
ELMER SIMON'SSIMONS' MOTHER , ALDINE , WITH THE RIBBON SEAL HEHE-

HUNTED
HE-

HUNTEDHUNTED IN HOOPER BAY ( FRANK KEIM Photo ')

Simon gets hishis-

ribbon
his-

ribbonribbon seal
The room was darkdarkwhenwhenwhen-

I
when-

jwokeI jwokeawoke and it took me awhileawlu1e toto-

ahze
to-

reahze
to-

realizereahzerealizeahze it was dawn I Jumped-

out
jumpedjumped-

out
jumped-

outout of bed , hopinghopmg that therethere-

wasn't
there-

wasn't
there-

wasn'twasn'twasnt' aI sealscaJ hunter already-

out
aJready-

out
alreadyaJreadyalready-

outout hunting at the pointpomtpoint-

Quietly
point-

Quietly
pomt-

QUIetlyQuietly , without waking upup-
my

up-
my

up-
ymyy folks , I started the camp-
ove

camp-
stove

camp-
stove

camp-camp-

stoveove to heat up some waterwater-
so

water-
so

water-
soso I could have some hot coffee-
and

coffeecoffee-
and

coffee-
andand tea to take out hunthuntinghunting-
WIth

hunting-
with

'

with me .

After breakfast I went downdown-
to

down-
toto the dock to check the tide-
The

tideudeude-
TheThe tide was low , but it wwas-
coming

waswas-
comingcoming in farther out towardstowards-
the

towards-
thethe mouth of the Hooper BayBay-

slough
Bay-

slougisloughslougi\slougislougiThe\ . The windwmd was from thethe-

cast
the-

easteastcast at about -4-545- knots per hour
- . a perfect day for hunting .

While rmixing motor gas ,. IInono-
ticed

no-
ticed

no-no-

ticed some other hunters were.,
beginning to walkwaJk down to thethe-

dock
the-

dock. _ .dockjijitfcfcto -t-fcfctfcfccheck- - the tide That-

gave
ThatThat-

gavegave me reason to enough toto-

hurry
to-

hurryhurry so IIcouldcould be the first oneone-
out

one-
outout to Nuok Spit which is lolo-lolo-

cated
lo-

cated
-¬

cated at the mouth of HooperHooper-
Bay

Hooper-
BayBay .

I was pretty hot after car-

rying
car-

rymg
car-carcarcar-¬-

ryingrymg my gear and two 6 gaJlon-

cans
gallongaJlongallon-

canscans of motor gas to the boat .

It was about 8:30830: ajnunam when II-

finally
I-

fmallvfmallvfinally left for the point . TheThe-

slough
The-

sloughslough still wasn'twasnt' very htghhigh butbut-

It

but-

itIt wuwas -highI-JghIJgh enough for my boatboat-

to
boat-

toto get out .

I went past the last polepole-
marker

pole-
market

pole-
rkermarkermarketrker andnd slowed down toto-

about
to-

about
to-

aboutabout 3 miles per hour , thenthen-

cruised
then-

cruised
then-

cruisedcruised toward the point . As I

went , I looked from casteast to westwest-
and

west-
andand from south to north , but II-

saw

I-

sawsaw nothingnothmg ' IIwaswas pretty dis-
couraged

disdis-dis-
couraged

-¬-

couraged due to all the work II-

went
I-

wentwentbayfirstto gettinggetung out to the bay
first
firstI

I decided to throw my anchoranchor-
over

anchor-
overover andJ stay min one place''ee forfora-

coming
fora-foraa-

while
a-

wlu1e
a-a-

wlu1ewhile . I heard a boat comingcommgcoming-
out

commg-
out

coming-
outout , openedopenedmymy thermos andand-
started

and-
startedstarted to have a cup of cofcoffee ..

sc.JffiedtoseptedtoJust then I saw what sc.JffiedscJffiedsepted.
to be a scasea duck , but It lookedlooked-
Itke

looked-
likeItkelike it might be a seal too . 1II-

grabbed
I-

grabbedgrabbed)bed my binocularsbmoculars andJIIIdandwaiwai-
ted

waiWalwai-¬.-
ted for it to come up again .

ItItcamecamee up , and sure enoughenough-
ItIt was a ealseaJseal . In the backgroundbackground-
through

background-
throughthrough the binoculars 1I also sawsaw-
a

saw-
aa boat comingcommg towards meme-

QUlclc1y
me-

QuicklyQuicklyQUlclc1y , I took my 22 hoihornethornet-
nfle

hornet-
riflenflerifle , pulled inm my anchor andand-

speeded
and-

speeded
.

speeded toward the sealseal-
II slowed down Then it ca.ntcantcarnecamecame-

up
carne-

up
.

up only about 25 feet from mymy-
bow

my-
bowbow . IIaimedaimed ... ..BangBang !

....Puk1Puk1.PukPuk. '
1I heard my bullet hithttlit the sealseal-
II went over and harpooned it ,
and to my surprisesurpose when I pulledpulled-
m

pulled-

inmin the lineIme ofofmymy harpoon , II-

saw

I-

sawsaw that what I had caughtcaught-
was

caught-
waswas aI Ribbon seal . It was veryvery-

beautiful
very-

beauufubeauufubeautiful! , and I was happy . MyMy-
hard

My-
hardhardhardworkwork min gettmggetting out firstfirst-

had
first-

hadhad paid off-

So
offoff-

So
off-

SoSo for those of you that waitwattwait-
till

watt-
untillun the sun comes out to' hunt ,
you'dyoud' better start meetingmcctmg thethe-

sun
the-

sunsun every day It1t bringsbnngs goodgood-

luck'luckluckTuuluckTuas" <* TuTuuTu-asTuas-*.; .,
Elmer C ._ Simon


