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OtherOtller VoicesVVoices-VoicesVoic-

es"Rubber
oices-oicesoic-

es"Rubber
-

"RubberRubber" Words "" EraseErase-
Aleut

Erase-
AleutAleut Claim ToT St . Paul

( EDITOR'SEDITORS' NOTE : The U.SUS. .

Court of Claims recently orderedordered-
the

ordered-
thethe Indian Claims Commission toto-

hear
to-

hearhear evidence on whether thethe-

Aleuts
the-

AleutsAleuts have a claim against thethe-

United
the-

UnitedUnited States , based on governgovern-govern-

ment
govern-

ment
¬-

ment restrictions on the tribe'stribes' furfur-

seal
fur-

seatradingsealseatrading) trading .

Larry MerculieffMercu"effMercueff" , land plannerplanner-
for

planner-
forfor the Aleut Corp . , based inIn-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage , wrote the followingfollowing-
article

following-
articlearticle for the Tundra TimesTI-nesTInes.- , toto-

explain
to-

explainexplain the full situation . )

Recently the U . S . Court ofof-
Claims

of-
ClaimsClaims rejectedrejectedourrejecte-

d

rejectedo-

ur

our contentioncontention-
that

contention-
thatthat we (Aleuts ) owned the isIS-ISI-
Slands

is-

lands
¬-

lands of our residence in feefee-

simple
fee-

simplesimple under Russian law . TheThe-

court
The-

courtcourt did concede that the AleutsAleuts-
of

Aleuts-
ofof St Paul do have a claim underunder-

the
under-

thedealIngsclausethe fair and honorable dealingsdealings-
clauseclause of the Indian ClaimsClaims-
CommissIon

Claims-
CommissionCommission Act..

We contend that we havehave-
obtained

have-
obtainedobtained fee simple title viavia-

prescllptlOn
via-

prescriptionpresetprescllptlOnprescriptioniption under the laws ofof-
Tsanst

of-
TsaristTsaristTsanst Russia . The TsaristTsmst CodeCode-

states
Code-

statesstates that "undisturbedundisturbed"
, undisundis-undis-

puted
undis-

puted
¬-

puted , andandcontmuousandcontinuouscontinuouscontmuous possession "

of property is turnedturnedintointomto a feefee-

simple
fee-

simplesimple rightngh t.. In rejecting ourour-
claims

our-
claimsclaims perhaps the Court ofof-
Claims

of-
ClaimsClaims hashds overlooked thethe-

obvious
the-

obviousobvious . ._ .

The Russians began theirtheir-

conquest
their-

conquestconquest andandsubsequentsubsequent domindomin-domin-
ation

domin-
ation

¬-

ation of the Aleut TribesTnbes alongalong-
the

along-
thethe Aleutian ChainCham during thethe-

latter
the-

latterlatter part of the 1700's1700s' . Within
60 years approximately 20,0002000020,000-
Aleuts

20,000-
Aleuts

,

Aleuts were victims of one of thethe-
most

the-
mostmost atrocious forms of genocidegenocide-
inin the history of Alaska .

Today there are less than
3,0003000, Aleuts in existence .

Throughout the periodpenod of RussianRussian-
domination

Russian-
dominationdomination , Aleuts .werewere. takentaken-
asas slaves to harvest the rich furfur-

seal
fur-

sealseal pelts . The inevitable point

in time arrived - the guiltyguilty-

conscience
guilty-

conscienceconscience of greedy souls . TheThe-

few
The-

fewfew haggard Aleut survivors werewere-

treated
were-

treatedtreated as equals among moralmoral-

inferiors
moral-

inferiorsinferiors , and gradually the AleutAleut-

rights
Aleut-

rightsrights under Russian law increasedincreased-
The

increased-
The

increased-
TheThe U . S . Court of ClaimsClaims-

indicated
Claims-

indicatedindicated that the Russian ImIm-ImIm-

penal
Im-

perial
¬-

perialpenal government evidencedevidenced-
concern

evidenced-
concernconcern "thatthat" the natives of thethe-

islands
the-

islandsislands be disturbed in theirtheir-

possessions
their-

possessionspossessions as little as possibleposstble . "
The court states that such "concon"con-"con-
cern

"con-
cern

" ¬-

cern cannotcannol be equated with aa-

recognition
a-

recognitionrecognition of fee ownership "
given existingexistmg evidence , in otherother-
words

other-
wordswords , we had less than fullfull-

citizenship
,

citizenship rights . '
In a moment of intensive guilt ,

the American government grantedgranted-
U.S

granted-
U.SU.SUS. . citizenship to its nearnnearar anan-anan-

nihilated
an-

nihilated
¬-

nihilated aboriginalaborigmalaboriginalinhabitantsinhabitantsmhabitants in
1934 . Does the AmericanAmerican-
government

American-
governmentgovernment say that the RussianRussian-

people
Russian-

peoplepeople are incapable of equalequal-

sanity
equal-

sanitysanity andandmoralitymorality ? In rejectingreJectmgreJectmg-
our

rejecting-
ourour contentions the Court ofof-

Claims
of-

ClaimsClaims is indicting the RussianRmsJanRmsJan-

people
Russian-

peoplepeople
peopleTodaypeopleT

TodayT od ay we are strugglingst ruggl 109 toto-

protect
to-

protectprotect our vulnerable rights OurOur-

rights
Our-

rightsrights haveIIave been rendered vulnvuln-vuln-

erable
vuln-

erable
¬-

erable by the AlaskaAla ka NativeNatIve-

Claims
Native-

ClaimsClaims Settlement Act The factfact-

of
fact-

ofof the matter is that the ActAct-

Imposes
Act-

imposesimposes upon all native peoplespeoples-
unrealistic

peoples-
unrealisticunrealistic deadlines for identifyidentify-identify-
ing

¬.-

ing109 Natives andandselectingselecting 4040-

million
40-

millionmillion acres of land . In order toto-

protect
to-

protectprotect our rights in land we mustmust-

institute
must-

instituteinstitute foreign corporate entitiesentities-
and

entities-
andand teach our people in two yearsyears-
that

years-
thatthat which should take ten .

. UnfortunatelyUnfQrtunately , when it is concon-con-

venient
¬.-

venient for greedy and powerfulpowerful-
members

powerful-
membersmembers ofofsocietysociety to overlookoverlook-
righ

overlook-
rightsrightsrigh Is of citizensci tlzens , it is attemptedtempteda ! .

Thus history repeats itself.. TheThe-

Aleuts
The-

AleutsAleuts must again fight a war -
only this time the weapons areare-
rubbery

are-
rubberyrubberyrubberywordswords . The Aleut Tribe'sTribesTribe's-
case

Tribe's-
case

'

case in the U.SUS. . Court of ClaimsClaims-
isis one step forwardforwardininI an attemptattempt-
toto ride the rubbery word .

Whoops!! WEIOCForgotTheWElOCWEIOCForgotForgot The AleutsAlmts TooT ,. .

BRISTOL BAY NATIVE CORPORATIONCORPORATION-
P.OP.OPO. . Box 237237-

Dillingham
237-

Dillingham
237-

DillinghamDillingham , Alaska 9957699576-
Phone

99576-
PhonePhone (907)907( ) 842-307084230708423070-

July

-

July 11 , 19731973-

ChairmanChairman WEIOCWEIOC-

ESKIMO
WEIOC-

ESKIMO
WEIOC-

ESKIMOESKIMO , INDIAN , ALEUT PUBLISHING CO , INC .

Box 12871287-

Fairbanks
1287-

Fairbanks
1287-

FairbanksFairbanks , Alaska 9970799707-

DearDear Chris :

In your letter sent to our office announcing the World Eskimo-EskimoEskimo-
Indian

EskImo-
Indian

Eskimo-
Indian

-

Indian Olympics , you state that the name was changed to includeinclude-
Continued

include-
Continued

include-
Continued( Continued on page 6)6)

CULTURAL CENTERS -
InferesfedInterested Villages Should ContocfContact ParlcPark Service Now .., .

By LYNN CHAMBERSCHAMBERS-

IfIf you would like to have aa-

CulturalHentage
a-

CulturalHeritageCultural/HeritageCulturalHeritageCultural/HentageHentage/ Center in youryour-
village

your-
villagevillage and/orandor/ region write toto-

Harold
to-

HaroldHarold Gronroos , National ParkPark-

SeTVIce

Park-

ServiceServiceSeTVIce , 334 West Sth5th Avenue ,

Anchorage , Alaska 99510995 10 .

For several years now thetinethe-

Park
tine-

ParkPark Service has been talkingtal\.ingtal.ingtal.ingingtal.ing-
about

talking-
about

\.
about Cultural Centers in Alaska .

This year they are beginningbegmmng toto-

develop
to-

developdevelop a staff to workworkonon themthem-

asas well as to assist in recreationalrecreational-
plan

recreational-
planplan development .. The staffstaff-

will
staff-

willwill be under the National ParkPark-

Service
Park-

ServiceService Alaska State Director ,

Stanley T . AlbrightAlbnght.. The NativeNative-

Assistance
Native-

AssistanceAssistance Program will be dirdIr-dIr-

ected
dir-

ected
¬-

ected by HaroldlIarold GronroosGronroos-
assisted

Gronroos-
assistedassisted by MickietMlcklet BaxterBaxter-

The
Baxter-

The
Baxter-

TheThe first additions to theirthClrthCl-
rstaff

their-

staffstaff Will be three park plannersplanners-
possessing

planners-
possessingpossessing expertise to meetmeet-

anticipated
meet-

anticipatedanticipated demands . FurtherFurther-
additions

Further-
additionsadditions could be made eithereither-
on

either-
onon a full time or contractualcontractual-
basis

contractual-
basisbasis as needs ariseanse from youryour-
requests

your-
requestsrequests for special assistance .

In October 1967 , the ParkPark-

Service
Park-

ServiceService DirectorDlfector preparedpreparedaprepared-
briefing

prepared-
briefing

a

briefing book for the StateState-
GOVernors

State-
GovernorsGovernors . Among these ideasideas-

was
ideas-

waswas "NativeNative" Cultural Centers .
.''

During the summer of 1968 ,

HANDICRAFT
FROM ALASKA

M

a team ofofresearchersresearchers from thethe-

Park
the-

Park
e

Park Service visited 27 villagesvillagcsvillagcs-

spread
villages-

spread
l

spreadspreadoverover much of NorthernNorthern-
Central

.,

Central , and SoutheasternSoutheastern-
Alaska

Southeastern-
Alaska

n

Alaska to obtain first handhand-

information
hanhan-

information
d

information for a statewidestatewide-
preservatIOn

statewide-
preservation

e

preservation program .

SinceSmce that time National ParkPark-

Service
Park-

ServiceService policy as expressed byby-

Secretary
bb-

Secretary
y

Secretary of Interior Roger CC..

Morton and former SecretarySecretarSecretar-
Hickel

y)
Hickel is "toto" further the econecoeco-

omy
n

omyamy of Indian Reservations andand-

Alaska
and-

AlaskaAlaska Native'sNatives' by developingdevelopindeveloping-
their

developin-
their

g
their recreational and cultural

resources
resourcesIn

In many cases the developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-
ment

¬-

ment ofofrecreatIOnrecreation and historicIllsturicIllsturic-
sItes

historic-
sitessites representsrepresenls theIhe area'sareasareJ'sareJs' onlyonly-
potentIal

only-
potentialpotential for economic improveImprove-Improve-
ment

improve-
ment

¬-

ment.. Corollary to thistillS is thethe-
need

the-
needneed for greatergretter, AmericanAmerican-

I

American-
Indian

American-
IndianIndian and AlaskaALI ka NativeNative-
invpvemenl

Native-
involvementinvplvementinvpvemenlinvolvement} in111 theIhe planningpJJnnlllg andwdand-
approval

,wd-
approvalI approval of projectsproJect ".

This1I11S winterWin ter , a proposedproposed-
program

proposed-
programprogramprogramiawas\\iaia\ drawn up by thethe-

Anchorage
the-

AnchorageAnchorageJwptedinacceptedinOlficeOffice01 t ce and acceptedJwpted:
inhlllglonDCWashingtonDCtheory by the WashingtonWa hlllglon

HentlgeCentersHeritageCentersDC.. OfficeOtf ce for AlaskaAla ka HeritageHentlge,

Centers . The plan basicallyhhlcallyhhlcally-
suggests

basically-
suggests

,

suggests staffingstaffngstaff ng to give techtedl-tedltech-tedl-

Olca

tech-
nical

¬-

nicalOlca ! assistance in planning andand-
developing

and-
developingdeveloping village ,. regionalregIOnalandandand-
state

and-
statestate cultural heritagehentage centerscenters-

The
centers-

fheThefhefire plans suggest the lol-lollol-

lowmg
101 -.

i lowmglowing , but you are by no meansmeammeam-
limited

means-
limitedlimited to thenrthemthenr-

"The
'

orientedd"TheThe" Village Center orientedofJentcdofJentcd-
towardvillage'setoward that particular village'svillagesvIIIJge.svIIIJgesvIIIJge.s-
pecific

village's-
specific

'.

specificpecific, resources andandIntereandinterestsinterestsIntere ts ".
'TheThe"The'" he Regional Center , oneone-

or
one-

oror more in eacheachregIOnalregionalregIOnalcorpscorpscorps-
areaareacentrallylocated, more or less centrally
locatedlocatedandandandacclandaccessibleaccessibleaccl. sible , oriented

I equally to regional residents and
I . tourists .

" And can include crafteralcraft-

competitions
tt-

competItionscompetitions , exhibits of thethe-

area's
the-

area'sdisgarea'sareas' finest workmanship , disdIs-dIsdIs-

plays
dis-

plays
¬-

plays of student efforts , etc . ,

as well as displaysdlsplJYs ofofartifactsartifactsartifacts-
and

artifacts-
andand recordings ofofstoriesstoriestones andaridand-

dJnces
arid-

dancesdancesdJnces
dancesAnddJncesAnd

AndAndoneone or more StateState-
Centers

State-
CentersCenters representingrepresentingallallallregIOnsregionsregIOns-
of

regions-
ofof Alaska and would be primprllll-prllllprim-prllll-
arily

prim-
arily

¬-

arily touristtoumt orientedoriented-
The

oriented-
The

oriented-
TheThe planpldn also suggestsuggests Ihethethe-

functions
the-

functionsfunctions of the centers "wouldwould"would-
be

"would-
be

"

be to collect , document , andand-

preserve
and-

preservepreserve local artifactsartllacts and toto-

dl

to-

displaydisplaydl play them in a meaningfulmeanlOgful ,

organizedorganIZedmannermanner It wouldwould-

provide
would-

provideprovide education and enjoyenJoy-enJoy-
ment

enjoy-
ment

¬-

ment for young andandoldold andand-

Insure
and-

insureinsure preservation ofofInformainformaInforma-Informal-

IOn
informa-

tion
¬-

tionlIOn and traditionstradltlom now beingbemgbemg-

lost
being-

lostlost as the older generationsgenergenerations-
die

at 1lJ0\1lJ01lJ0-
die \die "

The Park Service willwillnotnotnot-

come
not-

comecome to you andaridaridsuggestsuggestugges ( thatthat-

you

( hJthJt-

youyou open ad Heritagelien tJge CenterCen( '-

enter
e-nter' ter IiItII-

I

It-

ISisI ' up to you totol contactconlact themtheitlthem-
II

theitl-
IfIfII you wantwwI, ad .enterenterl.enterlenterCenter(.. inIII youryour-

village
} ()ll[

villagevdldge and/orandorwdOT, /( regionreguJ\reguJreguJId)\ talkId, " toI () >)} mirourour-

ylllage
() lIrlIr-

vdl.lgevillagevdl.lgevdllgeylllage. andJndJndrCandreghinalregionalreghinalrCreghinalcarpIIIJIIIIJIcorp() corpcarpcarpandjiulHidandand-

tell

,Hid-

lellIclllelltell themtheta to1010HIewrite\HIeHIe\ ! IDIIIill the I.iikIiikP.J/\P.JPalkP.J-

erVIl.C

Palk-

Service

' ./ \.
Service)erVIl.CerVIlC. , or youoU write"rillrillw" rite' personper\mperm\ ] illydlilly-

and
)

anddnddnddandaskaskd \. the ParkPM\PMPMervlce\. Serviceervlce totn semicndSendSend-

a

,cnd-

Ia,I representativerepreentJllve, to10 our011[ arealre,1lre1< , to1010-

asI
to-

assistassistas\IasI\ ( you inUI planningpldnn lilt( andtrld, dedcde-dede-

veloping
¬.-

velopingvcloplllg your centerl.CnlerlCnlercenter-
The

l.Cnler-
The

center-
The

.
The ParkPar\ParParervICC\. ServiceervICC plansplpllnln< onnnnn-

actmg
on-

actingactingactmg asa the cataylistcatJyh t to10 helphelp-

start
help-

startstart the centerscentcr , traintram locallocal-

people
local-

peoplepeople to managemmage, andandjpcrJleandoperateoperatejpcrJlejpcrJleI-
hem

operate-
them

(
themIhem , then leave the centercen ter toto-

the
to-

thethe local people to10 own andaand-

continue
Ill )

continue .

The Service is currentlycurrent Iy dede-dede-

veloping

¬.-

velopingvelopmg a prioritypnonty listh 1 ol0/0of0-

proJects

of-

projects

/

projects , if you want to10 'DCDChethehe-

Ulcluded
th-

eincluded

'

includedUlcludedUlcludedatincludedatat the toptopofof01 thistill' listh t ,

get your requestsreque t in nownow-

Also
now-

Aho
now-

AlsoAlsoAho , the ParkI'ark ServiceSemce willwill-

respond
will-

respondrespond to requests for assisasSlS-asSlSassis-asSl-

Slance

assis-

tance

¬-

tancelance in recreational developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-
ment

¬-

ment planning on Native Lands .

This can include ,. but is notnot-

lImited
not-

limitedlimited to , the tour industrymdustrymdustry-
m

industry-
ininm the form of camp grounds ,

sports andandotherother recreationalrecreatIOnal-
facilIties

recreational-
facilitiesfacilities and accommodationsaccommodations-

LetLet the Park Service knowknow-

what
know-

whatwhat you would like in thesethese-
areas

these-
areasareas and they will give you thethe-

assistance
the-

assistanceassistance you require , or putput-
you

put-
youyou in touch withwithsomeonesomeone whowho-
can

who-
cancan .

Lost VISTA VolunteerVolunteer-

AndAndAndanan Old EskimoEskimoS-

trange

EskimoS-

trangeStrange Encounter Leads IntoInto-

Extensive

Into-

Extensive

Into-

ExtensiveExtensive Analysis of thethe-

Alaska

the-

Alaska

the-

AlaskaAlaska Native ClaimsClaims-

Settlement

Claims-

Settlement

Claims-

SettlementSettlement Act
ActLand's

Land'sLands' hndl-ndlndEnd-_ VilljgiVilllglVlllagrVilllgl-
Stdle

, _

StateStdle of AlaskaAlaskdAlaskd-

July
Alaska-

JulyJuly 10la , 19731973-

Dear

1973-

DearDear HowardIloward ,

HellolIelloIfello mymyoidold friend1Iflendfriend' I am sorry forlor not writingwntIIIg totl ) you lorlurfor sou\(),

long , but With the break-upbreakupbrea\-upbrea\. - and the nice springspring"edlherspringweatherweather"edlheredlher" , I wasWd soso-

Involved
so-

involvedinvolvedinvolvedininIII our villagevlJlage activities that I didn'tdidnt' have timetItne to writewrite-
SprIngtIme

write-
SpringtimeSpringtime is so beautifulbeau IIful here in thethevillage.villagevillagevIJlage._ when our land coniescol11eConies-
backback to life with so many flowers , birdsblrus , green plants , andandanllllabandanunalsanimalsanllllabanunals .

Even theth people feel more alive when we can taketa"etae" part in allallofof thisthlthis-

activityactivity on the tundra just as our fathers have done for generationsgeneratIOns-
ItIt never failsfalls to excite us even thoughthoughItit happens every year . NoNo-

native
No-

nativenative is so old that there isn- 'tis- ntIsn- 'tIs- ntisn- 'tis- nt' a thrill when springsprmg comes to thethe-

tundra
the-

tundratundra .

Do you thinkthin " that the people who wrote AN ACT have theIheIhe-

same
( lielie-

samesame feelings ? Can they understand the power of these simplesImple-

pleasures
simple-

pleasurespleasures or do they only see the land as something to be measuredmeasured-
inin10 terms of profits and losses ? This seems to be a vision of AlaskaAlaska-

that
Alaska-

thatthat makes lots of dollarsdoJlars andandnono sense to the people who live here ,

especially the Natives .

The reason I bring this up is that last week we hadhadaa visit fromfrom-

some
from-

somesome of the Land Use Planning Commissioners here in our village .

They said that they were doing their duties under Sec . 17 of ANAN-

ACT
AN-

ACTACT and they wanted to know our thoughts about what to dodo-

with
do-

withwith 80,000,00080000000, , acres of public land in Alaska . They were in a bitbit-

of
bit-

ofof a hurry , so they didn'tdidnt' even spendspendaa full day here . I guess thatthat-

if
that-

ifif I got $100100$ a day , I wouldn'twouldnt' spend too much time in anyanyoneanyone-
place

oneone-

placeplace either , but the problems they are dealing with are so big thatthat-

it
that-

itit was hard to know what is best for Alaska Natives . Besides wewe-

are
we-

areare mostlymostlyworriedworried about the landlandnearnear our villagevilJage and IIamam suresure-

that
sure-

thatthat other Natives are worriedworriedaboutabout the land near their ownown-

villages
own-

villagesvillages . Actually , there should be no question about what to dodo-

with
do-

withwith these 80 million acrescres - this land was Native land before thethe-

government
the-

governmentgovernment got it and it wo'uldwould' be only right that the NativesNatives-

should
Natives-

shouldshould get it back now .

Wally , my ex-VISTexVISTex.VISTAexVISTAex-VISTAVISTA-. A friend , says that the Land Use PlanningPlanning-
Commission

Planning-
CommissionCommission seemsseem'- sseem- s' like a bureacratic boondoggle to him - or aa-

blunder
a-

blunderblunder at best . ToTomeme it seems like a waste ofofmoneymoney , especiallyespecially-
sincesinceince IunderstandIunderstand that there is only one Native Commissioner outout-

of
out-

ofof ten and very few Natives on the staff. How come IInevernever seemseem-

to
seem-

toto hear about it when they are passing out the $100100$ a day jobs?

Well , I]Istillstill have lots more work to do here in the villagevillage-

since
village-

sincesince I am not'pldnotpldnot
.

.-

qld
q-

ld'. 91d enough to "retireretire" " andandnotnot do anything if 1II-

want
I-

wantwant to eat .

Your friend ,

NauggaCiunerputNaugga ClUnerputCiunerput


