
IFiHSpaidIHS-paidIHSpaid-, travel cut |

By LINDA LORD-JENKINSLORDJENKINS-

TundrTundra* TimeTimer
TransporwionTransportation for any papa-pa-

tient who is not faced with a

"lifelife" ihreaiening"ihreaieningthreatening"threatening" problem will

bfbe cut off for Alaska Natives
on July 1 if an expected cutcut-cut-
back in federal funding for the( he
Indian Health Service is apap-ap-

proved by Congress.Congress.

The cutback in funding for
transportation isit being considconsid--

ered and expected by local
IMSIHS officials , one of whom
recently wrolewrote a memo outlinoutlin..

ing the cutbacks 10to area IHS

health unitunits.units.

G.H.GH.GH. . Ivey , area director

for ihethe Alaska Area Native
Health Service wrote on
March 11 "BecauseBecause" of ihethe
tightening budget situation
during Fiscal Year 1982 , we

are unable 10to provide the( he
same level of services includinclud--

ing pali'nipalinipatient' transportation thaithat
we have been able 10to afford
in the( he past.past.

"ThjThj"ThisThis" is (99to( advise you
that( hal effective July 1.11 ., 1982 ,

based on our presentprfsent projected
patient funding level

Healthevel , the AlasAlas--

ka Area Native Health ServiceSevcce
will pay for travel tdo a medical
facility only In ai life-threaten.lifethreaten.lifethreaten.threaten-.- .

(Continued on Page Seven)
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In;$ situitlonsituation 'whenwhenrwhen' nonc1P; Olderlotiur
resoufceresource ish available.available., o.

' 1'1' .' ', , t't( '
'

n* "InIn"1u order ttoo conserveconserve fundfunds
where'where' necessary , wewe'wWwewW' will con ,

tinue to.to. pay :: fort'travelforttravelfor"irivel'offoririvelof!'" 'of In-InIn.-.
patientspaiients and transfertransfer'stransfers') from oneono

,,' 'facilityfacility'
,

to.TanothertoTanotherto.1anotherto1another. ' facility;

'-when
w-hen'-when
w-hen' rioAQ

,'otheothe' other,
,
resource'
,tesourcd toIs

'-available
a- vailable' available ,:

,
, :' ,44,;1 .- f.1.

f- 1.f- 1. ., .
' '

""DuringDuring" January, the.AlaskatheAlaska.

Area , Nativedative ,
Health Service ad'adad-'-

.visedvised'yiiedyiied.' theth4 State.ofStateofState.ofAlaskaStateofAlaska. .AlaskaAlaska., that
effective.effective., March tl ,' the ANHS
wpuldwould no longerlonger'' be inIa?,# posl-poslposf- .,

tlonilon to
,

pay for any.any., patient
transportationttansportation,4ttansportation4, ;. , for(ot Medfcald.MedfcaldMedicaid.Medicaid.

eligibleeligible AhskAlaska Natives.Natives.. , ;,
. ?"'Ws'ThisThis' 'decisiondecision' wawas re-reto-to- ,

ccnilycently re-affirmedreaffirmedttaffirmed-, at'theattheif' theStato? iate
.QuarterlyQuarterly.,QuinerlytrieetIngi, mieet ! ng 'andand'

, k: newnew

MeiqorandumMemorandum
,
ofqt"qt" ApeemcntAgreement

(i bctvcenbetvyeen the respecttyerespective agepcleagepciea

.hh., is being developed.'whichdeveloped.whichdevelopedwhichdevelppe'd.'whichelpped.whichelppedwhich'
.
' xo-xoie:- :

flectsthis(lect , thi change;* ' .thethe.thepemothepemo. ncmo
' ' ' '

atatta/, . .
'
,

,
. , '

,; ,

is ,lveyjtiskedlvcy i asked; that ihe'fnfor.ihefnfor.ihefnforthe '*,1nfor1nfor, ., '

inaiion.inaiionmotion ., .be "lhared"lhared"shared""withsharedwith" iwiih" the ,

appropriateappropr ato bibalt fpal groupgroups
.healthhealth., cprporationcorporations andlied others.othersothers.others..,

,0n0n, on May.May., is1 $ rveylyey wrpifeyrote a

letter.letterte Cr., T;rc
-
DonDon SiandiferStsndder , pre-prepresi$(-

.dentdent. (en '
, ofof ; the'the' Native , village of

tyonek'whichtyonekwhichTyonek ,; ';which is acrossacross
, .CookCook. ; '

InletInlet from , AnchorageAnchorage0ellingtelling

him'thathimthathiin'thathiinthat,

' onlygnlylifathreatening, life-threateninglifethreatening-

emergencieemergencies will betransportedbe transported,

4sofJulyU.asas. of July,4July4
,

,
The new'new', policy memom6 no -IsIs-is a

furtherance of a policy written
earlier this year whichwinch limited

'
the wtypea'of'wtypeaof

?
types'types'"

, of ' .hospitalhospital., ,
'nipsnipstrip

thatthatthe,ftte IHS will pastorpay,for emer.emererner-erner.-
' " 'genciegenciei'Wy.gencieiWy.gencieiWyonly.only. *' t . ,

That'That'' ' poltcpQ4i0FWK44rew from
soniesome 'quartersquarters'quartersbecausequartersbecause' ,"

,because -emfcremfcrlyrntrl-

, gency.gencygents ,.
,

triptrips ; were " .poorlypoorly., dedet
fined, according to'(o Staridifer.StaridiferSfandifero .
r""

"VVe'VVe"'WeWe' ' askedsked them , toio definedeflne
emergencytmergency"andtmergencyand,

" '-and
a-

nd'', they.they(hey. sent ; us '

a cop/ofcopofcopy/ofan
,
an ofd policy memo

tintthat didn'tdidnt' explainexplairt anything.anything."
Howeverilowevet , a spokesmanspokesman for

theiho'1H9iho1H9' IHS , Pauline'Phfflips.PaulinePhfflips.PaulinePhfflipsPaulinoPht1lipsaald', ., said
Friday thatthe? haithe'memohaithememo,

'
memo Was

{

tlbt'tlbt'

laiii effect ydyet and won'twontwon't bebo untiTunfit
ithethe'the' final 111482'1148282 ' budget'budgetoudget ' it apap-ap-
proved'proved'

,
bybX !Congress , $hc1hd said"saidsaid "

that 'the'the' the/MS'lstheMS'lsMSls' /, INS 'isis' '-operating'
o-perating''bpehting'bpehting' '' ,-

With a * budgetWdget'whicifWdgetwhicif'whichrwhichr' is equal
to the 1981'1981'

., .fundingfundingfunding''
,
levelLevel'Level '

minusminui 10Ib percentpercent of that(hat,;, ,

PbillipsPhillips saidaid 'thafthaf'thatthat' shcteonshel con ,
jaded(acted aal CongressionalCongmisiotia'ICongmisiotiaI' "hot.hot.hot"- hot .,
line"line" FridayFriday.Friday

.
to(o learn the status

of4he6f , the 1982 budget for 1HSlliS
,

and'tendtend' tearned'that"tearnedthathaifed'thathaifedthat'
" CongressCongrestiwaswas ;

inIn ""tunnojltunnojl"iurmoifiurmoif because allau budget
proposalproposals had beentieen rejected.byrejectedbyiejeCtea .by'Congress/CongressCongresal'Congresal/*' 1 i

' According"According" tutry IHSII-ISIIIS- statlsltcsystatistleif ,

5,1975197, ipatientspatients were ' 'transtrans.tans-.tans. -
' ported St to-to- the'thephi' Alaska'Alaska' NativeNatlvo

MedicalMedical -CeilteiCeiltei'- Center .frontfront.f iantt , through-throughthrough'-:.'

: outout the"thethf" state ' 'inin
'
(n 'Fiscal/Year.FiscalYear.'FiscalFiscalYear.Year'Fiscal'Year.FiscalYear'

/, '
.

a 182I P81? , ,

'" '
k' 'ThatThat

'
Thai.'lncluded/215Thai.lncluded215Thai.'lncludedThailncluded215., 'Inclu4ed21Inclu4ed21

'
/, ' $ patients.patients

.,

'fromfrom'fiomfiom'
IheAIeutiaitIslands,23SfromIheAIeutiaitIslands23Sfromjhc.AleutUolslands,335'jhc.AleutUolslands335jhcAleutUolslands335[ ., , , '

from the(he Barrow Health DisDis-Dis-
trict ,; 11-

.1
1-1 ;085 from thethe.., Bethel

Health"HealthHealth
".
Unit , 284.284284 ., from BristolBrisiol

Bay.unit.Bayunit.Bayunit.? .;' 35'rodt35rodtS'fromSfrom' ( the'jCotze"thejCotzeihe'rotze41iherotze41
'

"'

huebue'uAltbueuAlt, 'unitunit' , 2071207' , fromfrorif the MtiMtw

Edgecumbedgecumbel Unit , 12 tromfrom the
,AnnetteAnnette'' Islands , 227 from.fromfront., InIris-Iris-
teriortenor Alaska and 331$3131$ from
Norton SoundSound'Sound,'. and 2,48124812.481,. from
thethe Anchorage unitunit.unit.,

PatientsPatienti from Tyonek Bumnom:.,*
i bered 29 ;and'26Wiefromand26Wiefromirid"26cartieirid26cartie"'

) ; jronrl,

tEngnshBayEngISh$ Bays / -

,'

W ' "
Phfflips/hadPhfflipshadPhillfps / had no'breakdownnobreakdownoo ' 'breakdbreakd wtr

onoat the amountamount of'moneyofmoneyofmoney' spent
last'last"' " yeatyear forfoil transportation nor ,

.diddidAid.Aid. .sheshe. She hy"hyhove"? projectionsprOjectioar ; 6ai'1Ai1A'

the amountamount
.soughtaoughl .forfor., for ' the(he

.comuigcomuig., coming yeaY.yeaYyeah., '

Standifer-Standifer- , saidaid a chartcharteret, aifair-air*-
planeplane'' nightflight fromfrom.fromJTyonek'TyoneklTyonekl.' to.to.
Anchorage averageaverages'averages 'fromfromhom'

,
$11$ 200

to , $159159$150150$ , one waywiy, A rtgularlyitgulirly
ichedulediichedukd flight Is $24-$2424$ -, TyonckTyonek'Tyonek,

'

'has"pald'forsomehaspaldforsome'

ha '" paid
'
for , omc emergency

i. ivlsittvisitf1 ihathat(
, ,

AHSA11S
'
1,Wouldn't"heWouldnthe14 '

'
( ., ,"

y, 'taid.taid.taidslid.slid' . y

Helit said'saldsald' 'he'he'he
' ' Hopedopes "somesome"tome-tome-

'
,

lAingthing 4111v ll happen
,totnaketqlmake-

'
tqlmak-

e

?
, ;**

tgovernmontgOYernment ' ',,agencletgcnclrt'gcnclrt' gefgets'gets'

their,
prioritiespriodfles inin line.line., If realize

the priority Is to6'piovlde6piovlde'

provide nurses
and-andknd.knd-. ., doctors , illIri t6l(nc'nc' ospitalsospltsli

*

butbujft6ejsh''the/'thethe' /;,
, shoulduld lalcc/lalccakeii/ good&6od

look'look' at their'their', own structuresstiuct&esstiuctes&
Itariei'Itarieito'to' , see'see'

'if
'theVtheV'thlthl
'

,

lean4n
*

;utut backbick
'enoughenough' 0 nobijh't6bijht6to havet&vOhevOhe& the ""moneymoneyboney 4oto
IncludeIncla4a the BushBush'asBushas'as a'priorityaprioritysi' priority,

"4lou., 'toitoi' of people out ,
Jheiehere'here',

donYgetdof'f'getdoffget' ' to'seetoseet0'seet0see' a doctor'doctor';," '
,

SlandiferSkindifer said that'that' he re7ie-7ie-

centlycentl'y.cently.'
.
.askedtheaskedthe.askoiotheaskoiothe. ,

, CookCook
,

Inlet-InletIaler-

' 'loloto ' " "**MatlveNativo Association ;
,

"loanloan1oart"1oart
'

Tyonek'Tyonek ' 'oneone6d'6d'
,

' of the'thethe *' CINAC1N

docto'rsdoctorsd6ct6rs' onon a'a' m'onthty"monthtymonthly' " basisbas s

. toomak,tnakeRl'routWlroutW' routir ti.ti..'yiUsl.lot.heyiUsllot.heyiUsllothe'yisils"toyisilsto$
"

., , ,,the. ,

village.village. CICINAA greedagreed butbut,
Stand'StandStand-'-

Ifer(for 'sai4sai4'ssII4ssII4' he lsn'lsnIsn'tIsnt'( certaincertaln.ho-
w

certalnho-
w.how

\l6ngthatwuUasl6ngthatwuUas\
, )brig that will fait.fait,.,

HHt saidpaid , he , hopes lhatathat , a
..regularregular. doctor'doctordoctor'sdoctors''' visit'visitvisit'visit' can be
'startedstarted' tarted h14 thethervillages, village }Ina ordercrber
lo1to ' "upgradeupgrade" health iridArid an4e
emergency'tripemergencytripemergeocy'tripsemergeocytrips' 1less necessarynecessary

,
;:

The7'he7he' nattermatter
' ,

will be'be' brought
up whenwhen the1the'the' Department

,
ofof

Social Services : IndianIndian"
"

Health
BpardBoard , nicetyrneetf , ;In Anchorage
'June1June1'tunetune'

I'I( ' for'itforitfor'1tsfor1ts' quarterly meetmeet.meet.
ing.ing.

, ,
',?David 'CateCateCapes , director .ofof.,of

.thethe.. Alaska Native Health'HealthNealtli' Board

.saidsaid., said'ihissaidihis,

'ihls weeicweek
, thatthitthe'lerilathitthelerila:, the tenta'

tive policypoti4wofrlesiworries, him greatly ,

"4Mhatt(yhafcthisthis-wouldthiswould-wouldwould-- appearappear (66t6(
rneanmean, lsis tHattttatiff soiifeqncsomeone ,

In one
,p( , heheslviilageaits;

, UageS'gciUageSgci(,
'
* $ ;,a"a" badly

Jorolientoken leg he ; won'tbewontbewon't't' betraris-betraris,, traiis-traiis-
ferredferred'lotferredlot

'
to! Anchorage (medical

-penterpenter-center)
, ,

becauseb'ocausebocause' h'hU ' isifSnYtt lifefife
threatening.threateningthrcateniitg.thrcateniitg . , Fr , t, .rr. "tt"

"YoqYoq" justjust4 can'tcantFan'iFani' 'letlet' lei people
Jw.Jw'lielie'

.
.theythey.there'there;';. ' to|n the .-

villages
v-
illages.
yillages with-With-

broken legs
,andsnd jnountooiapneunionia

tuJ'tuJ' geliett ; tOibeio, be Utetlhreat-Utetlhreat1tt'e1tte'
, , threat-threat-

ping.pingfining.fining..
' ' '\

_ '
CatesGates iaid'LeiaidLesaid he'haheha'has written to( o

jail-allall-
,; ihe.ihetha... ,ANHBNHB irienibermetnber , cpryor ,

porations-abouporationsaboupotatlons"abouihopotatlonsabouiho"-

'(the memovemo) and
tdvueadvistc ,

, thcm'thcmthem, 3tot0t, .., apj Uideaside
some.aevenues'tqhelpsome.aevenuestqhelpsomeaevenuestqhelp.revenuerevenue.

' to
_
help pay for

transportation.transportation .

He iddtidridded , howewrhowever , that
the(he corporationcorporations whicKwhich behe con;on.on.
tactedltacted , perwnallypersonalli.personalli.

,
-- tfie" , corcor--

porationporations which werewtr4: t9t? havepave
been advised about the cutcut-cut-
back according to the MarchMarch 1 -

Ivey memo - knew nothing
about the change in policy.policy.


