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OtherOtller VoicesVVoices-VoicesVoic-

es"Rubber
oices-oicesoic-

es"Rubber
-

"RubberRubber" Words "" EraseErase-
Aleut

Erase-
AleutAleut Claim ToT St . Paul

( EDITOR'SEDITORS' NOTE : The U.SUS. .

Court of Claims recently orderedordered-
the

ordered-
thethe Indian Claims Commission toto-

hear
to-

hearhear evidence on whether thethe-

Aleuts
the-

AleutsAleuts have a claim against thethe-

United
the-

UnitedUnited States , based on governgovern-govern-

ment
govern-

ment
¬-

ment restrictions on the tribe'stribes' furfur-

seal
fur-

seatradingsealseatrading) trading .

Larry MerculieffMercu"effMercueff" , land plannerplanner-
for

planner-
forfor the Aleut Corp . , based inIn-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage , wrote the followingfollowing-
article

following-
articlearticle for the Tundra TimesTI-nesTInes.- , toto-

explain
to-

explainexplain the full situation . )

Recently the U . S . Court ofof-
Claims

of-
ClaimsClaims rejectedrejectedourrejecte-

d

rejectedo-

ur

our contentioncontention-
that

contention-
thatthat we (Aleuts ) owned the isIS-ISI-
Slands

is-

lands
¬-

lands of our residence in feefee-

simple
fee-

simplesimple under Russian law . TheThe-

court
The-

courtcourt did concede that the AleutsAleuts-
of

Aleuts-
ofof St Paul do have a claim underunder-
the

under-
thedealIngsclausethe fair and honorable dealingsdealings-
clauseclause of the Indian ClaimsClaims-
CommissIon

Claims-
CommissionCommission Act..

We contend that we havehave-
obtained

have-
obtainedobtained fee simple title viavia-

prescllptlOn
via-

prescriptionpresetprescllptlOnprescriptioniption under the laws ofof-
Tsanst

of-
TsaristTsaristTsanst Russia . The TsaristTsmst CodeCode-

states
Code-

statesstates that "undisturbedundisturbed"
, undisundis-undis-

puted
undis-

puted
¬-

puted , andandcontmuousandcontinuouscontinuouscontmuous possession "

of property is turnedturnedintointomto a feefee-

simple
fee-

simplesimple rightngh t.. In rejecting ourour-
claims

our-
claimsclaims perhaps the Court ofof-
Claims

of-
ClaimsClaims hashds overlooked thethe-

obvious
the-

obviousobvious . ._ .

The Russians began theirtheir-

conquest
their-

conquestconquest andandsubsequentsubsequent domindomin-domin-
ation

domin-
ation

¬-

ation of the Aleut TribesTnbes alongalong-
the

along-
thethe Aleutian ChainCham during thethe-

latter
the-

latterlatter part of the 1700's1700s' . Within
60 years approximately 20,0002000020,000-
Aleuts

20,000-
Aleuts

,

Aleuts were victims of one of thethe-
most

the-
mostmost atrocious forms of genocidegenocide-
inin the history of Alaska .

Today there are less than
3,0003000, Aleuts in existence .

Throughout the periodpenod of RussianRussian-
domination

Russian-
dominationdomination , Aleuts .werewere. takentaken-
asas slaves to harvest the rich furfur-

seal
fur-

sealseal pelts . The inevitable point

in time arrived - the guiltyguilty-

conscience
guilty-

conscienceconscience of greedy souls . TheThe-

few
The-

fewfew haggard Aleut survivors werewere-

treated
were-

treatedtreated as equals among moralmoral-

inferiors
moral-

inferiorsinferiors , and gradually the AleutAleut-

rights
Aleut-

rightsrights under Russian law increasedincreased-
The

increased-
The

increased-
TheThe U . S . Court of ClaimsClaims-

indicated
Claims-

indicatedindicated that the Russian ImIm-ImIm-

penal
Im-

perial
¬-

perialpenal government evidencedevidenced-
concern

evidenced-
concernconcern "thatthat" the natives of thethe-

islands
the-

islandsislands be disturbed in theirtheir-

possessions
their-

possessionspossessions as little as possibleposstble . "
The court states that such "concon"con-"con-
cern

"con-
cern

" ¬-

cern cannotcannol be equated with aa-

recognition
a-

recognitionrecognition of fee ownership "
given existingexistmg evidence , in otherother-
words

other-
wordswords , we had less than fullfull-

citizenship
,

citizenship rights . '
In a moment of intensive guilt ,

the American government grantedgranted-
U.S

granted-
U.SU.SUS. . citizenship to its nearnnearar anan-anan-

nihilated
an-

nihilated
¬-

nihilated aboriginalaborigmalaboriginalinhabitantsinhabitantsmhabitants in
1934 . Does the AmericanAmerican-
government

American-
governmentgovernment say that the RussianRussian-

people
Russian-

peoplepeople are incapable of equalequal-

sanity
equal-

sanitysanity andandmoralitymorality ? In rejectingreJectmgreJectmg-
our

rejecting-
ourour contentions the Court ofof-

Claims
of-

ClaimsClaims is indicting the RussianRmsJanRmsJan-

people
Russian-

peoplepeople
peopleTodaypeopleT

TodayT od ay we are strugglingst ruggl 109 toto-

protect
to-

protectprotect our vulnerable rights OurOur-

rights
Our-

rightsrights haveIIave been rendered vulnvuln-vuln-

erable
vuln-

erable
¬-

erable by the AlaskaAla ka NativeNatIve-

Claims
Native-

ClaimsClaims Settlement Act The factfact-

of
fact-

ofof the matter is that the ActAct-

Imposes
Act-

imposesimposes upon all native peoplespeoples-
unrealistic

peoples-
unrealisticunrealistic deadlines for identifyidentify-identify-
ing

¬.-

ing109 Natives andandselectingselecting 4040-

million
40-

millionmillion acres of land . In order toto-

protect
to-

protectprotect our rights in land we mustmust-

institute
must-

instituteinstitute foreign corporate entitiesentities-
and

entities-
andand teach our people in two yearsyears-
that

years-
thatthat which should take ten .

. UnfortunatelyUnfQrtunately , when it is concon-con-

venient
¬.-

venient for greedy and powerfulpowerful-
members

powerful-
membersmembers ofofsocietysociety to overlookoverlook-
righ

overlook-
rightsrightsrigh Is of citizensci tlzens , it is attemptedtempteda ! .

Thus history repeats itself.. TheThe-

Aleuts
The-

AleutsAleuts must again fight a war -
only this time the weapons areare-
rubbery

are-
rubberyrubberyrubberywordswords . The Aleut Tribe'sTribesTribe's-
case

Tribe's-
case

'

case in the U.SUS. . Court of ClaimsClaims-
isis one step forwardforwardininI an attemptattempt-
toto ride the rubbery word .


