Mt. Edgecumbe alumni seek school manag

Secking 10 take unprecedentod
charge of their old campus, mem-
bers of the Mt. Edgecumbe Alumni
Association have called on the
Alaska Board of Education (o step
aside as the governing body of M.
Edgecumbe High Schoolin Sitka.

The association’s position,
which had already been presented
privately 10 state education com-
out in an August 6 meeting of the
state board of education in An-

Truitt of Sitka. Truitt is & former
teacher and administrator at the
school, which for many years as a
federally-funded and operated
boanding school for Natives and
Bow is i state-operated boarding
Natives still make up the majority
of the student body.

Truitt said long-standing con-
cerns about lax administration and
disrespoct for Native students and

theis educational challenges
prompied the association stance.
“T" vo boea there long énough t0
sce what goes on when we have a
weak superintendent," Truitt said.
A position paper provided by

the association outlined some of

the problenis that have attracted
alumni attention,

Truitt outlined six points pro-
posed by the association to rem-
edy these concems, many focus-
ing on recruitment of & new diroc-
of Laurence Rocheleau:

1. That the new superintendent
should be familiar with boarding
school operations, including aca-
demics, housing and food service,

“None of these can receive pri-
ority over the other or the school is
going to suffer,” Truitt said.

2. The new superintendent must
respect and be familiar with Na-

3. Administration of the school
should emphasize Native and lo-
cal hire; though he said alumni
were not seeking to replace cur-
rent staff members,

*Those of us in Sitka are really
tired of people from Arkansas and
jobs when there are qualified Jocal

m being passed over,” Truitt

4 School administration should

provide adequate discipling for
studenisio maintain morale.

amove that Truitt said mm

special legislation.

Kotzebue Sen. Al Adams, an
Edgecumbe grad, has indicated his
staff is preparing draft legisiation
to make the association
Edgecumbe’s policy-maldng body.

While hoard members bad lttle,
if any, response, Covey promised
to involve the alumni in the pro-
cess of selocting s new, penmanent
superintendent. While he made no
commitments rogarding a state
position on alumni takeover of
school administration, he said an
interim school superintendent

would soon be appointed.



