State seeks control
of marine mammals

By Associated Press and staff
Native subsistence hunters of
marine mammals who now are
allowed unlimited takes would
come under state control under
a plan submitted by the state
to take over control of marine
mammals in the state.

Gov. Bill Sheffield announced

last week that the state is
seeking to regain control of the
management of marine mam-
mals because federal manage-
ment has been less than ade-
quate.
Sheffield has said he will
ask the Alaska Legislature for
$1.2 million to finance the
management plan.

State management would
have to allow sport hunting of
the species except in times of
shortages of the game, because
the state is not allowed to limit
game resouices to a specific
ethnic group. It also may al-
low non-Natives to possess raw
ivory which now can only
be possessed by Natives.

Raw ivory also could be
sold to non-Natives under the
plan but such sales would
be limited to the Alaska ivory
industry.

The species, representing
about a third of the marine
mammals off Alaska’s coasts,
are polar bear, walrus, sea ot-
ter, sea lion, beluga whale and
harbor, spotted, ringed, ribbon
and bearded seals.

State management of the
species ended in 1972 with the
passage of the federal Marine
Mammals Protection Act. The
state has been trying to regain
management since 1973, and
successful retumm is  within
reach, according to Fish and
Game Commissioner Don Col-
linsworth,

He said several accomplish-
ments over the years, such as
maintenance of the Walrus Is-
lands State Game Sanctuary,
the conduct of the state’s co-
ordination and research pro-
gram and passage of congres-
sional amendments to the act
all support the state’s conten-
tion that this is the rght
time to pursue retum of man-
agement.

Among the advantages of
slate management, he said, s
a more active research and
management program as well as
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who also i executive vice-
president of the Alaska Feder-
ation of Natives, said AFN
has no stated position one way
or the other on the matter as
long as the interests of Native

or discussed the latest man-
agement plan but he felt the
1981 amendments to the Hl
rine Management Protection
Act, which, presumably the

dents in the immediate area.

The 1981 congressional
amendment was aimed at assur-
ing that any economic bene-
fit-from the hunt be tumed
over to the rural Alaska Na-
tive residents if at all possible,
said Mitchell.

“Congress said, 'If we are
to create an economic oppor-
tunity in that area, for Gods
sake let it go to the people
who really need it.™

If the fish and game of-
ficials feel that the local res.

to walrus guides, $650,000 per
year from hide sales, and
$475,000 per year for polar
bear l

Cnitics contend a state take-

over will increase the number
of regulations governing the
mammals and several villages
have sent resolutions to the
governor opposing the move.
“It will increase the operat-
ing budget by about §1 million
a year,” Sheffield said. “But
I'm convinced the state does
need to take over the act o

: ¥
manage those species of mam-
mals for better production and
use by Alaskans.” -

The sea otter, for example,
has been blamed for deplet-
ing once valuable crab fisher-
ies around Cordova and Ko-
diak, the governor said.

“There seems to be a pretty
high consensus there needs to
be some control so they don't
eat all the fish and crabs in
the area,” Sheffield said. “Just
what that would call for |
don't know at this point.”

The governor's go-ahead sets
in motion a many-tiered pro-
cess that may take as long as
a year before final management
authority is regained. Lew
Pamplin, director of the Divis-
jion of Game, which would
have primary responsibility for
the management program, ex-
plained that the process will
include extensive public meet-
ings with an emphasis on coast-
al communities in the state,
The first step will be sub-
mission of the state’s applica-

species.

A second round of hearings,
Pamplin said, will be held
throughout the state to get
the public's ideas on the
kind of management program
they want, and to ask their
comments and suggestions on
management regulations that
should be adopted by the
Board of Game,

Although the governor has
requested a $1.2 million bud-
get for the program, it is pos-
sible that the entire amount
would not be spent in the
first year. The department cur-
rently budgets $343.000 for
the program, which is conduc-
ted by four marine mammal
biologists and receives most of
its operating money from re-
search contracts with the feder-
al government.



