By LINDA LORD-JENKINS
Tundra Times

Transponation for any pa-
tient who is not faced with a
“life threaiening” problem will
be cul off for Alaska Natives
on July | if an expected cul-
back in federal funding for the
Indian Health Service is ap-
proved by Congress.

The cutback in funding for
transportation is being consid-
ered and expecied by local
IHS officials, one of whom
recently wrole a memo oullin-
ing the cutbacks to area |HS
health unirs.

GH. [Ivey, area direcior

for the Alaska Area Native
Health Serwice  wrole  on
March 11 “Because of ihe
tightening budger situation
during Fiscal Year 1982, we
are unable 10 provide ihe
same level of services includ-
ing patisnl transporiation thai
we have been able 10 afford
in the pasi. '

“This & 10 advise you
that effective July 1. 1982,
based on our preseni projecied
patien! funding level, 1he Alas-
ka Area Native Health Service
will pay for 1ravel 10 a medical
facility only in & life-threaten-
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