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Hensley speaks out

(Continued from Page Three)

people. The language migh
be dead. Your love for the
food might be gone. Your
understanding of the history
of our people might be lim-
ited. You may not dress like
you are supposed to as far
as the encyclopedias are con-
cerned.

So the mh-mmun that has
to be maintained is the “spirit.”

Of course, if you have peo-
ple that are dependent on
the land and its plant life and
animal life, that is an absolute
part of what they are. It's
a part of what you are as a
people. That's why ‘subsis-
tence’ is such an imporiani
issue 16 all Native people as
well as those non-Natives
who understand and feel this
same connection with land and
its animal life. They, in effect,
want 1o be in touch with
the earth, so the ‘subsistence’
issue is definitely a keen par

of it.”
TT.. We understand that
negotations among the region-

al wm T{l}
are almost to the point of
agreement. s this true?

HENSLEY: Yes. All the ma-
jor points involved in the
issue have been resolved, in-
cluding the question of dis-
tribution ,from the Arctic
Slope. The drafting committee
is finalizing a 100-150 page
agreemen!  and we think
it's a matier of one more meet-
ing before this thing can be
signed, which is going 10 be
a major step forward.

It has been a draining exper-
ience over the years in lerms
of manpower and money and
has sometimes creaied hard
feelingg among the reglons.
Partly because this will be re-
solved outside the courts, bui
also as something that will tie
us together down the road,
this will be a major step for-
ward for us,

We will all have a common
interest in each other, even if
it is just ecomomic interest.
It will require that we get to-
gether periodically, and that
is for the good of us all.”



