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sgtmgt ist1stast class pius hoelscher of hooper bay right receives his alaska
distinguished service medalfiommedalfrom maj gen john schaeffer hoelscher is retir-
ing from the alaska army national guard after 39 years

guard honors
hoelscher for
devotion to duty
by barbara crane
for the tundrdtundra times

BETHEL not many people can
claim more years of military service
in alaska than sgtmgt ist class pius
hoelscher of hooper bay

As a young man in 1942 hoelscher
enlisted in the alaska territorial
guard and was a member until the
ATG disbanded in 1947

in 1950 he joined the newly organ-
ized 2ndand scout battalion of the army
national guard

over the years hoelscher a bi-

lingual yupikcupik passed on to younger
guard members his knowledge of the
survival skills and patrolling tech-
niques unique to the 2ndand battalions
vast yukon kuskokwim area

now after 39 years in positions of
increasing responsibility with the ar-
my national guard hoelscher is plan-
ning to retire in july

to recognize his contributions to his
unit hoelscher was honored in a feb
12 awards ceremony in bethel the 2ndand
battalions headquarters

maj gen john schaeffer adjutant
general of the alaska national guard
congratulated hoelscher and presented
him with the alaska distinguished
service medal

the citation which accompanied his
medal praised hoelscher for his devo-
tion to duty

mgtsgt 1stast class hoelscher has
established himself as a cornerstone of
his unit it reads his greatest at-
tribute is his untiring effort to improve
training and the quality of life for
soldiers within his company


