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An incongruous combination

of moose meat, chocolate cake,
Hawaiian and Tahitian dancing
and snow flurries provided the
backdrop for a recent cele-
bration to honor a woman who

has spent her life helping Na-

tive students.

The celebration was spon-
sored by the Alaska Native and
American Indian Student or-
ganization and the Anchorage
Community College Student
Orientation Services (SOS) or-
ganization to honor Elaine
Abraham who will soon leave
them.

Abraham, who is originally
from Yakutat, soon will be fly-
ing from Anchorage to Hawaii
to further her studies on cross-
cultural education. _

The celebration potluck
thrown in her favor was kept
a big secret from her by the
students whose lives she so
touched.

Under her direction, ANAISO
and 508 have grown from
ideas to the centers of college
life for many students from
the Bush. Abraham has been
responsible for helping many
of them find food, housing
and money when they arrived
unprepared for academic life in
the big city.

The SOS office and lounge
have served as a gathering
place for the students to ‘get
together, wvisit, hold meetings
and provide each other with
the spiritual and emotional
strength needed to succeed in
school.

Before coming to Anchorage,
Abraham had served as the
Vice-President of Rural Educa-
tion Affairs at the University
of Alaska in Fairbanks after
the position was created at the
suggestion of the Alaska Feder-
ation of Natives. Many people
credit her with making the
university there more respon-
sive to the needs of Alaska Na-
tives than it had been before.

Earlier, she had served as a
nurse at Sheldon Jackson High
School in Sitka, where she
had become involved in the
educational life at the school

ton, D.C., and was instrument-
al in deciding what monies

~would go where for Title Four

activities in Indian country
across the United States.

Now, she will be study-
ing “Human Development in

Socleties and Cul-
ture,” “[ feel the need because
of all the changes being
brought on my Native people
by the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act,” Abraham ex-
plained.

“I wanted to work in health
and education because | love
my Native people so much. |
feel like 1 was bom inte it;
like it was a responsibility the
Great Spirit gave me.”

Several potluck speakers
heaped praise upon Abraham,
“When we were students in
Fairbanks, she gave us sup-
port,” remembered Chuna Mc-
Intyre, “So we give her our
support when she leaves for
Hawaii.”

Chuna performed some tra-
ditional Yup'ik songs and
dances. “The songs and dances
can never be taken away,” he
explained. “No matter what
happens, it’s in your heart.”

Gordon Jackson, a Legisla-
tive aide and former execu-
tive vice-president of AFN,
described Abraham as a “kind,
loving, gentle; a very caring
person and a true role model
for Alaska Natives throughout
the state.”

He recalled when he first
traveled from his village of
Kake to attend high schol at
Sheldon Jackson. It was a
frightening experience being

caway from home alone for

the first titne, he said.

“But there was this nurse
who was always running
around with this big smile on

her face . . . just to see her
smile lifted your spirits tre-
mendously.”

- Sammy Lamebull credited
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Limﬁ m. chairman of A.HHSO.I presents Elaine Abraham with one of the many
gifts she received at her farewell potluck.

Abraham with helping him to
see that drinking was not a Na-
tive value, and that he could
find the strength to overcome
that weakness. He remembered
her philosophy, “God fimst,
family second, and friends

last,”

“She was there when you
needed her, ready to lend a
helping hand, or in some cases,
a good swift k.ck,” Lamebull
praised.

Lloyd Sutton, who, like

PHOTOBY BILL HESS

Abraham, is Tlingit, pointed
out that traditionally it was
their peoples’ custom to honor
members of the opposite clan.
Sutton pointed out that Abra-
ham was of the Raven clan,

(Continued on Page Four)
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Abraham’s departure date

Channel 13" to “Arlene lﬂj
“That's happiness for me!"

who came to my house and

trusted me with her kitten."”
Ramos was featured in the Oc-
tober 5, 1983 edition of the
Tundra Times when his marine
unit was sitting on a U.S. ship
off the coast of Lebanon.

Happily, Ramos has left that
war-ravaged region and is now
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