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State SelectionsSelec ons SpursSpurs-

Urgency
Spurs-

UrgencyUrgency for Inclusion
,

In'In,' Claims SolutionSolutionB-
y

\,

By MADELYNMADELYN SHULMANSHULMAN-
Staff', Staff WriterWriter-

As

Writer-

AsAs landlandclaimsclaims isi once again debated in Congress ,

the native people of the Upper Tanana River renewrenew-
their

renew-
theirtheir efforts to include their people in any landlandclaimsclaimsclaims-
settlement

claims-
settlementsettlement .

Since AlaskajfeecameAlaskaJ'becameAlaskaJbecameAlaskarbecame' a state , the natives of TanacrjssTanacrossTanacr ss ,.

Northway , Tok and Tetlin havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen battling for their land-landland-
which

land-
which

land-
which

-
which has been selected by thethe-
State

the-
StateState of Alaska under the propro-pro-
visions

pro-
visions

-¬

visions of the Statehood Act .

For several years ,. the TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes has sought to make AlasAlas-Alas-
kans

Alas-

kans
-¬-

kans and others aware of thethe-

problems
the-

problemsproblems of Tanacross and thethe-

surrounding
the-

surroundingsurrounding Athabascan villagesvillage-
sof

village-
sofof the United Crow Bands .

During the summer of 1969 ,.
Tundra Times reporter ThomasThomas-
Richards

Thomas-
RichardsRichards , Jr . ,. documented thisthJSthJS-

ex
this-

extentextentex ( nt of the land claimsclauns filedfiled-
by

.1111.by
area.11byanacVareathe)

.

e people of the TanacTTanacVTanac-
area anacV

"

Their claims date back to
191719 I 7 , the year a trader namednamed-
Newton

named-
NewtonNewton reportedly had the nana-nana-

tives
na-

tives
¬-

tives mark hunting trails , fishingfishing-
sites

fishing-
sitessites andandancestralancestral buryingburying-
grounds

burying-
groundsgrounds on a mapmapwhichwhich he regreg-reg-

istered
reg-

istered
¬-

istered with the Territorial ComCom-Com-
missioner

Com-
missioner

¬-
missioner for the Upper Tanana .

Since that year , the people ofof-
the

of-
thethetheUpperUpper-Upper.- Tanana have filedf1edf1ed-
repeated

filed-
repeated

!repeatedrepeated claims with the Interior

Department ,. especially since
1950 and the enactment of thethe-

Native
the-

NativeNative Allotment Act..

Yet , in 1971J 971 , two land claimsclaunsclauns-
bills

claims-
billsbills pending before Congress exex-exex-

clude
ex-

clude
¬-

clude these villages whose landslands-
have

lands-
havehave been tentatively approvedapproved-
T

approved-
TA'd(TA'dTAdT A'dAd' ) by the BLMBUtELM for StateState-

Selection
State-

SelectionSelection .

"OurOur" people are greatly concon-con-

cerned
con-

cerned
¬-

cerned that the land claims billsbills-

exclude
bills-

excludeexclude our people from anyany-

selectJon
any-

selectionapprovedlandsselectionselectJon on tentative approvedapproved-
"lands"landslands" lands to the state , " writeswntes AnAn-AnAn-

drew
An-

drew
¬-

drew Isaac of TaiTal f-ossfossmoss,. 'ossoss'-

, TraTra-Tra-

ditIOnal
Tra-

ditional
¬-

ditional Chief of th UnitedUnited-
Crow

United-
CrowCrow Band .

"OurOur" villages have all beenbeen-

given
been-

givengiven tentative approval to thethe-

State
the-

StateState . The State of Alaska isis-

holding
.

holdingholdi11g tentative approval toto-

nearly
to-

nearlynearly 7"7millionmillion acres ; withinwithin-
are

within-
areare rncT\'HT'HHnit':_\' : :; ._ '"* "II"-, 15 villages onon-

subsistence
on-

subsistencesubsistence i,..jIUSjIUS,.., ius( us . Since statestate-state-
hood

state-
hood

¬-
hood , our people have beenbeen-
treated

been-
treatedtreated badlybadJy by the State andand-

Continued

and-

continued( Continued on oaaepage 6\66)6)\



Tanacross Asks in . . .
( Continued from page I1)1)

we bavehave developed a deep dis-disdist-

n1st
dis-

trust
--

tn1sttrust ofStaofStat-StatStatpolicy- policy or pr9misespromises .

"IfIf" we get any land at allall-

from
all-

fromfrom the State it would be lessless-

the
less-

thethe minermineralmineralrightsIIrightsrights as the StateState-
receives. - receives that upon patent byby-

BLM
by-

BLMBLM . Our pleas have been ig-igig-

nored
ig-

nored
-

nored that we have the samesame-
rights

same-
rightsrights of selections as others .

.ItIt"It." is felt by our people thatthat-
the

that-
thethe State of Alaska is engagedengaged-
fu

engaged-
infuin a land Swindle with the helphelp-
of

help-
ofof the BLM ofofsuchsuch magnitudemagnitude-
toto be unique in the histhistoryl)' ofof-

the
of-

thethe Native property loss ," writeswrites-
the

writes-
thethe Chief .

He documents tlusthis chargecharge-
with

charge-
withwith mesfiles of Native allotmentallotment-
applications

otmentotment-
applicationsapplications turned down onon-

technicalities
on-

technicalitiestechnicalities , forcing villagers toto-

reapply
to-

reapplyreapply . The State closed thethe-

land
the-

landland saying that it was unoc-unocunoc-
cupied

unoc-
cupied

-

cupied,, despite the presence ofof-

Native
of-

NativeNative villages, subsistence hunt-hunthunt-
ers

hunt-
ers

-

ers andandancientancient burial grounds .

In I1969969 anand 1970 the StateState-
of

State-
ofof Alaska served eviction noticesnotices-
toto those natives who were forcedforced-
to

forced-
toto reapply for native allotments .

Letters signed by F.JFJ., . KeenanKeenan'-
Of

Keenan-
of'OfOf' the State Division of LandsLands-
advised

Lands-
advisedadvised, applicants for native aI-aIal-alaI-

Jotments
al-

lotments
-

Jotmentslotments that theytheywerewere trespas-trespastrespas-
sing

trespas-
sing

--

sing on State Lands.. TheseThese-
trespass

These-
trespasstrespass orders,, received as Jlatelate-
as

tete-

asas the end of 1970 , were sentsent-
despit

sent-
despitedespitdespite a contrary decision onon-

appeals
on-

appealsappeals to the BLM .

In FebrualFebruary)' of this year , Con-ConCon-
gre

Con-
greFsman

--

gregreangreFsmanan Wayne Aspinall of Col-ColCol-

orado
Col-

orado
-

orado , ChainnanChairman of the HouseHouse-
Interior

House-
InteriorInterior ComnCommitteettee , replied to.atoato.a-
letter

to a.a-

letterletter from Miss Margaret Kir-KirKir-

steatter
Kir-

steatter
-

steatter of Healy, Lake . He toldtold-
her

told-
herher that no trespass order waswas-

valid
was-

validvalid until her claims was in-inin-

vestigated
in-

vestigated
-

vestigatedvestigatedandand proved false .

Also , the State had only Ten-TenTent-
ative

Ten-
tative

--
tative Approval to the land andand-
did

and-
diddid not own itit.. Until the BLMBLM-

investigated
BLM-

investigatedinvestigated her claim , the statestate-
has

state-
hashas no right to order her out .

Two years ago , the State ofof-

Alaska. Alaska allowedallowedarcheologistsarcheologists toto-

excavate
to-

excavateexcavate the traditional IndianIndian-
village

Indian-
villagevillage site at Healy Lake , sayingsaying-
itit is on State lands , despite pro-proprot-
ests

prot-
ests

-
tests by Indian residents . LandLand-
in

Land-
inin the Upper Tanana Area has, . also been included in "openopen" toto-

entry
to-

entryentry " plots for "recreationalrecreational"recreational-
cab

"recreational-
cabin

"
cabcabinnnsitessites" despite the landland-
fieeze

land-
freezefieezefreeze .

Some villagers , whose landslands-
were

lands-
werewere not State SelectedSelectedreceivedreceivedreceived-
their

received-
theirtheir Native AUotmentsAllotments and diddid-
Dot

did-
notDotnot file registpregis

the tionStateon of land own-ownown-
ership

own-
ership

-
. .

ership with the tate-
-

tat-
e

tateBegmmng: -
Begmmng-BegmmngBegmmng-

in
gg-

in

-

in 19611967 , the State foreclosed onon-

diese
on-

thesediesethese lands for 1'10npayment110npaymentnonpayment' ofof-
the

of-
thethe registration fee and accumu-accumuaccumu-
bited

accumu-
hited

-
bitedhited penalties..

The villagers , many of whomwhom-
doodo not read and who assumedassumed-
the

assumed-
thethe land was tax exempt (underunder-
provisions

under-
provisionsprovisions of the Native AUotAllot-AllotAllo-

tust

.-

A!.ust;t

mentmerit Act , these lands are taxtax-
exempt

tax-
exemptexempt ) ignored the notices . AtAt-
present

At-
presentpresent , throughthroughsuchsuch foredos-foredosforeclos-foreclosforedos-
u'tes

foreclos-

utes
--

u'tesutesutes'
, the ttlestitles to these landslands-

are
lands-

areare tangled almost beyond belief ,

according to attorney Barry JackJack-Jack-
son

.-
son who has represented somesome-
of

some-
ofof the villagers in their suits..

At present , with congressionalcongressional-
committees

congressional-
committeescommittees discussing the pro-propro-
visions

pro-
visions

-
visions of a land claims act , thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople of these villages have pass-passpass-
ed

pass-
ed

--
ed a resolution asking SecretarySecretary-
ofof the Interior Morton and thethe-
Congress

the-
CongressCongress to withdraw the TA'dTAdTA'd-
lands

TA'd-
lands

'
lands from the State ., set asideaside-
state

aside-
statestate selections and allow theirtheir-
people

their-
peoplepeople to mefile native allallotmentsallotments-
and

tmentstments-
andand land claims settlements .

Yet , under the provisions ofof-

two
of-

twotwo bills in the Senate andand-

House
and-

HouseHouse , settlements in this areaarea-
wilJ

area-
willwilJwill have to come from thethe-
State

the-
StateState , wh1chwhich has no legislationlegislation-
making

legislation-
makingmaking this possible .


