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CULTURAL CENTERS -
InferesfedInterested Villages Should ContocfContact ParlcPark Service Now .., .

By LYNN CHAMBERSCHAMBERS-

IfIf you would like to have aa-

CulturalHentage
a-

CulturalHeritageCultural/HeritageCulturalHeritageCultural/HentageHentage/ Center in youryour-
village

your-
villagevillage and/orandor/ region write toto-

Harold
to-

HaroldHarold Gronroos , National ParkPark-

SeTVIce

Park-

ServiceServiceSeTVIce , 334 West Sth5th Avenue ,

Anchorage , Alaska 99510995 10 .

For several years now thetinethe-

Park
tine-

ParkPark Service has been talkingtal\.ingtal.ingtal.ingingtal.ing-
about

talking-
about

\.
about Cultural Centers in Alaska .

This year they are beginningbegmmng toto-

develop
to-

developdevelop a staff to workworkonon themthem-

asas well as to assist in recreationalrecreational-
plan

recreational-
planplan development .. The staffstaff-

will
staff-

willwill be under the National ParkPark-

Service
Park-

ServiceService Alaska State Director ,

Stanley T . AlbrightAlbnght.. The NativeNative-

Assistance
Native-

AssistanceAssistance Program will be dirdIr-dIr-

ected
dir-

ected
¬-

ected by HaroldlIarold GronroosGronroos-
assisted

Gronroos-
assistedassisted by MickietMlcklet BaxterBaxter-

The
Baxter-

The
Baxter-

TheThe first additions to theirthClrthCl-
rstaff

their-

staffstaff Will be three park plannersplanners-
possessing

planners-
possessingpossessing expertise to meetmeet-

anticipated
meet-

anticipatedanticipated demands . FurtherFurther-
additions

Further-
additionsadditions could be made eithereither-
on

either-
onon a full time or contractualcontractual-
basis

contractual-
basisbasis as needs ariseanse from youryour-
requests

your-
requestsrequests for special assistance .

In October 1967 , the ParkPark-

Service
Park-

ServiceService DirectorDlfector preparedpreparedaprepared-
briefing

prepared-
briefing

a

briefing book for the StateState-
GOVernors

State-
GovernorsGovernors . Among these ideasideas-

was
ideas-

waswas "NativeNative" Cultural Centers .
.''

During the summer of 1968 ,

a team ofofresearchersresearchers from thethe-

Park
the-

Park
e

Park Service visited 27 villagesvillagcsvillagcs-

spread
villages-

spread
l

spreadspreadoverover much of NorthernNorthern-
Central

.,

Central , and SoutheasternSoutheastern-
Alaska

Southeastern-
Alaska

n

Alaska to obtain first handhand-

information
hanhan-

information
d

information for a statewidestatewide-
preservatIOn

statewide-
preservation

e

preservation program .

SinceSmce that time National ParkPark-

Service
Park-

ServiceService policy as expressed byby-

Secretary
bb-

Secretary
y

Secretary of Interior Roger CC..

Morton and former SecretarySecretarSecretar-
Hickel

y)
Hickel is "toto" further the econecoeco-

omy
n

omyamy of Indian Reservations andand-

Alaska
and-

AlaskaAlaska Native'sNatives' by developingdevelopindeveloping-
their

developin-
their

g
their recreational and cultural

resources
resourcesIn

In many cases the developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-
ment

¬-

ment ofofrecreatIOnrecreation and historicIllsturicIllsturic-
sItes

historic-
sitessites representsrepresenls theIhe area'sareasareJ'sareJs' onlyonly-
potentIal

only-
potentialpotential for economic improveImprove-Improve-
ment

improve-
ment

¬-

ment.. Corollary to thistillS is thethe-
need

the-
needneed for greatergretter, AmericanAmerican-

I

American-
Indian

American-
IndianIndian and AlaskaALI ka NativeNative-
invpvemenl

Native-
involvementinvplvementinvpvemenlinvolvement} in111 theIhe planningpJJnnlllg andwdand-
approval

,wd-
approvalI approval of projectsproJect ".

This1I11S winterWin ter , a proposedproposed-
program

proposed-
programprogramprogramiawas\\iaia\ drawn up by thethe-

Anchorage
the-

AnchorageAnchorageJwptedinacceptedinOlficeOffice01 t ce and acceptedJwpted:
inhlllglonDCWashingtonDCtheory by the WashingtonWa hlllglon

HentlgeCentersHeritageCentersDC.. OfficeOtf ce for AlaskaAla ka HeritageHentlge,

Centers . The plan basicallyhhlcallyhhlcally-
suggests

basically-
suggests

,

suggests staffingstaffngstaff ng to give techtedl-tedltech-tedl-

Olca

tech-
nical

¬-

nicalOlca ! assistance in planning andand-
developing

and-
developingdeveloping village ,. regionalregIOnalandandand-
state

and-
statestate cultural heritagehentage centerscenters-

The
centers-

fheThefhefire plans suggest the lol-lollol-

lowmg
101 -.

i lowmglowing , but you are by no meansmeammeam-
limited

means-
limitedlimited to thenrthemthenr-

"The
'

orientedd"TheThe" Village Center orientedofJentcdofJentcd-
towardvillage'setoward that particular village'svillagesvIIIJge.svIIIJgesvIIIJge.s-
pecific

village's-
specific

'.

specificpecific, resources andandIntereandinterestsinterestsIntere ts ".
'TheThe"The'" he Regional Center , oneone-

or
one-

oror more in eacheachregIOnalregionalregIOnalcorpscorpscorps-
areaareacentrallylocated, more or less centrally
locatedlocatedandandandacclandaccessibleaccessibleaccl. sible , oriented

I equally to regional residents and
I . tourists .

" And can include crafteralcraft-

competitions
tt-

competItionscompetitions , exhibits of thethe-

area's
the-

area'sdisgarea'sareas' finest workmanship , disdIs-dIsdIs-

plays
dis-

plays
¬-

plays of student efforts , etc . ,

as well as displaysdlsplJYs ofofartifactsartifactsartifacts-
and

artifacts-
andand recordings ofofstoriesstoriestones andaridand-

dJnces
arid-

dancesdancesdJnces
dancesAnddJncesAnd

AndAndoneone or more StateState-
Centers

State-
CentersCenters representingrepresentingallallallregIOnsregionsregIOns-
of

regions-
ofof Alaska and would be primprllll-prllllprim-prllll-
arily

prim-
arily

¬-

arily touristtoumt orientedoriented-
The

oriented-
The

oriented-
TheThe planpldn also suggestsuggests Ihethethe-

functions
the-

functionsfunctions of the centers "wouldwould"would-
be

"would-
be

"

be to collect , document , andand-

preserve
and-

preservepreserve local artifactsartllacts and toto-

dl

to-

displaydisplaydl play them in a meaningfulmeanlOgful ,

organizedorganIZedmannermanner It wouldwould-

provide
would-

provideprovide education and enjoyenJoy-enJoy-
ment

enjoy-
ment

¬-

ment for young andandoldold andand-

Insure
and-

insureinsure preservation ofofInformainformaInforma-Informal-

IOn
informa-

tion
¬-

tionlIOn and traditionstradltlom now beingbemgbemg-

lost
being-

lostlost as the older generationsgenergenerations-
die

at 1lJ0\1lJ01lJ0-
die \die "

The Park Service willwillnotnotnot-

come
not-

comecome to you andaridaridsuggestsuggestugges ( thatthat-

you

( hJthJt-

youyou open ad Heritagelien tJge CenterCen( '-

enter
e-nter' ter IiItII-

I

It-

ISisI ' up to you totol contactconlact themtheitlthem-
II

theitl-
IfIfII you wantwwI, ad .enterenterl.enterlenterCenter(.. inIII youryour-

village
} ()ll[

villagevdldge and/orandorwdOT, /( regionreguJ\reguJreguJId)\ talkId, " toI () >)} mirourour-

ylllage
() lIrlIr-

vdl.lgevillagevdl.lgevdllgeylllage. andJndJndrCandreghinalregionalreghinalrCreghinalcarpIIIJIIIIJIcorp() corpcarpcarpandjiulHidandand-

tell

,Hid-

lellIclllelltell themtheta to1010HIewrite\HIeHIe\ ! IDIIIill the I.iikIiikP.J/\P.JPalkP.J-

erVIl.C

Palk-

Service

' ./ \.
Service)erVIl.CerVIlC. , or youoU write"rillrillw" rite' personper\mperm\ ] illydlilly-

and
)

anddnddnddandaskaskd \. the ParkPM\PMPMervlce\. Serviceervlce totn semicndSendSend-

a

,cnd-

Ia,I representativerepreentJllve, to10 our011[ arealre,1lre1< , to1010-

asI
to-

assistassistas\IasI\ ( you inUI planningpldnn lilt( andtrld, dedcde-dede-

veloping
¬.-

velopingvcloplllg your centerl.CnlerlCnlercenter-
The

l.Cnler-
The

center-
The

.
The ParkPar\ParParervICC\. ServiceervICC plansplpllnln< onnnnn-

actmg
on-

actingactingactmg asa the cataylistcatJyh t to10 helphelp-

start
help-

startstart the centerscentcr , traintram locallocal-

people
local-

peoplepeople to managemmage, andandjpcrJleandoperateoperatejpcrJlejpcrJleI-
hem

operate-
them

(
themIhem , then leave the centercen ter toto-

the
to-

thethe local people to10 own andaand-

continue
Ill )

continue .

The Service is currentlycurrent Iy dede-dede-

veloping

¬.-

velopingvelopmg a prioritypnonty listh 1 ol0/0of0-

proJects

of-

projects

/

projects , if you want to10 'DCDChethehe-

Ulcluded
th-

eincluded

'

includedUlcludedUlcludedatincludedatat the toptopofof01 thistill' listh t ,

get your requestsreque t in nownow-

Also
now-

Aho
now-

AlsoAlsoAho , the ParkI'ark ServiceSemce willwill-

respond
will-

respondrespond to requests for assisasSlS-asSlSassis-asSl-

Slance

assis-

tance

¬-

tancelance in recreational developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-
ment

¬-

ment planning on Native Lands .

This can include ,. but is notnot-

lImited
not-

limitedlimited to , the tour industrymdustrymdustry-
m

industry-
ininm the form of camp grounds ,

sports andandotherother recreationalrecreatIOnal-
facilIties

recreational-
facilitiesfacilities and accommodationsaccommodations-

LetLet the Park Service knowknow-

what
know-

whatwhat you would like in thesethese-
areas

these-
areasareas and they will give you thethe-

assistance
the-

assistanceassistance you require , or putput-
you

put-
youyou in touch withwithsomeonesomeone whowho-
can

who-
cancan .


