nd problems so thatthat-
enough

that-
enoughenough land can be provided for their people . .ThisThis.This willwill-
be

will-
bebe channeled through a governmental process that willwil-
lextricate

wil-
lextricateextricate and abolish forever their claims and actual usesuses-
to

uses-
toto some 300 to 375 million acres in Alaska ., Out of thisthis-
huge

this-
hugehuge area , AFN is holding firmfirm-firmto-" to the demand of 40 milmil-mil-
lion

mil-
lion

¬-

lion acres-aacresaacres--a--- mere ten per cent of the entire area .

The two organizations of aboriginal originsbtigins are wellwell-

known
well-

knownknown to concerned and responsible people throughoutthroughout-
thethe nation . Their leaderseaders ' Utterancestterances are heeded at thethe-
level

the-
levellevel of the White House on down . They arearare their peoples '

true representatives to centgrscenters ofofvastvast powerpo'tJerpotJer' . TbeirTheirTbe r leadlead-lead-
ership

lead-
ership

¬-

ership qualities have beenbeennotednotednot d ' by the1he'the'
.:'greatgreat' and nearnear-

fi
geaj-reatreatnearreatalongwitt-* . TheirTheil' leaderships can hold their heads high alongalong-
witwithwittwit(fi humility because they speak the truth thereof, of thethe-
immense

the-
immenseimmense problems of their people throughout the nation .

The NCAINCA' and the AFN have vast responsibilities . TheiiTheilTheil-
working

Theii-
workingworking levels arise from some of the world'sworlds' greatestgreatest-
prolilems

greatest-
problemsproblemsprolilems: . The manner in whichwhic"h" the leaders have metmet-
their

met-
theirtheir-theirtheirresponsibilities-., responsibilities has been of stellar qXialityquality . The menmen-
and

men-
andand women who are so charged with those problems cancatcan-
speak ')speak with true authority and truth . Hence the heedheed-
they

heed-
theythey receive when they utter the situations of theirtheir-
people

their-
peoplepeople .

The Indians of the LowerLower.48Lower48..48 and the Indians , AleutsAleuts-
and

Aleuts-
andand Eskimos of this northern land , we can say withoutwithout-
reservations

without-
reservationsreservations , on the whole have someome of the ablest leadersleaders-
that

leaders-
thatthat can be assembled at this time . They are the productsproducts-
ofof severe and dire backgrounds . They have blossomedblossomed-
from

blossomed-
fromfrom the mire of great afflictions

.
and despair to leadlead-

their
lead-

theirtheir people .

With this quality of leadership , we look to the futurefuture-
of

future-
ofof better lifefife styles given dignity by rich cultural backback-back-
grounds

back-
grounds

¬-
grounds and fine old traditions that can give spirit andand-
drive

and-
drivedrive to peoples who cling to them . To do it in this manman-man-
ner

man-
ner

¬-
ner will be to instill dignityd gnity and strength to the people .

The proof of this will be the heads held higher to faceface-
whatever

face-
whateverwhatever problemsprobl ms the native people

'-

wi1
w- i1'-

will
w-

ill'-

will
w-

ill'

| encounterenco.unter. inin-

the
in-

thethe future . '
_ iJi-

We
J-

We
I-

WeWe salcrtesahrlesalete the leadership of the National CongressCOlgr) s5 ofof-
American

of-
AmericanAmerican Indians and the leadership of the Alaska FederFeder-Feder-
ation

Feder-
ation

¬-

ation of Natives . .
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