Fishcrisisdemands
real local input

Almost every part of Alaska has been affected by serious — even
dragtic — restrictions on salmon harvests, In some cases, the fish
haven'tshown up, or there was a perception of insufficient escapement
on the part of régulators.

The restrictions have put llﬂimﬂdﬁ‘lﬂin the summer incomes and
winter Tood supplics of thousands of Alaskans. State cabinet officials
and even the govemor himself have criss-crossed the state to visit the
scenes of disasier. But what have these wmmao
far, not much, |

We feel rural Alaskans have a right to demand: '

— An end to political patronizing: no more grandstand trips unless
there's a real commitment to both ease the current crisis and develop
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local people.

— Respect for local resource knowledge. There is mounting evi-
dence that the Dept. of Fish and Game s relying on sloppy, data
collection o support management decisions on the middle Yukon
River, completely discounting local data produced by more reliable
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