- Solving subsistence at the state level

by Gov. Steve Cowper

JUNEAU — On Dec, 22, the siute
Supreme Coun presented Alaskams an
early Christmas present few of us

wanted — a  resudfiption of  the
sometinmes - bittér - conflict over
suhss e

OPINION |

In o sphit diecision, the court apnet
donimwon, 0 which a migocly o
Aliskans huve subscribed for s
thun s detade: when Hish dnd gaitie are
soarce. those most dependent ob thei
should huve first crack

The decision: has refueled a fong-
standing  debate over anolasue th
Alaskans have visited several times
sinde 1YRT . In esapie the question is
this nra/tmie swhen there i nol enoigh
fish amgl game for 2l Alasksns who
wind them, how do we decide which
Almskans have a priority in the harvest?

There's anly onie Lood solution; an
amendment 16 the Stile Constitution
Io permit the Legistature 1 give ruril
Alaskans priority access to fish: and
game for subsisicnce mirposes. Eardier
this month | proposed such s constit-
tivinal wmendment 1o the Legistaturve.

Il passed by two-thirds of both the
House and Semite, the proposed
amendment would appear on the
November general election ballot
where all Aluskans will be ssked to
vote on it 1M spproved by visters, the
proposal would becoine & part of the
Alasks  Constitution, I hope
resofve this isspe once and for-all.

Alaskans have consistently sop-
h iving those who depend on
hish and wildhite resources a priority
when they ane scarce. We showed our

support  [or o this

Legmbnone parmetd 1
law an [978. We showed our support
dunng the congressional debage over
the Alnska Natibnal [nterea Lands
Cottservation Act in the lue 1970,

Hicy when the
tirvt subnistcnoe

We showsed our suppodt in 1982
when Alaskan votern decisively e
yected & referentum 1o overium the
rursl subsistence preference. And we
showed our suppaort in 1986 whin'the
Legisiature tpprovied our currel sub-
stslence law, ]

To the sarprse and  frustration of
muny Alaskans, the stmie Supréme
Conint four rronths ago said that long-
standing policy doedn’s suare with the

st ’s constitttion. The court said giv-

ing roral Alaskans u’ preference
viniaies the conspiation, Al the sane
time; the lederml government says
Alnska must give such a prefergnce fo
rural Alaskauns,

The ruling makes it viewaolly im-
possibie to ensure that Alaskans who
depend on fish aod game the mos
have the oppytinmity fo lake those
resources. Equally important, the deci-
siom peopardizss the sipfe’s authonry

To me and to most
Alaskans, the pros-
pect of the federal
government manag-
ing Alaska’s fish and
game |8 unaccept-
able.

b & fish and wildlife on fedierl
asicds umel perhmps throighout the stirle
When o mandated & rural sub-
sistenoe priomity in ANILCA, Con-
gress also said the ledeml govemmeni
must tike over the management of fish
amd gaine resinirtes for subsisténoe
users of federal lands b Alaska if the
stare td ot pass simdar lewsiation.
To me 1D nst _ﬁ!nst._m,. the
prospect of the federal government
munaging Aliskod’s [ich and gatne is
unacceptable, O of the nuin reasons
Alaskany Tought Tor satehood was so
that we — pot federnl buresucrais
S 000 miles from here — could make
decisions about our own lives.
Aluskans know what's best for
Alaskn. We know that subsisience is
part of the culture, tradition and
cconomy of many fumilies and com-
rimities in Alaska, We know that, in
general, rusl Alaskans dﬂ:mul mare
on the sibsistence use of fish and game
than Aleskans living in our cities.
ri' Enﬁ::} there are exceptions. Oog
of my hre feRctions o i count's il
ing was mm creating an - fn-
dividualized permitting system uniler

whicCh the stite could determinge which
Alaskans: should quolify (or sub-
sistence, regardiess of where they live,

Bt it didn "t take Jorg to renlize that
sieh g sysienl winlld require 4 buge
and cxpendive  stle  borcaucracy,
would mtrude  mto the lives of
Albmskiany and. bectilise OF 0 lengthy ap-
peals process. would be o fesal
nighdmane.

Soarie have stgesstad gl we rétum
Uy the days Betore Aleska, bsd & subs
sistence prionty lud, whin the Boanl
of Fisherics and Game used pisions
and hag Do to fasr nueal nesidents

Unfirtimeals, any oot gtlenpt
the boards 10 doithat s subject 10 the
saime comppstitlitiona] chillenge oy the
rittal  préleredee  <trilk  Jowa dn
December. And sinee staip T wionld
stil] be incomsstent with federal taw
wedl stll be minming the nsh of &

federal takeoves

I alan tholghi Toong wnd bl abodl
rrving to fin the problem by giterhig-
ig to chaniee Cetheral law  But the
problem, ot lenst sccording tooous
sSupreme Court, is with our Ste Con-
stitution, Opening up ANILCA 0
possible amendment  makes us
vilnicrabli 1o other chatiges thay couli]
affect our sbtlity 10 maniyee our own
alfnirs.

Without the sippont of Aleska's
congressional  delegation und | the
Alaghy Native community, Congress
wollld be unwilling o chanpe federil
law anvway.

Amending the State Constitution 15
not sarmething we should' do lightly.
That carefully crafied docunient pro-
vides us basje guidelines lor how we
run our governrient and otr stte.
That's why all Aluskans should have
a say in this i decimon, T hal's
wﬁﬁuﬁﬁﬁﬂm exvernitial Alaka
fradition belongs In the constitution



