Construction starts on $26 million armory

by Barbara Crane
Tumdrs Thees reporter

FT. RICHARDSON — Wiih the
m of a shovel, work began recemly
on the construction of o pew 526

million armory complex to house the
rations of the Alaska rment
Military and Veterans Affairs,
('um.::()' the depurtment’s netivities
are spread ow in seven bulldings w
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five ,locations In Anchorage, Fi
Richardson and Wasilla,

This new complex will bring under
one roof the headquaners for the
Alnska Army and Alr National Guard,
the Alaska Division of Emergency
Services and the Division of Veterans
Affadrs.

The armory is designed differently
than any other armory in the United
States. It will be n long and narmow

pwo-story building, the length of more
than three football fields, and will
howse |, M) Nutional Guard members
from |5 units,

“We planned on making this ar-
maory something special,” said M.
Gen, John Schaeffer, commissioner of
the Alaska Department of Military and
Veterans Affnirs.

““We wanted 10 build the armary so
it supported our job of heing prepared

for mobilization. That's why the
building is going to be so long., so o
units can back their vehicles up o their
armory and load them up guickly. ™
The armory will contain o drill hail,
emergency operations center, rifle
m exercise room as well as
ical, security, administrative,
supply and kitchen areis
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e Construction starts

CONUED from oage one

An Orgamizational Maintenanice
Shop with 14 workbnys will alio be
part of the mew complex, along with
affice spave (0 howse aboit per-
sonnel of the Office ol the Adjubin
Creneml,

‘| believe it is a
tribute to the con-
fidence the National
Guard Bureau has
in the men and
women who serve
in the Alaska Na-
tional Guard. . .

Schaeffer thunked Alaska’s congres-
stonal delegation, Gov. Steve Cowper
and his staff, and the Alasks Stale
Legislature for their suppor in finding
the funding for consiruction.

Sent. Ted Stevens, R-Alaska, also
ok part in the ground-breaking
ceremony.

**This construction project
represents  plmaost 524 million
federal monev,”” Stevens sald. **
it will be the largesy armorydn
nation. "' g—

Maj. Gen, John Schueffer

Sleverns sibd it was gutle s stnigale
1o el fedenil meney for the comples
becunss of its innovitive desipgn and
because many people ‘still don’t
understand why projects cost so much
ivore it Alpska than in the Lower 48,

“Ibelieve it is a tribute to the con-
fdence thie Nitional Guipd Bureisth Has
in the men and women who serve in
the Alsska: National Giuerd that they're
willing - — a1 this time of declining
milisiry hadgets — to commiit 1o the
future of Aluska and the Alnska Ng-
nonyl Guard,'" Steveéns said,

The swoyedi construction project
will Be completed by Strand Inc, and
Kiowit Construction Co.. both of
Anchorage.



