
ISlative'NativeNative-NativeISlative-

Leaders
'Native-

leaders'-Native-

LeadersLeaders atat-

NCIO
at-

NCIO
at-

NCIONCIO MeetingMeetingAl-

aska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' nativenatl\'enatl'ee\' leaders quesques-ques-
tioned

ques-
tioned

-¬-

tioned parts of President Nixon'sNixonsNNixon's-
legislative

xon '\
legislativelegl lative program at a regionalregional-
meeting

regional-
meetingmeeting sponsored by the NaNa-NaNa-

tional
Na-

tional
*-

tional Congress of AmericanAmencan InIn-InIn-

dians
In-

dians
¬-

dians ( NCION'IONIO(' ) in Fairbanks FriFri-FriFri-

day
Fri-

day
¬-

day .,

The one-dayonedayonelayone-onelay--< meetingmeetmgmeetmgwasmeetingwaswaswas-

chaired
was-

chairedchaired by Mrs . Laura BergtBert! ,. aa-

member
a-

membermember of the NCIO . and drewdrew-
from

drew-
fromfrom 20 to 25 nativen tlve participart'lcl-part'lclpartlclpartici-part'lcl-
pants

partici-
pants

' ¬-

pants .

The NCIONCIOISis an eight-membereightmembereightmember-
body

eightmember-
body

-

body appointedappoll1ted by the PresidentPresiden-
ttoact

President-

tototoactact as an advisor to him on InIn-InIn-

dl3n

In-

dian

¬-

diandl3n Affairs and to co-ordinatecoordinateco-ordmateordmate-- ,.

evaluate ,. andandinnovateinnovatemnovate programsprograms-
for

programs-
forfor Indians .

The President'sPresidentsPresldent'sPresldents' legislative propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

¬--

gram consistsCQnSlsts of seven bills sentsent-

Continued

sent-

cootlnlJed

sent-

Continued( ContinuedcootlnlJed on Page 6 . )
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1\1\
,
:
v" jtotoo'CongressoCongress'Congr'essCongress'CongressCongress'' ' in July designed'todesignedto'

designed'togive
, givegive America'sAmericas' IndiansIpdiians ' greatergreater-

controlControl over the federalf deral 'prpprp'pro-'propro'pro-

grams'affecting

'pro-proprogra-

ms'affecting

.-

grams'affectin-

g

gramsaffectin-

g

gramsgrams'affectinggramsaffecting
'-

affecting
a-

ffecting' themdiem .
',
,

explained"

, AHAll of theth bills were explainexplain-¬-
eded at theth 'Friday.meetingFriday.meetingFridaymeeting' Friday-FridayFridaymeeting-. meeting atat'th-

e

atth-

e

at'theChamb-

er'
thethe-

ChamberChamberChamber of Commerce ,. with, a '

measureme'asuremeasure' to establishstab1ish anan assistantassistant-
stcretary

assistant-
secretarysecretarystcretarysecretary

, of the Interior for InIn-InIn-

than

¬-':
dianthan and Territorialterritorial Afairsdraw-AfairsdrawAfairsdraw-
ing

Aftairsdraw-AftairsdrawAfffairsdraw-AfffairsdrawAftairsdraw-
ing

Afffairsdraw-
ing

( ,

-

ing considerable comntentscomments . 1'1-

CutrentlyCurrentlyCutrently Indian concernsconcerns-

come
concerns-

come
concerns-

come-comecome- under the Bureau Jofbf,6f6f, IndianIndian-

Affairs
Indian-

AffairsAffairs , which is located underunderunder-

the
under-

the'office.of" thethe'office.oftheoffice.oftheofficeof'-

office
o-

ffice' office .ofof., of the AssistantAssistan t Sec-SecSec-

retaly
Sec-

retary
Sec-

rets
-

retalyretaryrets furffuu PubTicP ac "CandCand"Landnd ManageManage-Manag-
ement

Manage-

ment
¬-

ment... 'TheThe' The bill ,., if passed ,, wouldwould-
place

would-
placeplace Indian affairsffairs in a positionposition-
of

.

of greatergreatet importance .. ' Tim Wallis
'

of the ' FairbanksFairbanks-
Native

Fairbanks-
NativeNative Association askedaskedwhatwhatwhat-
the

what-
the1 the possibility ,would be of havhav-hav-

ing

hav-

ing

¬-

ing theth assistantassistantassistantsecretarysecretary electedelected-

by
elected-

byby the peoplepeopJe he representsepresents{ . -'.

Bob Robertson , executive didi-didi-

rector
di-

rector
¬-

rector of the NCIO , replied thatthat-

there
that-

therethere would be honono chance . It isis-

the
is-

thethe prerogative ,. obligation , andand-

responsibility
and-

responsibilityresponsibility of the PresidentPresident-

toto make such appointments , heliehe-

said
lie-

saidsaid .

Wallis explained that hehe-

thOUgJlt

he-

thoughtthoughtthOUgJlt the creation ofofanan asas-asas-

sistant
as-

sistant
-¬-

sistant secretary for Indian AfAf-Af-

fairs
Af-

fairs

¬-

fairs was a good move but thatthat-
he

that-
hehe was concerned because thethe-

position
the-

positionposition would be a politicalpolitical-
oneone .

Robertson replied that thethe-

administration
the-

administrationadministration was committedcommitted-
toto finding the best man for thethe-

job
the-

jobjob ,. whether Republican or DemOem-OemDem-Oem-

ocrat
Dem-

ocrat
¬-

ocrat , or Independent and wouldwould-
not. . . .
not be playing politics with thethe-

appointmentappointmentappointIlent! . , ' ii-

Al
"

Al Ketzler , president of thethe-

Tanana
the-

TananaTanana Chiefs Conference , disdis-disdis-
agreed

dis-

agreed
-¬-

agreed that the positionpositionwouldwouldwould-

not
would-

notnot be political and expressedxpressedexpressed-
concern

xpressed-
concconcernconc m that the( lie President wouldwould-
have

would-
havehave a hard time finding aa- 'Re-a- 'Rea- Rea'R-

epublican'Re-'ReRe'Re-

publican

' Re ¬-

publican Indian . >.

John Borbridge ,. vice presipresi-presi-
dent

presi-
dent

¬-

dent of the Alaska Federation ofof-

NativeS
of-

NativesNatives ,. added that he hopedhoped1-

11ere
hoped-

therethere111ere would be an opportunityopportopportunity-
for

nitynity-
forfor Indians to make recommenrecommen-rerecommen-
dations

ommen-ommenommen-
dations

¬-

dations and to have as much inin-inin-

put
in-

put
¬-

put as possible in the decision .
Most of.of,. the other billsb lls werewere-

explained
were-

explainedexplained with little discussion .

Meetings such as the oneone inin-

Fairbanks
in-

FairbanksFairbanks haveIHive been heldheldallallall-

ov
all-

overoverovoverr the nationnati n . TheyTheywe.reTheywerewerewe.rewe.re-

called
were-

called
.

called for by PresPies . NixonNixo 1 inin-

order
in-

orderorder totois introduce the legislalegisla-legisla-
tive

legisla-
tive

¬-

tive program to Indians and toto-

establish
to-

establish. . establish a dialogue betweenbetween-
them, them andan the administrationadministrati .

In turn , nativenativ leaders presentpreseptpresept-

at
preseln tt-

atat '
, the Fairbanks meeting 0'0aTeateaTea'rearea're-

supposed
' ,

supposed to explain the legislalegisla-legisla-

tive

legisla-

tive

¬-

tive ' programprogt.amprogtamproo.amprooam.. to their regionalsregionals-

and
regionals-

andand villagesvil1 ges 'andand'' to make note OfQfQf-

crit
Of-

criticismscriticismscrit icisms and recommendationrecommenda'tionrecommend ' tionrtionr'-
Such

?$ .
'
.

'SuchSuch' Such recommendations are tbtotb-

be. , bebe presentedpresent'- epresent- e
'

in final form at artaan, '

other: regional meeting of thitMtM-

NCIO
thth-

NCJONCIONCJO in November with thqthth-

goalgoal of incorporating ,, as muchmuch-

asas possible , the suggestions intointo-

the
into-

thethe Indian' legislation :; - ,. J'J-

The
'

The legislation stands virtualvirtual-virtual-
ly

virtual-
ly

¬-

ly no chance of coming up bebe-bebe-

fore
be-

fore
¬-

fore Congress adjourns this yearyein ,

Robertson saidsaia .. Thus, ,., it will bebe-

introduced
be-

introduced. introduced againag ir., in the nextnext-
tongressfoHowing

next-
CongressCongresstongressfoHowingfollowing incorporationincorporation-
of6fof Indian comments . ItwassentIt was sentsent-
to

sent-
toto Congress with this in mind .

Robertson said , just to bringbring-
the

bring-
thethe legislationgislationJ to the surfacesurf3ce andand-

draw
and-

drawdraw Congress ' attention to thethe-

need
the-

needneed forf r such billsbins .

"TheseThese" pieces of legislationlegislation-
are

legislatio-
narenotarearenot.notnot., cast in bronze ,. he stressstress-stress-
ed

stress-
ed

-¬-

ed ,. "andand"andare" are subject to change ."
In discussingdiscuss.ing. the bills1:> ills beforebefore-

the
before-

thethe meeting , the NCJONJONC)0NC0() directordirector-
said

director-
saidsaid ,. helie thought the measuresmeasures-
had

measures-
hadhad a good chance of passingpassing-
next

passing-
nextnext year .

In11'1111' spite of the strong opposiopposi-opposi-
1

opposi-
tion

¬-

tion1 on that will come from somesonicsome-
congressmen

sonic-
congressmencongressmen who do not wantwant-
to

want-
toto give Indians more power ,. supsup-sup-
port

sup-

port
-¬-

port will be great enough to getget-

the
get-

thethe bills through , Robertson prepre-pre-

dicted
pre-

dicted
¬-

dicted . He attributed this toto-

to
to-

toto the ., broad base ofof.supportofsupport..supportsupport., forfor-

the
for-

thethe Indian cause among non-InnonInnon-In-nonIn-
dian

nonIn-
dian

- ¬-

dian people , the support of thethe-
administration

the-
administrationadministration , congressionalcongressional-
support, support from both parliesparties ,:;' and ,

most1T0st! important , the Pan Indian-IndianIndian-
ism

Indian-
ism

Indian-
ism

-
ism movementmovemeJ1t that is 'unitinguniting'uniting-
Indians

' uniting-
IndiansIndians nationwide on issues relrel-relrel-

evant
rel-

evant
¬-

evant to all of them .: '

Intn addition to the bill creatcreat-creat-
ing

creat-
ing

¬-

ing an assistantassistansecretaryt.secretarytsecretary.
. ,. otherother-

bills
other-

billsbills would allow IndianIndanInd an tribestribes-
and

tribes-
andand communitiesommunities to assume concon-con-

trol
con-

trol
¬-

trol of Interior Department jndindJnd-
IndIan

ind-

IndianIndian HealthHellth; ServiceSetvice programsprograms-
and

programs-
andand of Johnson-Q'MalieyJohnsonQ'MalieyQMalieyJohnson-O'MalleyO'MalleyOMalley-- ' ( eduedu-edu-
cation

edu-
cation

¬-

cation ) funds . Also an IndianIndian-
Trust

Indian-
TrustTrust Counsel authority wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe established to provide indeinde-indinde-
pendent

-.
pendent legallegalrepresentationrepresentation andand-
a

andand-

a3a loan fund for Indian economiceconomic-
development

economic-
developmentdevelopment programs would bebe-

increased
be-

increased-increasedincreased-, .,


