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Babbitt, Deer meet Natives . . . ”
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Continued from page |
week tour of Alaska, more than
half of which is federally owned.
He has been accompanied for
much of the trip by Ada Deer, the
new assistant secretary for Indian
affairs. Although he has an-
nounced few specific policy deci-
sions beyond a commitment to
listen well and work hard, Babbitt
has made clear his position on a
number of issues of critical con-
cern to Natives:

~ He supports a buyback of
federal offshore oil leases in Bristol
Bay; |

— He supporis a buyout of
Native-owned lands in the Kodiak
National Wildlife Refuge to pro-
tect important brown bear habitat
and honor the economic impers-
tives of Native corporations;

— Babbitt sees no need to reor-

ganize the Burcan of Indian Af-
fairs, ullin; upnnm in

people and set out and do the task  of Native tribal sovereignty, Bab-

and the organization will follow. ~ bitt has much less on that

But it's not the primary issue.”  subject than tl\tﬂ of natural
Subsistence appointments  resource IIIIIIH- However, con-
One concrete decision an- sultations held in Pairbanks be-

nounced by Babbittin Dillingham - tween Assistant Seoretary Deer

was appointment of 84 Alaskans  and the Alaska Inter Tribal Coun-

to-serve on regional subsistence  cil (AITC), a 'group advocating

advisory muncillnman“db? /Alaskan tribal sovereignty, pro-

the Alaska National ~ duced more direct and positive

Conservation Act (ANILCA) statements.

passed in 1980, In remarks to pn-

ticipants in the Alaska Federation

of Natives leadership retre

bitt chided his predecessors for &

not making the appoi . nents

sooner. - -
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