Subsistence:

Murkowski says
avoid changes
at federal level

by Holly F. Reimer
Turlem Times ceporter

Sen Frank Murkowski, R-Aliiska,
sad . Last week tha o change in the
Aliska Constitulion AL di 1.'hull||;_r
i federul law s the answer tothe
st s current subwistence didemma

Duning an interview at his office in
Anchorage recently, Murkowski said
he's waiting 0 hear more from
Aluskans about the dithoult ssue
etone e decides on specilics. A he
sl Alsskans have to figure out who
the focus of the ssae v before
unviling can be resolved
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e Senator seeks subsistence consensus
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Murkowski talked about two sudes
of the ssue,

The First 15 the issue of changing the
Stste Constitution. A Stite Suprenie
Cimnt s ruling recently said that under
the current subsistence luw the wiords
Crurgl  preference’”  diseriminate
apainst urhan Alaskans

The secomd ssue, according 10
Murkowski, is the Alaskn National In-
terest Lands Conservation Act, which
requires 4 subsistence preference lor
rural Alnskans

If ANILCA s changed, there iy a
pssibility of federal tukeover of fish
and game management.

“The Supreme Count’s rulin
creates o very diffcult situaiion for ﬂfl
Alnskans, To resolve that situstion; we
will need o strike a balance between
the constitutional entiterneat of equal
uccess to fish and game resources and
providing a subsistence preference to
those Alaskans who traditionally have
relied upon fish and game for their
subsisience,”’ Murkowski said.

“Ieas also criticully mportamt o
maintain the state’s sovereign suthori-
Ly 1o manage fishoand game resources
in the stote.

“A federal takeover of fish and
game management in Alaska, in my
view, 15 completely unacceptable, ™
Murkowski =aid in a prepared
statement.

“Changing the State Constitulion
seemy 1o be the drift of the general
consensis. But the drift of opening the
ANILCA amendment wonld have 1o
be done in one voice,”" Muorkowski
s,

There are so mumy dilferent opi
nions ahout which would be the bes
way 1o solve the disputes over who

LY

pets subsistence prelerence or how the
resouree will be  managed, that
Murkowski sl he thinks the difficul.
ty lies within the focus of the issue

“We cun omly ineet this challenge
iF we work wgether with an abigding
respect for the right of all eitiecns and
deep concern for the wellare of cur-
rent und futre genecations of fellow
Adaskans., Thas pssue has the potentul
o carve ugly divisions among interest
groups in our state,”" he sald an the
stalenwnt

“The stwte must again face this dif-
ficult problem. . developing a scheme
thut provides for the needs of those
hlu&Exm critically dependent upon
fish and game lor their outriiona and
cultural needs, mmntains comtinuity of
state managernent of fish and game on
federal lunds as well ns state and
private lands, and mieets the demands
of sport and commercial users of fish
and game resources,” the statement
continued.

Murkowski wrged Alsskans 1o
decde how this 15 poing W be
resolved

Murkowski also discussed the pro-
posed Joimt Commission on Policies
and Progrums Affecting Alaska
Nutives, which failed last year. He
notedd it is 51l being stalled by Con-
pressman  George Miller, D-
Californin,

Murkowski doesn’t know  when
Miller will change his mind, but ex-
pects  the congressman has  some
Changes or addiions 1o the bill he
wanis o make

"I we cunnot obtan a bill satisfac
wry 10 Alaska Nauves, we may ex-
plore the den of a presidential com-
rssion reseimbling what we have tricd
W o in the Comgress,”” Murkowski

suid.

Amd he also pointed oul - that
$300,0000 has already been  ap:
propriated 1o establish  the
COIMUTIAN M,

The senator also discussed the In:
dian Health Service budget, which wis
about 51 billion in Fiscal Yeéar 1989
und about $1.2 billion in 2}' "W

The Senate Select Commiission on
Indlisn Affuirs this year s requesting
about $1.7 billion, and that request
will go t the Sendte budget panel.

Fart of this will be simed ot address-
g sertous mentil health problems as
well as drug and aleohol sbuse pro-
blems, which are prevelant in Lower
48 Indian communities as well s
Alnskas Native communities

A bill | co-spongored 1w establish
a demonstration grant {m:lgnm for
community -based mental health pro-
jects, including substance abuse, has

the Senate and o hearing i now
scheduled in the House,' " Muskowski
sild.

“*This bill, S. 1270, wonild nuthorize
$6 million a year for each of the next
three years for such projects,’” be said.

These would be community based
mental  health facilities combining
trnditional as well a8 conventional
methods of healing.

**The whole family would be there,
they could help support each other,™
Murkowski said.

Another issue Murkowski discussed
during o press conference held just
before the interview, was aboat the
Tongass National Forest,

Murkowski said environmentalists
are trying to close the forest from

‘This issue has
the potential to
carve ugly divisions
among interest
groups in our state.”

—Sen. Frank Murkowski

timber use even though Congress has
made i clear thei cenmn sensitive
lunds will be strictly protected,
especiully around stresms where there
are anadromous fish,

He said the worry thi people have
about opening Tongass is of the land
being clear cut. Murkowksi said there
15 no way this would happen.

Besudes having concerns aboul the
land and water at Tongass, there s
also the matter of the amount of money
the federal government will spend on
Tongass timber

“For every dollar the government
spends on Tongass, timber will nake
$1.41 back, and that won't just be o
check for the pulp mills,"” he sanl.

“We can manage 1t as o crop and
resouree.

Murkowski sid he expects the
Tongass ssue 0o be voted on this
SESSI



