Sturgulewski:
Rural priority
not the answer

by Geoff Kennedy
frie the Tusidea Timss

Fditor ‘s note: This 15 the second in
a series of articles the Tundra Times
will be running on candidates for

governor and lewlentani governor.

Sen. Arliss Sturgulewski, R-
Anchorage, doesn't say where she
stands on subsistence. But she does say
where she doesn't.

“A rural-preference amendment
wouldn't solve a 1ot of the problems
that exist,"* she said. She cited the
Kenaitze case as an example. The
Kenaitze Indinn Tribe contends the
whole Kenai Peninsula is a romal arca,
even though the state considers it ur-
ban and not qualified for a rural sub-
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sistence preference.

Sturgulewski also rules out amend-
g the State Constitution to provide
o subsistence priority for Alasks
Natives. She says such u proposal will
never pass the {A:gwluum. minch lesy
win the approval of voters.

Guov, Steve Cowper end HRep.
Georje .Im.lm. D-Pedro Bay, have
proposed & rural-preference consting-
tional amendment 1o replace the state
subsistence law mled unconstitutional
lisst December by the stale Supreme
Court.

Sturgulewski criticized Cowper for
muking & proposal.

Instead, she said, *"The governor
should call o mundluhh: of the iffected
parties. This issue is vnm browd and
takes in the spectrum (ol different opi-
mong). . Coming oul with an ap
proach stifles dinlogoe. ™

Sturgulewski does not have the
answer 1o the problem of how o
allocate Alaska’s fish and game in
times of scarcity.

But she belives the answer ““will
evolve through the legislative
process,

She listed three “"botiom: [ine™" sub
Saklence (ssues:

*To protegt the health of the
rEsmminee

*To uvoid a federal tnkeaver of fish
and game on' federal lands.

*To avond n ““long and divisive™
hattle over subsistence

She expects lawmakers 1o solve the
problem through legislotion this year.

Unnl then, 1 keep un open mind
uniil 1 get all the facts and solutions
We will ook at all the options
presented. | wam o see o solution th
wiorks.

Asked 10 set priorities for balan-
ing the stnte budget when revenues
diminish, Sturgulewski said spending
earnings from the Permanent Fund
would be the lust resort.

She said the best aliermative would
consist of a variety of measures;

*pening state lands and bailding
roaids to them o encourage
development.

*Cutting subsidies to agencies, such
as the Alasks Housing Finance Corp. ,
while imposing or raising user fees on
items such as drivers' Ilm:nm:a

oStreamlining siale agencies and
uvoiding duplication of services by dif-
ferent agencies.

*Setting up u "niny-d.ui( #ocoun
of monies the state collects from
lawsuits and out-of-court settlements.

If the state budget sull weren't
balanced after such measures, she
woudd simultancously introduce a state
income tux, cut aid to local govern-
ments and cutl the stste work force.

Sturgulewski said she would retain
Power Cost Equalization, the
Longevity Bonus and the Ruml Alaska
Television Network.

She called PCE “'a good program,
andd | support iy continuation. [ sup-
port the concept ol an affordable sup-
ply of energy. ™

She sad she woald try (o design the
PROZIAM 10 encourage encrgy conser-
vistion bt woulidl not cut the level of
serviee 1o rural Aluskans,

On RATNET, she said, *"People,
wherever they live, deserve access o
events in Aliskn. RATNET is that
answer.""

But she expressed reservations about
pleohol commercials on the network,
She said she would support the sale of
the network, provided that the service

Arliss Sturgulewski

would continue at the same level. She
considers RATNET as important as
[!uhlh: television and public libraries

Smrgulawm holds u similar O8I
tion on the Longevity Bonus. She sup-
ports the $150-a-momth payments to
Alnskans who now get them. But she
would phase out the payments 1o future
recipnents.

Sturgulewski doesn’t plan to add amy
new services 10 rural Alaska, but said
her priorities are health, safety, water,
sewer, education and job training.

She said the state can do more to Im-
prove the economy of rurnl Alaska.

The Anchorage state senator said
legistation she sponsored helped set up
mural development associaions. The
state should improve its outreach o
rural Alasks by adopting the **circuit-
tider"” approach and go from village
o village providing expertise and in
formation about state service to small
businesses and help them get loans,

Sturgulewski
doesn't plan to add
any new services to
rural Alaska, but said
her priorities are
heatlth, safety, water,
sewer, education
and job training.

she said.

ski supports a proposad
Joint Cormmission on Alasks Natives,
which would be composed of

representatives appointed by Presidemt
Bush mhd Gov,. Steve Cowper and
would look into problems facing the
Alasks Native community,

And she wants ruml Alaskans
represenied on a bowrd that will reap-
portion the state after the 1990 census,

Sturgulewski believes the key o
governing the state effectively s *'to
attract & positive group of Alaskans o
serve al the highest level. | attract good
people. . .People make u difference. '

Sturgulewski, 62, has lived in An-
chornge since 1952, She has a
bachelor’s degree in economics wnd
business from the University of
w:uhmgmn A self-employed widow,

ski has served in the State
E::nnu since 1978,



