Kipnuk Guardsmen: Best of the best

by Barbara Crane
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NEIME Five men from kipaik
Mave earned the night o call
themselves the best ol the bew

Lhe five Stath Spt. Chrls Alex
i, Sgt. Harberp Paul, Speec. Chrl
Ak, Spec. Sammy Dok and Py
Renneth Dok — ke up an Adiski
Avmy MNatiwona! Goard  Scout feam
ot C Company, 2od Blolion
20Tt Scour Groap

For tke frest place oot Soomd Teans
Coumppwentivnn, the mmen boid o oo
Lo | SUEothier Seoul leams [oom the
Ist, I, drd and Sth Banghons ol
sisthern il Western Adinska

Phoe year s Scout Tearm Competi-
Uil B gian iy October 1989 when logal
Scoul compimies conducted thew leam
coiipetitions, © expliimed Col Joe
Heans, comumanider of the  297h
Carop,

Fach company then sent is wanners
o compete aginst other compames i
the battnhon level

CRO everyone competing Iun i this
Coltlest oy dlrendy o winner,”” Beans
it

Heans capliimd that the competinom
i designed 0 serve Two purposes

It provides o troamimng uLin:L'll't'l: lor
the 1500 Scoul Tearm o strive o, he
sand, “Tand o provides feedback tor the

oy Bartaars Trane

Spt. Daniel Foxier, top, bandages an imaginary cul on
'mjﬂ "-‘i;'-f ,.l'f.nn—ph Muite s arm ax pirt nf fhf' cowmperiion.

Bvkary .I';; sted sriet of Jown. il .Im.l. tir establish ufrr.',rmlr‘- 26 miles .,f.rnm Nene

Tl.’ﬂlul. i:!l Cielermine just i 1,..j|'lah|.-_
they are

he competiton was divided mio
three parts. Tan evems, andivadid
tiasks and 1cam tasks

Phe o events were held on the fres
oy, andd they included events such as
u saowshoe mice m o which the live team
members formed o line, had their
sionwshoes fied together and then hiad
o run throogh o V0ameter zgeag
CrHarse

The wam  from Arctice Village
representing the Sth Buttalion won the
mee with o time of 5 minutes, 31
secimids

“Ir was kind of hilarious,” Maj
Ray Coppock said, “especially when
the officers tried o.™" i

The fun events were designed to em
puisree the need for teamwork and (o
pet the teams and cvalustors ac
iuainted with each other and used 1o
working together in  friendly
competition

“We are all friends,"" said Sl Sgr
Timothy Sam of Arctic Village, *"bui
everybody 1% out to make the most
points and win the competition for
their battalion. "

The second day the Scouls were
ratedd on their performance of in-
divichual tasks. There are more than
| 50 tasks or skills the Scouts are ex-
wected 1o be proficient in, and they had
er:u warned they might be lested on
any of them,

Scouts were idividually rated on
thieor knowledge and abilily to perform
in areas such as map reading; decon
tumination of themselves and their
equipment, Tirst aid for shock, injury
and frostbite; racdho procedores; and
fling of surveilllance reports

Alter a full doy of individupl testing,
the Scouts londed up snowinnchines
and sleds. As the sun set nnd
temperatures fell, they traveled 20
miles northwest of Nome (o set up
campsites and begin the third phase of
the competition,

The tcams were mod as they
pettrolled ancd performied their assigned
missions throughout the minus 25-
degree night.

"'A Scoul team’s mission is recon-
naissance and patrolling — gathenng
information about the enemy without
themselves being detected, ™ sald S
bt Class Greg Patsey of Nulato, who
wns serving as an evaluator,

Patsey felt he was learning a lot
from watching the competilion

“It's pood 1o find ool how other
people do things and get some new
wleas,” he sald. “'1've seen a lot of
things my company's teams can (m-
prove on — fthere i1s always a betler
wiy of doing something. ™

After the final task was cornpleted
and the teams returned o Nome,
scores were totalled and the 2nd Hat-
tlion’s € Company team from Kip-
nuk was declared the overall winner

Another 2o Batalion team. thas one
from D C ompany ol Toksook Hay,
ok second place. lts members are
Sgt. Kalph John, Sgt. John Lawrgnee,
Pic. James Sipary, Spec.  James
Asuluk and Ple. Bally Apimuk

Chthers winming honors were

ofest Team Loades St Larry

'It’s good to find out how .
| other people do things and
get some new ideas. I've
seen a lot of things my
company's teams can im-
prove on — there is always
a better way of doing
something.’

—Sgt. 1st Class Greg Patsey

Williams, B Company, Sth Battalion,
Arctic Village

*Hest Senior Scoul
Paul, C Company,
Kipnuk

*Hest Seout - Ple. Billy Agimuk,
D Compuny, 2od Batalion, Toksook
Hay,

- Sgi. Harborg
2id Banalion,




