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Dear
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DearDear HowardIloward ,

HellolIelloIfello mymyoidold friend1Iflendfriend' I am sorry forlor not writingwntIIIg totl ) you lorlurfor sou\(),

long , but With the break-upbreakupbrea\-upbrea\. - and the nice springspring"edlherspringweatherweather"edlheredlher" , I wasWd soso-

Involved
so-

involvedinvolvedinvolvedininIII our villagevlJlage activities that I didn'tdidnt' have timetItne to writewrite-
SprIngtIme

write-
SpringtimeSpringtime is so beautifulbeau IIful here in thethevillage.villagevillagevIJlage._ when our land coniescol11eConies-
backback to life with so many flowers , birdsblrus , green plants , andandanllllabandanunalsanimalsanllllabanunals .

Even theth people feel more alive when we can taketa"etae" part in allallofof thisthlthis-

activityactivity on the tundra just as our fathers have done for generationsgeneratIOns-
ItIt never failsfalls to excite us even thoughthoughItit happens every year . NoNo-

native
No-

nativenative is so old that there isn- 'tis- ntIsn- 'tIs- ntisn- 'tis- nt' a thrill when springsprmg comes to thethe-

tundra
the-

tundratundra .

Do you thinkthin " that the people who wrote AN ACT have theIheIhe-

same
( lielie-

samesame feelings ? Can they understand the power of these simplesImple-

pleasures
simple-

pleasurespleasures or do they only see the land as something to be measuredmeasured-
inin10 terms of profits and losses ? This seems to be a vision of AlaskaAlaska-

that
Alaska-

thatthat makes lots of dollarsdoJlars andandnono sense to the people who live here ,

especially the Natives .

The reason I bring this up is that last week we hadhadaa visit fromfrom-

some
from-

somesome of the Land Use Planning Commissioners here in our village .

They said that they were doing their duties under Sec . 17 of ANAN-

ACT
AN-

ACTACT and they wanted to know our thoughts about what to dodo-

with
do-

withwith 80,000,00080000000, , acres of public land in Alaska . They were in a bitbit-

of
bit-

ofof a hurry , so they didn'tdidnt' even spendspendaa full day here . I guess thatthat-

if
that-

ifif I got $100100$ a day , I wouldn'twouldnt' spend too much time in anyanyoneanyone-
place

oneone-

placeplace either , but the problems they are dealing with are so big thatthat-

it
that-

itit was hard to know what is best for Alaska Natives . Besides wewe-

are
we-

areare mostlymostlyworriedworried about the landlandnearnear our villagevilJage and IIamam suresure-

that
sure-

thatthat other Natives are worriedworriedaboutabout the land near their ownown-

villages
own-

villagesvillages . Actually , there should be no question about what to dodo-

with
do-

withwith these 80 million acrescres - this land was Native land before thethe-

government
the-

governmentgovernment got it and it wo'uldwould' be only right that the NativesNatives-

should
Natives-

shouldshould get it back now .

Wally , my ex-VISTexVISTex.VISTAexVISTAex-VISTAVISTA-. A friend , says that the Land Use PlanningPlanning-
Commission

Planning-
CommissionCommission seemsseem'- sseem- s' like a bureacratic boondoggle to him - or aa-

blunder
a-

blunderblunder at best . ToTomeme it seems like a waste ofofmoneymoney , especiallyespecially-
sincesinceince IunderstandIunderstand that there is only one Native Commissioner outout-

of
out-

ofof ten and very few Natives on the staff. How come IInevernever seemseem-

to
seem-

toto hear about it when they are passing out the $100100$ a day jobs?

Well , I]Istillstill have lots more work to do here in the villagevillage-

since
village-

sincesince I am not'pldnotpldnot
.

.-

qld
q-

ld'. 91d enough to "retireretire" " andandnotnot do anything if 1II-

want
I-

wantwant to eat .

Your friend ,

NauggaCiunerputNaugga ClUnerputCiunerput


