Tollﬂnﬂay‘nndmldby green
tundra sloping down from pearby
hills, glittered as a stiff breeze
riffled its waters, Offshore isldnds
seemed to drift in a distant mist as
overhead clouds seemed to roll
away (o make way for the wo
federal amphibian planes that
circled on approach to the com-
hunity of about 625.

" Accompanied by assistant sec-
retary for Indian affairs Ada Deer
and Bristol Bay Native Corp. di-
rector Harold Samuelsen, Babbitt
met for a little more than an hour
with Togiak elders and represen-
tatives of the community's city
council and traditional council,
They pressed Babbitt with long-

standing. grievances about state

management of walrug at the
Round Island Sanctuary and the
decision by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) to
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Island, The agency contends the
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the island, which it manages,
Togiak residents have been pre-

¢luded from traditional walrus

hunting at Round Island, and are
secking to assume ownership of
the reindeer remaining  at
Hagemeister, But efforts to nogo-
tinte with USFWS have produced
a tangle of frustration and bad
feeling. A new deadline for their
final removal is fast approaching.

The meeting was warm, digni-
fied and reserved.

“We of the traditional council
are willing to work with the fed-

. eral government (but) we're tired

of being railroaded,” said chair-
man Moses Kritz.

Babbitt listened intently to
comments and asked a few ques-
tions, He made no commitment
regarding the reindeer, nllhuugh
another showdown seems immi-
nent without Babbiu's interyen-
tion.

“I'll give serious consideration
to the Hagemeisterissue,” Babbitt

Gary Carlo of Toglak provides documentation on the Hagemeister
reindeer to Dave Vian Note, special assistant to Secretary Babbitt,

said.

On subsistence issues gen-
erally, he said he could nol
guarantee 100 percent satisfac-
tion with his decisions, but

promised to communicate with
MNatives on the issuc.

“I will take a direct and per-
sonal interest in all the subsis-
tence issues,” he said.




